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2 PATTER PARADE

Chanks!

*x Kk ok

I use that word instcad of the customary “INTRODUCTION”
for it truly expresses in a nutshell all I would like to say to my
readers. Thanks for your support in making my first patter book,
the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PATTER, the largest selling patter book
in the history of magic and thanks also for the many hundreds of
letters you’ve sent, cncouraging me to write another one. Here is
the answer to your letters in the form of a bigger, and I hope, better
book of comedy material,

It was about a month ago that I got the itch to wrile, so I took
out my scratch-pad and began PATTER PARADE. 1 abandoned
work on a shortened history of Japan entitled “FROM PORT AR-
THUR TO MACARTHUR”, and even shelved plans for onc called
“HOW TO RAISE CHILDREN WITHOUT AN ELEVATOR”, T was
always a slow writer but that’s because most of my readers can’t
read very fast. However, realizing the urgency of the situation I
set to work with a vengeance, but in a short time I realized a type-
writer was casier to use. In no time at all I was keeping four scecre-
taries busy one of them was taking dictation. The following
monologues, under the title of PATTER PARADE, were the result.
Of course you all know what a monologue is that’s a conversation
between a man and his wife.

I'd like to throw in a few words of advice before the comedy
material begins though. I've done my best to give you the best
routines I could put together, but you’ve got to do your part in put-
ting them over. Personality will make a good joke a great joke and
lack of it will kill the effectiveness of any routine. 'When you per-
form these monologues forget your inhibitions and act as if you
werc one of the world’s great comedians instead of an undertaker’s
assistant. It doesn’t take much to get laughs from these one-liners.
All it requires is a bright delivery and a basic sense of timing. If
you don’t know what this means watch any of the top-flight comed-
ians work and it soon will be apparent.

Tell the one-liners in a cheerful manner and to guide you in your
timing of the gags, watch carefully the dots and dashes interspersed
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throughout the malterial. A scries of dots indicates a place where
you should get a laugh, so pause at this point and let your audience
laugh. Never kill a Inugh by hurrying your material. Your audience
paid to have that laugh so let them enjoy it. The series of dashes
you will sec now and then indicates a pause, not for a laugh but to
put over the gag by a proper delivery of it. This is known as the
timing of a gag and will come naturally to you after a few public
performances of this material.

I'm not trying to set any hard and fast rules., You’ll find that
if your style is really good they will laugh in places other than those
indicated in the book, as well as in the orthodox intervals. Don’t
ignore the laugh because the book doesn’t indicate a pause. You're
being paid to entertain your audience and if you can make them
Iaugh you’re certainly doing this, Besides, comedy is a funny busi-
ness (no pun intended). You’ll find that once you break down the
initial resistance of an audience, and get them in a giggling frame
of mind, they’ll laugh at even the corniest material and will howl
even if you just make faces at them. Above all, don’t give them too
much of your stufl’ at one time. Be clever, he brief, be seated!

You will notice that I’ve applied these routines directly to magic
in only one or two places. This is because the average magus prefers
to use this material for straight M. C. work, thus adding versatility
to his act. However, if you wish to embellish your magic with the
gags it is a simple matter to add them to your act. Remember, the
routines consist of almost 2000 one-line gags arranged in story form.
It requires no great effort, therefore, to transfer these individual
gags to your magical patter, for they cover such a diverse range of
subjects you can casily find several that will suit any type of trick
you are doing.

This and the succeeding paragraph are relatively unimportant
so if you’re in a hurry skip them. I would like to say however, for
the sake of the reviewers and critics reading this volume, that the ma-
terial enclosed in the routines is not original, A small percentage of
it did flow from my fertile brain, but most of it was gleancd from
the humor of a great variety of entertainers and writers. To the
writer who accused me of plagiarism by innuendo I say this: When
you take material from one writer it’s plagiarism when you take
it from many writers, if’s research.

There was also a little apprehension on the part of the fraternity
of critics of the inclusion into my first book of blue or off-color patter.
Certain of them might also take exception to some lines in this book
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but I can assure the reader that I have taken great pains lo present
only inoffensive malerial in my routines. 1 strongly doubt that
there is one line in this book that couldn’t be used over the radio—-
one of the most severely censored mediums of enfertainment known.
Wce're living in a progressive age. Comedy that would have appeared
risque forty years ago can be used by Sunday School teachers as
illustrative anecdotes today. In turn, the material that some con-
sider a little dariil'g‘ today will be quite commonplace ten years hence.
I believe I am being impartial in this but I would always be glad
to hear from my readers if they are of a different mind.’

In conclusion, I'd like to thank Ted Trinkaus, Jr. for his fine
cover art work and the many other people who have aided me in the
preparation of this book.

Well, I see it’s time to crawl back into my old joke-books and

start the proceedings rolling. I hope you’ll like it but if you don’t,
remember: My prose is bad, but it might be verse!

ROBERT ORBEN

The poor man’s Bob Hope
or

Man’s poor hope — Bob
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GILDING THE GUILLOTINE

(The head-chopper is one of the most consistently popular tricks in
magic and so 1 feel that a great many readers can use this routine.
It is the only routine in this book that requires a stooge planted in
the audience.)

Magician—In this next trick I'll need the assistance of a gentleman
from the audience. Is there anyone out there who would
like to aid me? (Your stooge planted in the audience,
races down the aisle and up onto the stage, making a
good deal of noise in the process. You shake hands with
him and continue.) That’s very kind of you to come up
here but tell me, why all the hurry to aid me?

Stooge—Aid you? I thought you said fade you! ... .. (Stooge
takes out a large roll of stage:money and counts it briefly.)

M.—Well, now that you’re up here will you assist me in this next
trick ?

S. —Why sure! I happen to be a great fan of yours. [Everyiimc I
sce one of your tricks I just stand and_wonder. T
M.—How I do it? —
ow 1 do 1t: )
S.—No —why youdojit /. ...

M.—Well, just let me explain to you what’s going to happen in
this next trick. This picce of apparatus standing beside me is
a replica of an old Chinese guillotine— an instrument used
to chop off the heads of certain erring ones. And for vour
pleasure I'd like to demonsirate it tonight.

S. —That’s very nice of you but what do I do?

M.— (Magician ignores this last remark.) First 'm going to take
this head of cabbage and place it in the opening where the
human head should be. Then I'm going to place both my hands
around the handle of the blade -count one, two, three and
plunge it downwards. (Wait for your audience to get a good
look at the split cabbage before procceding.) That concludes
the first part of the demonstration and now for the second.

S.—Yes, but what do 1 do?

M.—Well, it’s not so much what you do-——it’s what you have
done toyou..... (Pick up the two sides of the cabbage and
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hold them beside the stooge’s head as if you were comparing
their sizes.)
S. —Oh no, not me. I might get excited and lose my head . . . ..

M.—Yes! Well, what are you afraid of? Haven’t you got
any guts?
S. —Yes, but I don’t want them spilled all over the floor . . . ..

M.—Haven’l you any sense of progress? Suppose Romeo had never
married Juliet? Suppose Anthony had never married Cleopatra?

S. —They didn’t.

S. —But this is impossible!

M.—Suppose Fulton had said it was impossible?

S. —That’s simple. We'd have no fish market . . . .. Well maybe
you're right. But you’re sure nothing will happen to me?
M.—(Magician nods his head confidently and then motions stooge
fo place his head into the guillofine. After the magician snaps
the locks shut he says:) Nothing_that_a miracle couldn’t_cure.
..... But first I want to place a sheet of newspaper on the
floor under your head. The management in the last theatre 1
played said they couldn’t wash the bloodstains away . . . . .
(Use the newspaper with the phoney headline “LOCAL MAGI-
CIAN BEHEADS ASSISTANT” or your personalized version of
it. Be sure the audicnce is able to sce it clearly before vou
place it on the lloor. You can also get another laugh by placing
it down so that the stooge in the guillotine can see it. A little
good acting here and all the way through will really mean a

lot of laughs.)

S. —Listen, when you hired me all you said I'd have to do was rest
my head.

M.—Well, aren’t you?

S. —Yes, but pretty soon it’s going to be resting on the floor without
a body underit..... If you expect me to go through with this
you’ll have to give me more money.

M.—How much are you gelting now?

S.—Ten dollars a weck.

M.—Well, I’ll give you thirty dollars a month,

S. —(Stooge thinks a minute and then says:) Okay..... Just call
me Schizophrenia T'll be a split personality soon . . . . .

M.— (Magician raises his right hand to bring down the blade.) Well,
as_the exccutioner said when he pulled_the switch,—<This’l]_kill
you . L. But first, (fufn fo the orchestra leader and say:)
Would you mind playing a little of “I Ain’t Got No Bodv”? . ...
Well, we’d better get this over with chop-chop .. . ..

S. —Please, no more cutting remarks . . . ..

M.—(Now you begin working that standard gag of raising your arm
to hit the blade handle and stopping at the last moment to say

something.) One two —— remember, I maim_{o please
..... (Raise your arms once again and as it’s coming down stop

and say:) Are you troubled with falling hairs?
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S. —Yes.

M.—Well after this, you'll never be troubled by them again . .. ..
S. —No I'll be troubled by falling head . . ...

M.—Steady now!

S.—I'm not going any place .. ...

M.—One two three! (Smash the blade down, pause a

split second and then quickly unlock the top part of the appara-
tus, showing the stooge safe and sound. Wait for your applause
here. Remember, primarily you’re doing magic so let your au-
dience see and appreciate the effect.)
S, —Well, where’s the big money you promised me for doing this?
M.—Right herc! (You guessed it! Take out one of those big bills
and hand it to the stooge as he walks off.)

* ok Kk

LOVE — THE WORLD’S GREATEST INDOOR SPORT

I was standing in a drug store when 1 first saw her. What a
moment that was! I heard a buzzing in my cars, lighis flashed,
bells sounded then someone shut oft the pinball machine . .. ..
She was a suicide blonde dyed by her own hand . . . .. She came
right up to me and asked me if T waniéd (6 play around al the
time I didn’t know she was a golfer . . . .. So in_an instant she
gave me a kiss, Well, she didn’t exactly give it to me. [ sor{ of had
to_squeeze it out of her . . . .. She was a co-ed af (local collége).
You know what a co-ed is that’s a sweater with a high 1. Q. .. ...
She wore a sweater for_three reasons., One, it kept her warm. The
other two were obvious . . . .. She was a girl™who didn’t have any
principle, but ¢ould she draw interest! . ... . She was so popular
even her sweater gol fan mail . . . .. ‘When I met her she had just
baked herself in the sun for six hours so she could be the toast of the
town..... Right then and there I asked her for some old-fashioned
loving. So she introduced me to her grandmother ..".". . She had a
grandmother who was really ¢razy about Old Grand-dad . . . . . She
was ninety years old and didn’t use glasses—she drank right out
of the botlle . . ... But I really liked her granddaughter. 1 used to
call her Checkers because she jumped every time I made aowrong
move..... I called at her house one day to take her out and did she
give me a scare! She said she was going to wear her low-cut gown
and show me a thing or two . .. .. It was sort of a baseball dress.
It had a diamond back, a grandstand view in front and showed a
lot of fast curves ... .. She also had on a perfume that was so ter-
rific I was positively smell-bound . . . .. So we got to the restaurant
and she said she wasn’t hungry. That may have been so, but it was
the first time I ever saw sparks come from a knife and fork . .. ..
She said she was on a diet—-—she didn’t eat anything but food . . . ..
‘While she was eating her soup she found a fly in it. She called the
waiter over and told him to remove the insect so he threw ane
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down four flights of stairs . . ... After the meal 1 proposed to her.

I told_her_if_she didn’t accept me I'd run right out and throw my-
self in front of a passing blonde ... .. T'said I'd go through anything
for her, so she let me go through my bank account first . . . . . Then
I began finding things out aboul her. She’d been married so many
times the wedding gown was her native costume . . . .. She’d been on
more laps than a napkin . . ... Then I discovered she was a veget-
arian. She only went out with men who had plenty of cabbage .. ...
In other words she was a gold-digger. That’s a girl who can make
and break a man at the same time . . ... Nevertheless, I_invilted_her
up for a scotch and sofa .. ... But we wound up in the movies neck-
ing andpetting. It was only when the show was over though that 1
found we weren’t sitting together . . . .. Then I took her to a horror
show and she screamed twice once alt the picture . . . .. It was
then that she got sore because I borrowed too many magazines
I took too many liberties . . . .. It was her own fault though. She
said love was blind, so I was just trying to feel my way around.
« ... There was a girl with a one-word vocabulary “NOP” .. ...
And to make it worse she returned my ring in a_box marked “Glass -

Handle With Care” ... .. She also sent a 'etter with it saying we
were througli. " When I read that letter it brought tears lo my cyes
it was written on onion skin . . ... But just yeslerday I got a tele-
gram saying she had been eaten by an African cannibal.  Oh well, she
always did look good in black . . ... But_everyhody says I'm going to
et into trouble chasing_women,__I know better though. It’s only
afterTeatelione that the trouble begins ..~ .

* Kk Kk

HOSPITAL DAZE

You wouldn’t believe it but just one month ago I looked so bad
my life insurance agent took his calendar back . . ... I never could
understand how I got in such a terrible condition. I took medicine
at Columbia for three years, at Harvard for four years, and at Johns
Hopkins for two years——and after all that medicine I still felt lousy
.. ... Istill had a good appetite though. In fact thcre were only

two things I couldn’t eat for breakfast-——dinner and supper . . . ..
I was taking medicine regularly but the stufl’ wasn’t any good. When
you read it backwards it didn’t spell anything . . . .. One day I felt

so bad I sent my wife out to get something for my liver and she
came back with a pound of onions . . .. . I decided then to go to
a doclor, and the one I went to really had some reputation. They
said when you’re at death’s door he’d pull you through .. ... So
he looked me over and the first thing he said_was_that my eyes_were

weak.__That’s ridiculous! €Why oir a ¢lear day I can sec my glasses.
.+ ... know a fellow who really is nearsighted though. His eyes
are so weak he has to count elephants in his sleep . . . . . He finally
counted so many elephants that by the time he got to sleep it was
time to get up again . .. .. Buf I think that _doctor was a_quack, and

I've got my reasons too. First he told me to take a physic and then
Y i
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he told me to stay in bed . .. .. Does that sound_reasonable? . .. ..
Somebody told me that he tréated a palient for yellow jaundice
twenly years before he found-out the fellow was a Jap . . . .. He
was more encouraging in my case. He said there was nothing wrong
with me that $500 couldn’t cure . . . .. Then he said 1 had a falling
stomach. I didn’t believe him until I tripped over it going out the
door ... .. The next day I registered at the hospital . . . . . What a
hospital that was! The guy next to me had a fever of 104 degrees
so they put him in bed with a guy who had the chills . . . .. Then a
gorgeous nurse came over to me, placed her hand over my forchead
and actually expected my temperaturc to go down . . ... But after
a while T got_to_be.suspicious_of everybody in_that hospital. _Every-
time I heard a knock on my door I'd ask, ‘“Who_goes there——-friend
or cnema?” ... They soon gave me my operation and 1 was forced
to take a local anesthetic. They couldn’t get the imported kind . . . ..
When it was over T was so happy T left a tip on ihe operating table
..... In no time at all T was making remarkable progress. In fact
I was gaining so fast I was almost catching the nurses . . ... I liked
the onc called Appendix. They called_her_Appendix because all the
doctors_wanted to take her out . . . .. Well, I'mm out now and T’ve
got to admit that doctor kilew what he was talking about. He told
me he’d have me walking in a month and he was right. His bill was
so high I had to sell my car ... .. But I know a fellow who went to
a doctor and was told he had only six months to live. Then he went
to another doctor who told him the same thing—that he had only six

months to live. So now he has a year . .. .. And evervhody says I
did a smart thing too .. ...
*x kK
HECKLER-STOPPERS

(To my mind. the silencing of hecklers is a necessary function of
the entertainer and he must always be prepared with verbal bomb-
shells to squash thesec amateur M. C.s. Just throw a few of the
following at anyone who is causing you trouble and the chances are
you won’t be bothered for the rest of your act.)

The last time I saw a head like that a jockey was bending over it.

There are only two reasons why some people don’t mind their own
business. Either they haven’t any business or they haven’t
any mind.

Don’t start anything or I'll knock you conscious.
take it,

I haven’t got any wits to match

If anyone puts a price on your head

He can’t match wils with m
him with,

I hope all the tceth in your mouth fall out bul one that should

stay in for a tooth-ache.
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It's just lucky for you that I'm a scholar, a gentleman and a coward.

Didn’t T once see your tongue hanging in a delicatessen?

How would vou like to come out to my car and smell the exhaust
pipe?

(Occasionally one of them gets the jump on you by cracking a joke

that your audience really laughs at.  Squelch them by saying, “Good

for you. You made a joke. What are you trying to do top vour
parents?”)

* Kk Kk

CRIME DOESN’T PAY — BUT THE HOURS ARE GOOD

I heard an old friend of mine died the other day. Too bad! He
was a regular gyp off the old block . .. .. He was so crooked even
the wool lic pulled over your eves was 50% cotton . . . . . In fact
he always used to count his money in front of a mirror because he
didn’t even trust himself . . . . . He was sent up the river so many
times they used to call him Showboat . . . .. He’s the forger who -
worked on a check for six months only to have it come back marked
“Insufficient Funds” . . ... When they put him on trial for it he said
he was just a poor fish so the judge sent him up the river and
put him in theecan ... .. But then his mother went to the judge and
cried, “Have mercy on my son!” so they let him go and sent her
up the river. . ... He was versatile too. Once he was arrested for
picking his way through a crowd—-—a pocket at a time . . ... He
once tried to pick my pocket but all he got was practice . . . . . You
sometimes hear about men who spend ten years finishing one novel
but he had it all over them. He once spent ten years finishing just
onc senfence . . . . . That was the time they caught him playing
“Onesie-Twosie” on the cash register where he worked. Onesie for
the boss and twosie for him . . ... When he got out he really got a
good job though. He worked only one day a year and that was on
Election Day. He was a taxidermist stuffed the ballot boxes .. ...
But he finally passed away during a poker game. Died of a rare
disease called Five Aces . . ... Left a wife, three kids and six cops
without support . . . ..
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I CLEAN UP IN WALL STREET
OR
THE LIFE AND LOVES OF A STREET CLEANER

I don’t have to do this for a living. I'm really a Wall Strect
bear and that’s no bull . .. .. The only trouble is, last week my
stock went so low I had to read the ticker-tape in a decompression
chamber ... .. I was so upset I didn’t know which broker to phone
first the stock or the pawn ... .. But I don’t have to worry about
money. Just yesterday I was offered a job with the Eagle Laundry
but who wanls to wash cagles? . . ... I've got a lot of exper-
ience too. I once had a job in a garter factory ... .. It was a snap
. ....But my real ambition is to marry a rich girl who’s too proud

to_have her husband work ... .. Mecanwhile I’ve bouiglit an interest

in something the salesman called a going concern.  The only trouble
is il’s going in the wrong direction . . . . . Our first product was
a new kind of lipstick with a glue base. One kiss and the man is really
stuck with her ... .. Next we manufactured a hollow picee of soap
so that there wouldn’t be any uscless little pieces left over after people
have washed with it ... .. Now I'm working on an idea to sell ice
in the wintertime. There’s no competition then.. ... But my friends
always said I’d be successful.  Some of them said I might be President
someday but I know better. Mrs. Truman would never marry me
..... My brother’s a successful pilot. He owned a plane that flew
so fast you had to sct the controls for landing before vou pushed the
throttle to take-oftf . .. .. He wanted to take me up one day but
I refused. 1 even get air-sick when I lick an air-mail stamp ... ..
He said it was perfectly safe though. He said there were more
accidents in bathtubs than there were in airplanes; so I haven’t been
in either since then . .. .. He finally did persuade me to go up and
when we were 10,000 feet high the motor stopped. In an instant
we began to fall towards the earth but the fall didn’t hurt me a bit.
It was the sudden stop at the end of it that sent me to the hospital
. .. ..My uncle had an accident once but he married her . . ...
They say a bigamist is a man with one wife_too many. Well, he’s

got one wife_too_miany and_lie’s_not a_bigamist . . . . . She’s the only

woman I know of who says she has nothing to wear and_iiceds_four
closets'to keep itin . .. .. She’s so ugly he takes her with him every
place lie goes.” He has to. It’s better than kissing her goodbye . . . ..,
Twenty years ago he asked for her hand and she’s been giving it to
him ever since . . ... Before they got married he used o hold her
hand and it was love. Now he _does the same thing but it’s self-de-
fense 7. He always savs she has a moutlh like a rose-bud——it
“opened when_she was_born_and_it_hasn’t closed sinée w7 T Bal 1
haven’t seen him in quite some time now. He was given ten vears
for rocking his wife to sleep. You should have seen the size of that

rock!..... ‘What a trial that was! Before he took the stand they
told him anything he’d say would be held against him so he said,

“Jane Russell” . . . .. Then they asked him if he was guilty of the
crime. What a stupid question! He hadn’t heard the evidence yet
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..... But he’ll enjoy doing nothing for ten years. If'll be an exten-
sion course in what hie’s been doing all his life . . . . . He’s so lazy
he used to run his car over a bump to knock the ashes ofl' his cigar
He’s the only one I know of so lazy that he always throws

kisses . . ... In facl he never did a day’s work in his life. He used
to be a night watchman . .. .. But he’s really a great guy. I'd share

anything I have with him, If I had two Buicks, I'd_give_him one.

If I had two horses, I'd_give him_one._ If I had two blondes——do"
you think he’d like another Buick? . . ...
*x Kk K

WHEN THERE'S A BILL— WERE AWAY

I just took my salary to the bank. I had to. It was too small

to go by itself .. ... All T can say is my boss better give me a raise
soon. Three other companies are after me the light, water and
“gas comipanies . . . . . But 'm only kidding. "1 have a big salary.
Goes 1o five figures———my wife and four chorus girls™. .. .. But what
do I care for money? Why only yesferday 1 lit my cigaretle with

a twenty dollar bill. T wonder why my dentist keeps sending them -

tome?..... Some people have trouble meeting their hills but not
me I've got trouble dodging them . . . .. They say money talks
but all it ever says to me is “Goodbye” . . . .. I read in a book

that poverty is a blessing in disguise. Well the disguise is perfect
..... But I've resolved to live within my means, even if I have
to borrow money todo it..... Before I'd take charity 'd beg . .. ..
I'm not like some people who want to have their picture on a $10,000
bill. I’ content to have my hands on one . . . .. But what’s a
rich man anyway? Nothing but a poor man with lots of money .. ...
I'm_going to_gel a_good_job_ihough. Something like a hen’s got.
IT_can lay down on the job all day long and shill get tesul(s . . . . .
It’s not that T'm lazy. I love work work fascinalés me. I can
sit_ around and walch it for hours . . ... Bul wliere does work get
you? " Yoir work-hkc-adog Tor cight hours a day so that you can
get to be boss and work like a dog for twelve hours a day . . . ..
And then the income tax gets all your money anyway .. ... I don’t
know why they made St. Patrick’s Day come after March 15. They
want you to wave the green after they take it away from you . . ...
They always say, “Pay your taxes with a smile”, but when I try they
insist on eash . . . .. But I fixed them last vear. When I finished
filling out my income tax report the government had to give me
something six months in Aleatraz ... ..

* Kk Kk
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THE MANLY ART OF SELF-DEFENSE

I4

Did I see a nifty at the fights the other night! l'oo bad her
husband was with her . . . .. Personally I never could see much
in fights though my opponent usually closed my ecyes . . . ..
They used to call me Short Circuil, because I was always out like
alight ... .. In fact T was so bad I couldn’t even go a round with
a carousel . . ... But I never was carried out on a stretcher——I
had silver handles sewn on my shorts . . . .. I’s a rugged life though.
During training a fighter has to_give up drinking, smoking and_wo-
men, For relaxation he breaks training . ... .1 always used to get
into condition by riding a horse.” You know, you’d never think that
anything filled with hay could be so hard . . . . . I got on a gambling
horse once. I wanted to go one way and he wanted to go the other
so he tossed me forit..... But I was really in my stride then.
I won ten straight fights hy knockouts and then I decided I'd have
to take on better opponents.  So for my next bout I fought a man

..... My manager said that I’d beat him hands down. The only
trouble was, he wouldn’t keep his hands down . . . . . IFrom the be-
ginning of that fight he belted me all over the ring. But I could
take it T just didn’t know what to do withit.. ... He finally won
the fight by a decision though. I decided T had enough .. . .. I've
still got square shoulders Ieft from those fighting days. 1 got them
from ecaling cereal-—1I ate the boxes too . .. ..
* K K

MY GIRL—THE OBJECT OF MY CONFESSIONS

I'm really glad the football scason is here again. Now a guy
can walk around with a girl on one arm and a blanket on the other
without getting suspicious looks from the cops . . ... But wintertime
presents its problems too. I hadn’t worn my long winter underwear
for so long that when the cold weather came I put them on upside
down. This morning I had to open the flap to brush my teeth .. ...
But I guess I'm running in bad luck. I gave my girl a lancy pair of
garters last week and_she_gave them_to_heér mother. Now 1 guess
I'll'néver_sce_them again . . . .. She’s one girl who ¢an speak nine

languages, but she can’f remember the word “no” in any of them
..... She can’t add, but she certainly can distract . . . . . Her parents

call her Encore, because she wasn’t on tlie program . . . . . I've known
her for an awfully long time now. In fact, when we were small, we
used to put our arms around each other and do our homework.
But later things changed. When I got older I stopped doing
the homework . . ... She’s really grown up now. Everybody says
she dresses like a lady. I wouldn’t know——I never saw her dress.
..... But I can’t understand girls nowadays. It used to be an insult
to offer a girl a drink of liquor. Now she just swallows the insult
..... My girl is always so drunk they call her the tight skirt . .. ..
I call her Auto Radiator though. That’s becausc she’ll freeze up on
you if you don’t keep her filled with alcohol . . . . . She always calls

R
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me Clock because my hands go around her so fast it alarms her .. ...
She already knows I'm a comedian.” Every lime I go out with her
I try to be funny.....I even gave her a diamond once, and believe
me_there’s_only one thing harder than a diamond——that’s _paying

forit.....But Pm beginning to suspect her. I saw her go into the
movies with my best friend yesterday. I would have followed them
but I already saw the picture . . . .. IPve always wanted {o hold
hands with her in the movies but I never could she goes on
Friday and I go on Saturday . . ... They show the serials on Satur-
day..... But I soon found out she has larceny on the brain.  She's
so {wo-faced I’ve been beginning my letters to her with: “Dear sweet-
heart and gentlemen of the jury” ... .. And then she tried to poison
me. She fed me arsenic with vitamin B1 in it so that I’d look good
for the funeral . . ... I found out that there were many men in her
life. Onc of them was very rich and said he could take her to the
Stork, but I said I could do better than that. I could have the stork
come to her house . . ... I continually tried {o phone her but she al-
ways hung up leaving me in the hands of the receiver . . ... But
I’ll never forget that last time I saw her. She had on a dress that
kept evervbody warm but herse!f . . . . . She said it was something
she had just thrown on. TFFrom where I stood it looked as if she had
damned near missed . . ... And then a very strange thing happened.
I was standing outside her room when everything went black. She
must have hung something over the doorknob . . . . . That’s when
I stopped going with her. T discovered she spent $3000_a_vear on
dresses, so now I'm going willi_liet_dressmaker . . . . . She’s really
coming up in the world though. T just heard that she’s rubbing
shoulders with the Astors and the Vanderbilts she must be
awfully itchy .. ... And she’s also going to marry a molorman
well, more power to her . . ...

* ok ok

NO BOSS IS NO LOSS

I'm glad you like the show and T think the man who made it
possible, Mr................ , deserves a good round of applause. (Wait
until this dies down and then continue.) We just call him Sourdough
that’s because he keeps his money in an old milk bottle . . . . .

He’s really quite a guy though. Owns a newspaper then he got
tired of carrying it and threw it away .. ... He’s so cheap he always

goes to the movics early to beat the prices. When he saw “The Man
Who Came To Dinner” he hadn’t even finished breakfast vet . . . ..
He drives his car around corners on two wheels just to save his tires
. ... He’s the only guy I know of whose clothes have one-way pockets
.. ... He once ran into a drug-store and bought up all the two-cent
stamps he could get because he heard they were going up to three
cents .. .. He’s so cheap hie wouldn’t even spend Christmas . . . . Last
Christmas he just gave me onc handkerchief——then he blew . . . ..
And ugly! He’s the only person in the world who looks as bad as his
passport pholograph . .. .. His face has so many wrinkles, when he
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smiles he looks like a venetian blind . . . . . He's setting television
back ten years ... .. He's so bald you need sunglasses to look at him
in a bright light . .. .. But being bald isn’t so bad. Think of all
the time he saves not combing his hair . . . . But then again, think
of all the more face he has to wash ... .. Al least it’s a unique face,
I don’t know what there is about his left eye that makes his right
eve keep looking at it ... .. Why he’s so cross-eyed, when he cries
the tears run down his back . . . .. He’s one person [ could never
sce eye o eye with . . . .. He says he’s around fifty. If that’s so, it
must be his sccond time around .. .. . When he was young Billy
‘wasn’t even a kid T He'sstill got a lot of life in him though. He
used to play the piano by car, but now he’s too old for llldt so he
fiddles with his whiskers . . . . . I even saw him chasing gnls down
gopher holes. 'Well, it’s better than chasing gophers down gopher
holes . . ... He’s even taking lessons in dcportmcnt. Doing fine I
hear, In another two weeks he’ll he deported . . . .. But he really
likes me. Why just the other day he said he’d give me the shirt off
his back and I was to have it back Friday—washed and ironed
..... Not to be outdone I told him to treat my house as if il were
his own so he sold it this morning . . . .. He’s the kind of a. guy
who asks you_a_question, answers it for_you. and_then-says_you’re
Wrong .. ... But he finally got married last week. He married an
ugly girl beeause he figured in thirty years she’d be as pretty as ever
..... They say she married him for his money—-—well, she’s cer-
tainly going to earn it ... ..

*x Kk X
COMEDY SONG TITLES

(Use these when introducing a vocalist or as a gag in your own acl.
Patter along these lines: “And now I'll sing that song written by
the Siamese twins, ‘My Spine Is Your Spme ..... Or as one ape
sang to the other ape, ‘Gorilla My Dreams I Love You"” . . . .. Iit
your introduction to the song title you’re using and youw’ll get a good
laugh for your trouble.)

She Wouldn’t Kiss Me In The Canoe So I Paddled Her Back.

Get The Haminer Mother, There’s A Ily On Baby’s Head.

Stop The Presses! You're Hurting My Wrist,

Let Me Off At The Next Stop Conductor, 1 Thought This Was A
Lunchwagon.

Let’s Wash The Windows Mother, The Neighbors Are Straining
Their Eyes.

I'm Dancing Tonight With Tears In My Eyes *Cause The Girl In My
Arms Is A Boy.

I'm Looking For The Guy Who Began The Beguine To See If He
Can Stop It.

Romeo Gave Her A Love-Sick Look But Her Father Thought It
Was Something Juliet.

She Laughed When I Sat Down To Phy——But How Was I To Know

v, She Was Ticklish? Do v
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TRAVEL BROADENS ONE

It’s really cold out where I'm living. In fact, the other day the

mercury fell so low it pinned a mouse to the floor . . . .. And the
ground was so cold the hens were laying eggs from a standing pos-
ition . .... So I decided to get out of (your town) fast. I went down

to the station and I was so anxious to get moving I climbed into the
locomotive and began shoveling coal. I shoveled one ton; I shoveled
two tons; 1 shoveled three tons, and still the train didn’t move

it was an eleclric engine . . . .. But soon we were moving, and the
first three hours of that trip were terrible. Then I started using my
own dice .. ... I also read that book about the orange who married
a banana and had a little peach you know, “Strange Fruit” .. ...

It didn’t take us long to get to the sunny south, and when I stepped
from that train I was walking on air the porter forgot to put the
steps down . . ... But I like the south and those southern accents.
Why even the traflic signs down south read “No U-all turns allowed”

The first thing I_did_was look up all the old landmarks-I

knew but they were all married . . . . . Then 1 got myscif a job
bui T didn’t Kkeep it Tong. My boss said he wanted to see business
boom so I threw a bomb in his store , . ... But 1 told him off-
when he fired me. “Remember,” I said, “every dog has his day

and the ones with short tails have weak-ends.” . . . .. He gave me
a reference anyway. It went something like this: “He worked here
one day, and-wlien e Teft we were safisfied.” . . .7 . Then I got
Tiyself @ job as a baby carriage salesian, but I had to give that up
also. They sent me into virgin territory . . . . . It was then that I

decided to fly out west. T think flying is wonderful. In fact 1 can’t
understand why some people are afraid of it. DI’ve been flying ever
since 1 was four years old and sat down on the safety pin in my diaper
..... -I'm proud to say I learned flying from no one but experts.
Mancuvers from Doolittle, landings from Lindbergh, and take-offs
from Gypsy Rose Lee . . ... In fact I now have 300 hours in the
air which doesn’t compare of course with my father, who has twenty-
seven years in Sing Sing . .. .. I soon took off for the west though and
for two hours I was flying blind but then I managed to sober
up alittle . . . .. At one point I went over a mountain and then_dove

ey

down 30,000 feet wlile~allTiny sins flaslicd Before e, It was so
interesting I"went back up and dived down ¢ight more_times,_. . . ..
I finally got out west and wasif hot tlicréT ITwas so hot the squirrels
were sitling around with their fur coats unbuttoned .. , .. And it
was so dry out there the trees were chasing the dogs ... . .. But I
like the west. Qut_there the_men_like_their liquor hard and their
Jvomen soft .. ... They’re the ones who always die with their boots
on. T gucss they don’t want to stub their toes when they kick the
bucket ..... I fitted right in with them though. My ancestors thought
nothing of getting up at six in the morning and I'm the same way
I'don’t think much of it either . .. .. But T love the good earth.
All"day Iong I' digin il, plan in it, plant in it, and in the evening, T
fall flat on my faceinit..... I got myself a job, and for two months
I did nothing but punch cows then someone- taught me how to
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milk them ... .. IU's a good thing too. The cows were beginning to
punch back ... .. I milked so many cows that I used to shake hands
onc. finger at a lime . .. .. But it was one job I got plenty of pull
from . . 77U TUkept me busy too. I really had my hands full all
daylong ..... Soon though I wanled to get moving again, so before

I knew it I was in:
* Kk X

CALIFORNIA — LAND OF SILKEN HONEYS

I knew it was California by the way it was raining cats and dogs.
In fact, all the roads were full of poodles . . .. . They say it never
rains in California. I guess the sun just drips perspiration . .. ..
All T know is the climate’s what brings people to California and
the weather’s what washes them away . .. .. I finally stopped in
Hollywood. Hollywood — that’s where pecople spend money they

haven’t yet carned to buy things {hey don’t want to impress people

they_don't like ... Everybody’s always criticizing-the” way the
people in Hollywood drive but they know what they’re doing., It’s
the pedestrian’s fault if they can’t figure it out . . . . . In fact, the

lIatest model cars out there have a big rubber stamp on the bumper—
so that when you hit a pedestrian it stamps them “Killed In Calif-
ornia” .. ... Things aren’t as prosperous out there as they used to
be though. In fact nowadays things are so tough even the yes-men
are saying “maybe” . . ... But I got myself a job right away. 1
worked as a handy-man for an actress; but I was fired in a week——-
got a little too handy .. ... Then I worked as the “Human Cannon-
ball” in a circus. What a job! Imagine getting loaded two times
a day, seven days a week! .. ... But it was then that I got my first
big break I missed the net . . ... After that I was appointed
judge in a beauty contest. I never did that sort of work before, so
I knew I'd just have to feel my way around . . . . . I really had to be
high-class for that job so I went right out and bought a suit of eve-
ning clothes but the pajamas didn’t fit me . . . .. I even changed
my name to Horn and Hardart so it would match the name on my
silverware . . ... I'll never forget the night the beauty contest was
held. 1 got into a cab and the driver looked at me suspiciously and
said, “The fare’s two dollars.,” “That’s all right,” I answered, “I’ve
got three dollars in my pocket.” So he let me off three miles past
-where 1 was going . . ... But I finally got to the contest hall and sat
in the middle of a large thick rug while the contestants walked by.
I always did like thick rugs though. You can lay an egg and it dis-
appears into the plush . .. .. The first conlestant was really some-
thing. She didn’t look a day over thirty she looked several vears
overil..... She was so fat she looked like number one on the Hip
Parade . . . .. She was one girl who grew up and sideways too
..... She looked like she was poured into that bathing suit but
forgot to say “when” ... .. In other words she had a million dollar
figure but she’d let inflation set in . .. .. The next girl looked like
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a rose Broadway Rose . . ... She would have been six feet tall
if they ever straightened out her legs . . . .. One of the judges said
she had lips like cupid’s bow. From where I was sitting it looked
like the bow had slid down to her legs . . . .. One girl looked just
like Lana Turner’s sister: Stomach Turner . . ... Her teetl: werc
so far apart, everytime she opened her mouth she looked like a
picket fenee . . . .. Somebody said she was the cream of society.
She looked more like the can . . . .. But I shouldn’t be so hard on her.
She was just recovering from a terrible accident. She was having
her face lifted and the derrick broke . . . .. One girl at the contest
was the real Latin type. She had a Roman nose it roamed all
over her face . . ... She had such big feet that when she took off
her shocs and stockings she was half-naked . . . . . And did_that
girl have buck-tecth! She_ was_the_only_person who_could eal_an

apple_through™a fennis racket . . . . . Of them all there was only one
conteslant I did like. She represented New Jersey and really walked
with a Jersey Bounce . . ... Lverytime she strolled past she reminded
me of chewing gum Wrigley all over . .. .. She was wearing
a sarong. Sarong—that’s a gaily-colored polato sack for tomatoes
..... The material it was made from cost three dollars a yard. She
was wearing about four cents worth . . . . . I'm still trying to find
out how so little could hide so much . .. .. That sarong was so tight
it fitted her like a sunburn . . . . . She really looked like a million

dollars and she had_the moncy invested in e right places . . . .

She looked so good everybody else in the hall looked good also . . . . .
She was really having a tough time of it though. She had entered
herself in two different contests at the same time. One for the most
beautiful back and the other for the most beautiful bust. She was

so excited she didn’t know which way to turn . . . .. She didn’t have
anything to worry about though. She was one bathing. beauty..that
was really worth_wadingfor .. .. . Bul T always did go for bathing
beauties. In fact, I wouldn’t mind bathing one that wasn’t such a
beauly ... .. So without hesitation I voted her the “Girl With Whom
You Are Most Likely To Succeed” . . . . .

* Xk

ALCOHOLICS UNLIMITED

I just got a flash from Hollywood! It says they’re going to star

Ray Milland in the “Best Beers Of Our Lives” ... .. There’s a lucky-
guyv! He gets drunk and gets an Academy Award. I get drunk and
get a hangover . . . .. But even he doesn’t compare to_my_uncle
Theory. EvegMiy calls hini Tlieoty because I e_&ld(‘)ﬁ_’ﬁiqus e
He’s the only man T know of Wlia’s never had a hangover he’s
never stopped drinking long enough to have one . . . .. He liked his

bottle so much everybody referred to him as the County Cork . .. ..
But he had an excuse for being drunk all the time he was study-

ing for the bar . . . .. He was in the army in the Jast war and was
permanently A. W. O. L.——Affer Women Or Liquor 77 One
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day they found him in the gutfer, but it wasn’t what you think. He
was only trying to curb his thirst . . . .. He’s really a versatile guy
though. He once made quite a hit of money putting outboard motors
on floating kidneys . . . . . Then he became a waiter: you know,
one of thosc fellows who believe money grows on frays . .. .. But

he’s in the hospital now,  He was washing windows on the eighty-
third floor of the Empire Stale Building and stepped back to admire
his work . .... But you shouldn’t blame him too much for drinking.
The reason most people drink liquor is because they don’t know
what else to do withit.....

*x X K

STATE OF THE NATION

You can’t blame a person for being confused these days. Every-
body’s saying Washington’s in a bad state. Up till now I always
thought it was in the District of Columbia . . . .. This is the age in
which everybody’s trying to get back to normalcy. About the only
ones who haven’t succeeded are the insane asylums . . . . . It’s also
the era of the clothing shortage. But a few pcople can remember
when they still could get two pair of pants with a man’s suit. And
they were very practical too. The pants underneath never got dirty
..... But the shortage is really so bad a friend of mine jusl got out
of the army and the only way he could get a suit of clothes was to
join the navy . .. .. I went 1n to get a suit a couple of weeks ago
but when I told the salesman what I wanted he just stood there in his
underwear and laughed . . . .. Then he tried to sell me one of those
new suits that feature a pair of gloves. They don’t have any pants
so you have to keep warm someway .. ... Then I went to get a shirt
and the clerk sold me one he said would wear like iron. In fact he
said it would just laugh al the laundry. Well he was right. It came
back the other day with its sides split . . . . . And those laundries
give you plenty of trouble too. The army has already sent radar
signals to the moon end got an answer in two scconds. I sent my
shirts three months ago to the laundry only three blocks away and
they haven’t come back yet . . ... All the veterans have gripes, too,
and with good reason. During the war the serviceman was told
he’d get his business back. Well, some velerans got their jobs back

and some of them got the business . . . . . I know one of them
who all during the war had officers checking his passes
now in civilian life he has the girls doing it ... .. The veterans were

also greeted with a housing shortage when they came back. Some-
body wrote a song, “There’s A Doctor Living In Your Town, There’s
A Lawyer And An Indian Chief Too”. With all that you couldn’t
expect to get a room . . ... The country’s so crowded they even
found a man named Shapiro sleeping in a Murphy bed . . . . . At
the zoo one day a baby kangaroo fell out of his mother’s pouch
and before he could get back, two families had moved in . . . . .
But the builders arc doing their best. They’re selling prefabricated
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houses that take only three hours to put up. Of course every three
hours you have to put them hack up again . . . .. They also keep tell-
ing vou to wait patiently if you want a new phone. The only trouble
is I want a phone while I still young enough to hear what comes
out of it . . ... The unemployment situation is gctting pretty bad
too. A newspaper carried a_headline reading “MAN WANTED FOR
MURDER_IN_CHICAGO” and_ten men applied for the job . . . ..
But the egg business is the racket I want to get into. The way
prices are now, the hen lays for the dealer and the dealer lays for
the public . . . .. Russia’s still the world’s bogey-man. 1 think the
real reason Russia’s doing so well in her negoliations is that it’s the
only country in the world not afraid of Communism .. ... And those
forcign diplomats are still_being.puzzied by American_custoins._This
.is_the only country where the men dress for_dinner_and._the_women
do just the opposite . . .. . They try to show everything but their age
.....In fact the only things that arc long on the new spring dresscs
are the shoulder straps . . ... One thing we have plenty of though is
shorlages . . . . . There’s even a parking space shortage. Why just
yesterday I paid seventy-five cents to park my car so I wouldn’t be
fined two dollars while I ate a sandwich worth a dime . . . .. for
which T paid twenty cents . . . .. And everybody’s got troubles. The
states  are freezing the rents and the landlords are freezing the ten-
ants . . ... But_one thing we can be thankful for—we’re living in a
streamlined world.” Why they’re developing planes that arc so fast .
if you puit"tWo rabbits in onc_in New York, you’d still have (wo by

the time you landed in San Francisco . . . . . And théy’re also doing
away-with—eléétric {oasiers,” Nowadays you just put {wo picces of

bread betwecn the covers of “Forever Amber” and they toast them-
selves . . . .. They’re even having newspapers printed on kleenex.
That’s for people with a nose for news. . ... But a lot of people think
that someday the radio_will_take_the place of the newspaper., _That’s
sillyT " Who cver heard of swatting flies with aradio? . . . . . But it’s
‘easy to scc Wlhat {he radio shows of the future will be. Instead of
entertainment, they’re going to broadcast nothing but the crinkling
sound of studio audiences stufling their pockets with ten dollar
bills . . . .. Well T have to be leaving now. I'm going down to
(local radio station) to apply for tickets .. ...
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SHE WAS A RADIO OPERATOR’S DAUGHTER
WHO DIDN'T HAVE THE REMOTEST CONTROL

I'm glad that spring is here again, Spring—that’s the time of
year When a young man’s fancy lightly turns (o what a girl’s been
thinking about all winter .. .. . I'was walking-down the streel yes=
terday when 1 saw a fellow about three feet tall following a very
tall blonde. I stopped him and asked him why he was following
such a tall girl, He just looked up at me and said, “I had legs when

Istarted.” ... .. He was so small he got himsclf a job as a condensed
milkman . . ... He was going to join the navy but he was so little
they would have had to issue him a split-pea jackel . .. .. But I'm

glad the scason for romance is here. I've never had any troible
with women come fo think of iU TI’Ve ii¢ver had any fun with them
either. . ... But 'mnotWworrying.™ My face has so much good looks
itoverlaps.. ... I'm just a man about town and a fool about women
..... Why, women fight to throw money and jewels at my feet.
Tell me, what have my feet got that I haven’t got? ... .. Off hand
I know of a dozen girls who are tearing their hair out to go out with
me but who wants to go out with bald-hcaded girls? . . . .. I'm
not fickle though. T’ve been going with the same girl every Tuesday
and Thursday night for seven years, T was going o marry her, bul
if T did I wouldn'T know whitfo_do_cvery Tucsday and TTursday.
‘night’, ... She’s a real modern girl and 'm not surc T like it.  The
old-Fashioned girl would take two drinks and go out like a light,
but the modern girl! She takes two drinks and out goes the light
..... But she’s my type she’s a woman . . . .. She’s a mechanic
in a candy factory tightens the nuts on peanut brittle . . . .. Makes
a sweet living . . ... She’s really a wonderful girl. I worship the
ground she crawled out of . . . .. Last Christmas she gave me a shirt
that was four times too large for me. A size 16%. When I told her
it was too big she said it would shrink when I washed it. 1 didn’t
want to hurt her feclings but she didn’t know what she was talking
about. T washed that shirt six times and the label still says 1614
..... I gave her nylon stockings for her present. Nylon stockings—
that’s things only women_want_to_get_their hands on when empty
..... I'remember how every Sunday I used to go to her house and
meet her parents. What a family! First I’'d make advances to the
daughter and then I'd make advances to her father . . . .. He’s the
heavyweight champion of the world——the fat man in the circus
..... He’s so fat that when he has his shocs shined he has to take the
bootblack’s word forit..... ‘What a man though! He has fourteen
daughters and even for a vegetable man that’s a lot of tomatoes
..... I don’t know what he calls them all but I know the last one
he called “Quits” . . . .. He’s been married sixteen years and has
fourteen children. I guess the stork gave him two years off for good
behavior . . ... And my girl says he doesn’t get along very well with
his wife! . . ... In fact the only time they ever went out together
was when the gas stove exploded . . . .. But I had a good time during
those visits. We’d sit in front of the radio and talk about the weather.
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‘Whether to orr whether not to . . ... She’d look at me and ask if 1
filed my nails. Id say, “No, 1 just cut them off and throw them
away.” ... .. Then I'd point to the radio and ask if she could hear
police calls and she’d say, “Yes, if the police call loud enough.” . .. ..
But don’t get the impression from all this that I'm, not cultured. If
there’s one thing I do appreciate it’s art. Especially that statue of
Venus de Milo. Imagine a figure like that and no hands to defend
it witht. .. .. And I like going through the Museum of Art. They
have a lot of nice pictures there. The only trouble is they forgot
to print the jokes under them . . . .. I'm also a great lover of athlet-
ics. Even my doctor says I have athlete’s foot . . . . . I go in for
all sports though——bascball, football, golf. Golf—that’s a game
in which a little white_ball_is_chased_by_men foo old"to_chase any-
thing else 7., . And I'm getling pretty good at it too . . ... Yester-
day I'sliotan cighty-four. Tomorrow I'm going back and shoot
the second hole . . . .. For relaxation I go to partics. I went to a
party the other night and won the door prize. But what use do I
have for a door? . . ... The women at the party were asked to bring
something they had no use for—-some of them brought their hus-
bands . . ... They didn’t have any entertainment so I performed a
couple of tricks but they let me slay anyway . .. .. After the
party was over we all went out to attend a wedding and I got a black
eye for kissing somecone else’s bride after the ceremony. It would
have been all right only this was four years after the ceremony . . ...
There’s a hushand I can’t understand. He hasn’t kissed his wife
in years and lie gets sore when I'do ... .. He said I was a worm,
a low-down skunk, a louse and a liar-———But I resent that. ’m not
. liar , oL T had the Tast word with him though——1 apologized
..... Incidentally, she was the wife of the man on the flying trapeze
who caught her in the act. .. .. All evening she thought T was a fire-
man from the way I kept watching her hose . . . .. But don’t get the
idea 'm the world’s worst wolf. Chase and Sanborn are worse than
Tam they date every bag . . ...

VENTURING INTO VENTRILOQUISM
OR

HE’S JUST A LITTLE WOODEN HEAD BUT I WOODEN EAT
WITHOUT HIM

This is dedicated to the guy who makes a living talking to him-
self—the ventriloquist. 1 give him all the credit in the world for. mas-
tering a difficult feat and I'd also like to help him over a rough spot
Iie always encounters in his act. No matter how good a vent may
be, he cannot guard against occasional slips of the tongue, or should
I say slips of the voice? In other words, occasionally he will speak
when the dummy should be pattering and vice versa, and when this
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happens he should he able to quip his way out of the embarrassing
position. The following patter is perfect for just such an occasion:

If the ventriloquist makes the slip:

VENT.—I'm getting so bad I don’t know whether I'm coming or
going.
DUMMY-It really doesn’t matter. You don’t look good cither way.

VENT.—I guess it’s my new plates that are causing me this trouble.
(Test front teeth with the fingers of your free hand.)

DUMMY—Well I kept telling you the license bureau didn’t sell the
kind you needed.

If the dummy makes the mistake:
DUMMY—I guess that’s what I get for studying my script in the dark.
VENT.—Well why in the world did you read your script in the dark?
DUMMY——It’s restful on the eyes.

* k%

ORBEN’S VENT ROUTINE

D.—Hello there (your name), maybe you can help me. T've got a
y y I 8
problem and I don’t know whether to go to a palmist or a mind-
reader for the answer.

V.—Go to a palmist vou’re sure you havea palm ... .. But what’s
your problem? Maybe I know the answer.

D.—I'm trying to find what ten plus ten ecuals,

V.—Well, surely vou know the answer to that.

D.—If I did I wouldn’t ask you.

V.—Well then, count all your fingers and toes and what have you got?
D.—Eighteen.

V.—Eighteen? How’s that?

D.—Ten fingers and ecight toes.

V.—You mean to say you only had eight toes when you were born?

D.—Yes, I came from a very poor family . .. .. We had a tree outside
the house I was born in that was struck by lightning four times.

V.—I thought lightning never struck twice in the same place.

D.—Strong union . . ... I remember those days well though. In fact
}’I}l{ never forget the time father made me go swimming in the
ake,
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V.—What was wrong with that?

D.—Everybody else was ice-skating . . . . . Did you know my father
was the one who handled the Dreyfus case?

V.—The Albert Dreyfus case?

D.—No, the bus drifers . . . . . Well I have to be going now. I want
to sce the little bouncing baby we’ve got at our house.

V.—Boy or girl?
D.—I don’t know-——it hasn’t stopped bouncing yet . . . ..

V.—Tell me, what makes you so stupid?

D.—I don’t know, but whatever it is, it works ... ..
V.—Well, what do you do for a living?
D.~—Oh, I just breathe in and breathe out . . ...

V.—But what’s your occupalion?

D—Pm in show business.

V.—Did you ever appear in a play?

D.—No, but I had my footin a cast .....
V.—Well, what do you do in show business?

D.—I used to be the “Petrified Man” in the circus. They charged
a dollar for admission to see me.

V.—Wasn’t a dollar rather high?

D.—Yes, but it took a lot of money to keep me petrified . . . .. If you
think the dollar was high, you should’ve scen me . . . .. I used
to earn sixty dollars a wecek except when it rained.

V.—What did you get when it rained?

D—Wet!..... But I didn’t always meet with success. Many’s the
time starvation was staring me in the face.
V.—That must have been a terrible sight for both of you ... ..

D.—I remember the day I was down to my last penny. But with that
penny I got a fortune!

V.—You got a fortune?

D.—Yes. It said I was trustworthy, honest and reliable . . . .. The
funny part of it was, 1 dropped in a slug ... .. But success did

come to me. The last nightclub I played I couldn’t get off the
stage for two hours.

V.—Why? No finish?
D.—Well, tell me bright boy, what do you do for a living?
V.—I’'m an interpreter. I speak five dead languages.



o
S]]

PATTER PARADE

D.—Now that’s fine! I think you’d make a very sociable corpse
V.—Well I can truthfully say I’ve never met a more perfect moron.

D.—Oh come now, none of us are perfect . . . . .
V.—TIll bet you don’t even know Poe’s “Raven”,

D.—Poe’s Raven? 1 didn’t even know he was mad . . ...

What caused the fall of Rome?

V.—T'll give you another one.
it was pushed . . ...

D.—Confidentially, it didn’t fall

V.—You ought to know something about American history. Why did
"2, Washington stand up in the boat while crossing the Delaware?

©D.—Because everytime he sat down someone handed him an oar . . ..

R . .
5 QV.—Surely you must have learned about the time Washington threw
R S a dollar across a wide river? Do you know how he did that?
i §D.——It was a cinch. Money went further in those days . . ...
° YV.—Do you know why he did it?
ol) ¥
EEZZ D.—Sure to teach two Scotchmen how to swim ... ..
- 2 V.—Well, as the dog said when he scratched his back, “That’s one on
7 me” .. ...
S0 .
“? O D.—Oh no! That joke shouldn’t even happen to a dog . . . .. Haven’t
2« you any kindness? Weren’t you ever in love?
= . .
5 V.—As a matter of fact I fell in a river once and that’s the same
< thing. You get soaked both ways . .. ..
he’s tossing them off tonight

D.—Oh, mother pull the covers up
. . . Well, if you've finished harvesting the corn for the day

T'll be leaving. TI’ve got a date with my girl.

V.—A girl? Who would go out with you?

D.—Oh, I’'ve got my attractions. Why Hildegarde said she wanted
to marry me the other day.

V.—And why didn’t she?

D.—It wasn’t the other day . . . ..

V.—Why would she want to marry you in the first place?

D.—Maybe she wanfs a last name ... ..

V.—Tell me, when was the first time you met the girl you’re going
with now?

D.—Last week. She was
the runway.

V.—At the airport?
D.—No, at the burlesque show .. ...

getting ready for the take-off and overshot
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V.—How did your girl get a job in a burlesque show?

D.—Oh, she pulled a few strings . .. .. You’d love the dimple in her
chin though. You’d love the dimple in her chin.

V.—Why twice?

D.—Double-chin . . . .. I'm going out now to take her for a ride in
my car.

V.—In your car? Where did you get a car in this car shortage?

D.—What shortage? Just look at this picture of a Buick. (Have
dummy hold photograph up to your face) There are 500,000

of them.
V.—500,000 Buicks?
D.—No, 500,000 pictures . . ...

V.—Well what kind of a car have you got?

D.—My car was turned out by Kaiser.

V.—Kaiser-Frazer?

D.—No, Kaiser Wilhelm . .. .. I'm going to drive her up to Lookout
Mountain.

V.—Why do they call it that?

D.—Well, you drive around and around the mountain, going higher
and higher, for fifteen miles and when you get to the top, you
look at your girl and say, “Lookout!” , .. ..

V.—That sounds like a dangerous trip.
D.—For who?

V.—I mean you might have an accident with your car. Are you
insured?

D.—Of course I'm insured. I get $1000 if I'm hurt in an elephant
stampede . . ...

V.—If you’re hurt by a car do you collect?

D.—Only if it’s driven by an elephant . . . .. Well 1 can’t wait any
longer. TI'll see you later.

V.—Before you leave don’t you think you ought to do something
for your audience? How about singing a song?

D.—Do you feel up to it? (Dummy waits for vent to nod.) Well,
let’s go. (You can do the standard stunt of having the dummy
sing while you drink a glass of waler, or for a novelty ‘and an
added laugh you can sing while you let the dummy drink the
glass of waler. After the song is over wind the routine up with
the following:)

D.—With a voice like that I should go a long way——--but I guess
I'd still hear myself . . ... .
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V.—How about giving me some credit? That song came straight
from my heart.

D.—Well, I didn’t think such noises could come from a throat ... ..

(This routine was designed for a complete vent act and so is rather
long. It can be cut into two short routines by beginning the second
one at the line that is in bold face type. It is so written that both
halves would still be complete in themselves.

Magicians who don’t perform ventriloquism can use this material
as a comedy dialogue between themselves and an assistant or even
as a burlesqued vent act using a live person in place of a dummy.)

*x Kk Kk

MY SECOND IMPRESSION OF AN EVENING WITH A
PUSH-BUTTON RADIO :

Good evening ladies and gentlemen! This is station D-O-P-E
broadcasting from the men’s room of the Hotel Marictta in Windsor,
Ontario ... .. IFor our f{irst program we bring you “Just Plain Bull”.
..... sponsored by DuBarry’s Dangerous Temptation. Don’t take
any substitutes. When you get inlo your drug-storc insist on Du-
Barry’s Dangerous Temptation. Just ask for D.D.T...... And now
for the Classified Ad Column of the Air. Wanted—waiter at insane
asylum—for serving soup to nuts . . . .. Position Wanted—refined
girl looking for nightclub work. Has no bad habits willing to
learn . . ... Personal—if James Blake, who twenty-two years ago
basely deserted his helpless, penniless wife and infant son Michael,
will return home Mike will take great pleasure in knocking hell
out of him. ..., And remember to use Scrapo Shaving Cream——
Scrapo removes the chief difficulty of your shaving your face .. ..
No brush, no rub in, no lather just blood . . ... Our motto: We
guarantee our product, not for a day, not for a month, not for a year
—in fact we don’t guarantec it at all . . ... 1U’s the Advice to the
Lovelorn program, conducted by Betty Wont, who says: “Marry him
if he’s rich—or tall-——or handsome—or if he asks you . . . .. And girls,
remember this. When a man has a hangover, he needs a bromo.
When a woman has a hangover, she needs a new brassiere . . . . .
So use Pike’s Peck Brassieres and remember our motto: "United we
stand, divided we fall’” . . . .. And here’s Professor Fizz and his
Oodles of Questions program . .. . . Question—Why does an old
maid wear cotton gloves? Answer—because she hasn’t any kids . . . .
Of course you all know what an old maid is. That’s a girl who’s
been waiting for her ship to come in so long, her picer collapsed . . . . .
Question—Who were the original ones to use the loose-leaf system?
Answer—Adam and Eve . . . . . A listencr from Oola, La. asks—
“What do naughty Egyplian girls become?” The answer—Mumnmies
..... And now for the jackpot question you’ve been waiting for:
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If seven days make one week, how many days make one strong? .. ...
Now for the weather report from Mexico City Chili today—Hot
tamalie . . . .. This was brought to you by couriesy of the Holstein
Haberdashery Store. Our undershirts and shorts are made entirely
from milk that’s why we call them udderwear ... .. Calling car
89-—Calling car 89—\Why haven’t we been hearing from you? Was
it anything we said? . ... . Calling car 15—Calling car 15—Happy
birthday car 15, you are now 16 . . . . . Dear Mr. Agony: I can’t seem
to sleep at night no matter how I try. What shall I do?——Dear
Madame: Move over to the edge of the bed and you’ll drop off in
no time . . ... Dear Mr. Agony: My hair is coming out so fast 1
don’t know what to do. What shall I get to keep it in? Dear Sir:
A paper bag..... Once again we bring you the Poetry Hour, brought
to you by Grundy’s Grucsome Greeting Cards. The following selec-
tions are included in our latest anthology “Spurts From A Leaky Pen”
Girls who eat a jot of sweets, will soon develop bigger seats.
..... Early to bed and early to rise and your head will never feel
twice its size . . ... Roses are red, violets are blue, Nellie’s are pink,
I know, I saw them on the line .. ... When you brush your tecth, do
you foam at the mouth? .. . .. When somebody turns out the lights,
does everything go black on you? . .. .. Then eat Victor’s Virile
Vitamin Bars one bite of our vitamin bar will give you cnough
quick energy to throw the rest of il away ... .. One satisfied user
wriles: “Two weeks ago my Mrs. was ailing. Thanks to your product
I now have anew wife” T Remember, you catf it hefore anrd af tér
mealsT"We sell more that way . . . . And now for the Fairy Tale Hour.
Our story tonight is about the three girls who joined a nudist colony.
It’s called “The Three Bares” . . .. . But first our sponsor wanis o
give you these words of advice: If your hand ilches, you're going
to get something. If your head itches, you've already got it . .. ..

* k *

SHE WAS ONLY A TRAINMAN’S DAUGHTER—LOCO WITH
NO MOTIVE

For a number of years we were both deliriously happy but
then"we met each other . ..., She was an odd-looking gitl. "She had
a big lieart and hips to mateh .. ... I tried to use her in my magic
act but every time I put her in the doll house, the doll had to get
out..... She was so fat it took me ten minutes to saw her in half
..... And then when I did finish sawing her in half she was still
two of the fattest girls you’d ever want tosee . . ... She weighed 250
pounds and she was mine every acre of her .. ... But I didn’t
care. I just worshipped the ground her father struck oil on .. ...
Whenever I looked at her, time stood still. In other words, she had
a face that would stop a clock . .. .. But it was a face men go for.
“Gopher-face Sally” they used to call her . .. .. the pride of the
Chicago stockyards . . ... But I never was that cruel, I just used to
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call her “Melancholy Baby” because she had a head like a melon and
a face like a Collie . . Her ears were so long she had to slay
locked in her room durmg the rabbil- hunting scason . . ... And she
used to wear such distinctive clothes! One dress she had really {it
her like a glove a catcher’s milt . ... . It was at the tender age of
fifteen lholwh that she got her first beau. Then when she was six-
teen her other leg bowed . . She was so unpopular, her appendix
was faken out more times than she was . . . . . But at least 1 know
she’s not two-faced. If she was she wouldn’t be wearing lhe one
she’s got now ... ... When I met her she was working as a wrestler
. . ... but she comes from a good family: half-Irish and half-
Nelson . . . But _she’s been_asked to get married lots of times.
Mostly by her father. and mother ..~ .. T remember she always wore
tight shoes because that was the only way she ever got to be %qucued
.« ... She bought a love-seat ten vears ago and one half of it’s still
new ««...One time she went berserk and enfered @ beauty contest.
It was a photo finish. The judges took one look at her photo and
that was the finish . . . .. Why when she gets ready for bed, the guy
across the street pulls down his shade™~ . .. But she was rcallv crazy
aboul me. Her eyes always used to light up when she saw me. I
vas the only one who knew how to charge her batteries . . . She
lwa\'s used To tell me she could have married anyone she plc'tscd
Tlle only trouble was she didn’t please anybody . . . She said two
famous men were fighting to get her FFrank Buck and Believe It
Or Not Ripley . . . .. Sometimes she’d sit down and cry and ask me
what was wrong with her. I tried to cheer her up. 1 told her she
had to be a woman of the world this world . . . And to top
everylhing else, she was so dumb she was fired from ‘the five and ten
cent store. Couldn’t remember the prices . . . . . But she knew all
the answers, The only trouble was, nobody ever took the trouble to
ask her the questions . .. .. On a sudden inspiration I decided to take
her out of the pits of despair and glamourize her. The first thing
I did was give her a perfume to repldcc the one she was wearing
Three Days On A Troop Train . . ... I was going 1o make her a blonde
but she was really too old 1o bleach her hiair. Remember, only the
young dye good . . ... Then_I had_her face lifted——but wheg they
saw what_was underneath it, ath it, they dropped it again . . . . . Bui she
looked like such an old woman that I—Rl‘f’hm“ back-to have her face
lifted again. This time the treatment was a success! When I saw
her agaim she didn’t look like an old woman anymore——she looked
like an oldman . .. .. But when I got through beauntifying her she
lool\ed like a regular glamour ghoul ..... I even put a red ribbon
in her hair to cover up the bald spot ... .. And then in no time she
had dozens of men at her feet. Everytime they looked up at her face
they were at her fecet again .. ... She began to forget about me and
was always down in the dumps. She was in love with the garbage-
man . . ... He had that certain air about him . . . .. He was the
one who found out she was just like paint. Once she’s stirred up
you can’t get her off your hands . . ... He soon lef{ her so she began
going around with an X-ray spec1ahst I guess he was the only one
who saw anything in her . . . . . I remcmber she once knitted a
swealer and ran out of yarn, so she finished it with spaghetti ... ..
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She went out with it that night and two meatballs followed her home
..... I soon discovered that I was falling in love with my creation.
The next time I saw her I could resist no longer. I asked her to dance
and she was on my feel in no time . . . ., Then I leaned over to kiss
her and her lips clung tenaciously to mine. I told her to spit out
that chewing gum but she wouldn’t listen to me . . . . . Then we went

out and sat on _the back porch and watched the moon come up.over
“herfather’s long winter underweatr. . . . . . We had great times together
afterthat. She said she liked to ride with the wind blowing her
hair back. Whenever I rode with her it blew right back into the
rumble seat .. ... And what fun I used to have burying her in the
sand at the beach. In fact I think I’ll be going down there again soon,

It’s about time to dig herup .. ...

OPENINGS

Ladies and gentlemen———and members of the audience.. . . . .
I'm _very happy to announce that just-before I came out.on_this stage,
1 signed_a_two-year contract with_Paramount.. (Wait for applause.)
Now I'm waiting for Paramount lo sign . .. .. But I could have been
in “The Yearling” the only trouble was they didn’t ask me . . . ..
You’re probably wondering who I am though. Well I call mysclf
Waterman. That’s not my real name—it’s my pen name . . . .. And
I'm going to do a few feats of prestidigitation for yon——

I just came back from a radio tour of the south I played all
the comfort stations down there . . . . . I'm really happy tonight
though. I just received a little bundle from heaven. (Wait for ap-
plause.) My laundry . . ... But now at this time I'd like to
Hmmin, I’d like to! 1 have to It’s in my contract . .. .. Anyway
I'm going to do a little magic I think you’ll enjoy

(A good gag opening can be yours by having the M.C. introduce
your act in this manner: “Tonight we have a very famous celebrity
with us and I think with a little coaxing we can get him to come
out and say a few words. Ladies and gentlemen, I want you to meet

the author of “The Razor’s Edge’.” Then you come on the stage with
your face covered with band-aids.)

*x Kk X
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CLOSINGS

(And after that last opening you’ll need one! At the end of your
act just say, “Well, I have to be going now,” and string on any of the
one-liners that are printed below.)

I'm working on a labor-saving device a rich old lady.

So as Juliet said when she met Romeo in the balcony—‘“Whassa
matter? Couldn’t you get scats in the orchestra?”

I have to go home and get my beauty rest. I've a date with a beauty
and you know the rest.

I'm traveling to Norway to watch the fiords go by.

I'm supposed to_meet my girl at seven o’clock on Eighth Street—or
was it eight o’clock on Seventh Street? Oh well, so I'll meet her
nine o’clock on Tenth Street.

I have to pay a woman hush money she’s the nurse who keeps

the haby quict.

My wife is giving a bride a shower

and I'm bringing the soap.

So remember—Washington may .be the father of his country——
but Coca-Cola is the pop.

* K %

CAFE ANKAKE

I always eat in a little restaurant down the street called the
Cafe Ankake. They feature gravy down there to match any vest . ...
I like the place even though it isn’t so clean.” In faét there are so many
mice in that place they run down the street to mecet the grocery wagon
..... One of them was in the Swiss cheese so long he didn’t squeak,
he yodeled . . . .. They have a cat to watch the mice but that’s all
it ever does watch the mice . .. .. The_cat’s_ name_is Ben_Hur.
They uscd.to_just_call it Ben until it had kittens . . . .. I like the place
because it’s high class. That Testaurant is so high class they even
have a midget to entertain the guests who are under the table . . . ..
They even air-conditioned the bar recently, but I don’t like it. I get
too tired chasing the head of my beer around . . . . . I went in there
the other day and it was so crowded I was putting the silverware into
someone else’s pocket . . . .. I finally asked the waiter to bring me
three Zombies and a hot glass of milk. You see the docior says I have
10 be careful of my health ... .. “While I was waiting for the drinks
I looked over the “Specials” for the day. They advertised something
called a Rainbow Trout Cocktail. One drink and you turn blue
around the gills . . . . . They also had a drink called a Carcfree
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Cocktail. It made you sce double and feel single . . . .. Then I turned
the page and began teading the menu. First on the list was a specialty
called Honeymoon Salad. Just lettuce alone . . . . . Next was a

September Morn Sandwich.  Cold chicken without any dressing
..... They also had a Romance Sandwich. That’s two pieces of
bread so stuck on cach other that nothing could come between them
..... Finally at the bottom of the menu they had a choice of two
dinners. One was for two dollars and the other was for five dollars.
1 asked the waiter what the difference was and he said the only
difference between the two was with the five dollar dinner you got
prestige . . . .. He was really some waiter! Every timie I ordered
Oyster Stew he said I might find a pearl in it. I'm still trying to find
an oyster init..... So he brought me the stew and while eating
it a big piece of plaster fell into the middle of it. 1 guess they figured
that as long as I was paying ceiling prices I was entitled to a piece

of the ceiling . .. .. Yor the main dish I had steak. They say the
chef at that place has been cooking for twenty years. T think it was
the steak I ate that he was cooking . . . .. I once ordered hot dogs
there and you should have seen them. The jackets on those hot dogs
were so old they had a belt in the back . . ... You know what hot
dogs are. They’re hamburgers with tights on . . . .”.”And another

time I-ordered rabbil stcw.—Tt-wasn’t-cxactly-all rabbit stew. It was
fifty per cent rabbit and fifty per cent horsemeat one rabbit to one
horse ., ... I finished my meal with a cup of coffce that tasted just
like kerosene. Iknew right away it was colfee though. The tea tastes
like turpentine . . ... I had cream with my coffee and T asked the
wailress if the cream was pure. She said il was as pure as the girl of
my dreams, so I drank the coffee black . . . . . But the manager of
that place is really progressive. He’s going to make the restaurani
smaller so that the portions will look bigger . .. .. I told him thal
I had an idea that would double the amount of beer he sold in a
week. All he’d have to do is give full glasses . . . .. It would have
been a perfect meal except for the fact that when I left I got indiges-
tion. It was my own fault though. I should have known bhetter
than trying to fit a square meal into a round stomach . . . ..

* ok %

LONG TERMS FROM LITTLE PHRASES GROW

I met her in_a revolving.door_and I’ve been_going_around with

ler ever since . . . .. I call her Jackson because she Jooks like a
stone wall. . ... And she_calls me Pilgrim because every time I.went
out with her I made a litlle progress . .. .. I remember how we used
towallkdown the street and all the boys would whistle at her. Half
the time I didn’t know whether I was out with a girlora dog . . ...
Ah, but I loved the ground her stockings dragged over . ... .. She

had a very unique figure If she hadn’t had housemaid’s knee her
legs wouldn’t have had any shape at all . . . .. Oh, it’s true. 'We had
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our quarrels but we always decided to kiss and make up. She got
the kiss and I got the make-up. (Smear mouth with handkerchief
as if wiping away lipstick.) . .. .. It was love at first sight so I
married her. Then I wished I had taken_a_second Iook . .. - Witli-
out knowing it I had taken my first step towards divorce——marriage
..... As we walkeddowiithe aisle she had a bouquet of roses on lier
arm and I had IFour Roses on my breath . .. .. And did my father-
in-law give me an awful fright as_we reached_the altar——-his daugh-
ter..... It was a dollar and cents wedding. I didn’t have a dollar
‘and she didn’t have any sense . . ... Later I found out I was tricked
into_the marriage. The gun wasn’t Toaded . ., . But after all,
imarriage is_just like a card game. You start with a pair; he shows

his heart and flashes a _diamond;_she_shows_a_ flush; and before vou

kuow it they end up. with a full house . . ... But lové is a beautiful
‘thing, It’s a shame we have to get married and spoil it . .. .. Don’t
get me wrong though. ™ 1 believe weddings are a greatidea. In fact
no married couple should_be willioutone . . . . . The firsi thing we
did was go down to the bank and open a joint bank account. You all
know what a joint bank account is. That’s something where a hus-
band puts the moncey in and the wife takes il out . . . .. Then we
started light housekeeping that’s just one canned thing after an-
other . .... I was so enthusiastic I even washed the windows and very
cleverly even if I do say so myself. I washed the windows on the in-
side so you could look out, but I left them dirty on the outside so no
one could look in . .. .. I’'m thinking of patenting the idea . . . ..
Then she got an interior decorator who picked the furniture, the
rugs, the decorations, and she picked my pocket to pay for it .. ...
We did have fun at times though. We went to the beach once and
she talked_so_much_even her tongue was sunburnt ... .. One of the
things she said was, “Lips tliat touch liquor will never touch mine,”
so I haven’t kissed her for eight years . .. .. A wife is really a wonder-
ful thing though.__She’s a person who will stick_with_you_through
all the troubles you wouldi’t have been in if you hadn’t married
herin the firsC place .. . . . I know before I gof married I said I’d be
{lic master in my house or know the reason why now I know the
reason why . . ... Before we were married I always used to catch
her in my arms now I catch her in my pockets . . . .. Well, 1
always thought she was an angel then and I wasn’t far from wrong.
She’salways up in theair and arping-about something 7.7 T know
soni¢ pcople say marriage is a joke. Try it sometime and séc liow
many laughs von gef out ol it. . ... Scientists ¢laim a married man
lives longer than a single_man, They’re_wrong- —it only scems
longer . . ... But after a year of marriage we were just like love-
birds always flying at each other . .. .. And then the baby came
but I should have expected that. When we were first married I said
we’d raise our children to be a drummer, a pianist and a clarinetist,
but she said she believed in a large siring seetion . . ... Well in no
time at all I found that a baby who’s a healthy pink may also be a
loud yeller..... ‘When I first picked it up they told me to watch the

baby’s head, but it wasn’t his head Ihad towatch ... .. 1 soon began

to keep the baby in a juke-box because it had an automatic changer
..... I also got the idea to feed the baby garlic so that we could find
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him in thedark ... .. My wife said it was a stinking idea though . . ..
But it was at this time that the worm turned, and it was about lime
I1did too..... One night she took my clothes and threw them all
over the floor and what was worse ycl——I was in (hem_, .. .. I really
told-heroffthough and ow whencver I speak my wife jumps-——
alloverme..... But I beat her up this morning I got up at seven
and she got up at eight . . . .. So you can see that I run things in
my house the washing machine, the vacuum cleaner, the
furnace . . ...

* K Kk

MAGICAL ONE-LINERS

I hear that Frank Sinatra wanted to be a magician, The only trouble
was, the rabbit kept pulling him into the hat . . . .. He’s really a
great singer though. I heard him sing “I Walk Alone” so convine-
ingly the other night——you’d almost think he could do it . . . ..
But he’s getling museles now., He’s getting plenty of exercise lugging
all that heavy money to the bank . . ...

I don’t have to do this. I have enough money to last me the res
of my life providing I die tomorrow ... .. "~

I've had quite a few requests_about-this trick——but T’'m going-lo
doitanyway.....

I’'d never let my parents know I'm a magician, They still_ think I'm
.a_dope fiend—— .. .

At this time I'd like to announce that none of the tricks performed
here tonight are accomplished by supernatural means, 1 want to
make sure you understand this because just the other night my
father told me not to believe in ghosts and he ought to know
he’s been dead for ten years now .. ...

I wasn’t always a magician. I used to be a female impersonator
until a sailor chased me up a dead-end street one night . . ...

I usually wear a cape in this act but it was Superman’s turn to
use it tonight . . ...

now there are lots

Once upon a time there were two magicians
of them ....

* Kk KX
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MY LIFE—OR—THE MARCH OF SLIME

My family always thought I’d be rich and famous when I was
born. (Look at audience hopefully.) I'm rich aren’t I? Well I'm

famous, aren’t I? Well T was born wasn’t I? ..., .. Ab, to be a
baby again! To be able to sit on a woman’s lap without buying her
a mink coat .. ... They called me a mystery baby because when 1

was born my father took one look at me and said, “Who done it?”
..... I was born at home, but when my mother saw me she went
to the hospital . . . .. I can still remember the time I learned how
1o swim. I was onc of a set of lwins and when we were born our
father looked at us and said, “Let’s drown the ugly one.” And that’s
how I learned how to swim .. ... But twins aren’t such an accom-
plishment. I was just reading in thé paper-about a woman_who_liad
triplets. Sciciice says_that happens only once in 200,000 times. Vd
just like to"know how she found_time lo do her housework . . . . .
But we were sitcliidenlical twins, when he died they buried me.. . . . .
I have another brother, bul he’s in an insane asylum, He’s just
crazy about the place . .. .. I also have three sisters by my mother
and three mothers by my father ... . My father and T were in
the liimber business during my carly years. He took me into the
woodshed so often I knew it backwards . .. .. But hardships have
always plagued my life. Why at the age of two I was left an orphan
and at the age of two what would I'do™with an orphan? 7 0 [~
They called me Grab-bag in those days. When anyoni¢ pickéd me up
they got a surprise . . . .. I used to cry so much they had to diaper
me at both ends . . . . . But I was very precocious. When I walked
for the first time I didn’t take one step, I took twenty-thrce 1
fell down the front stairs . . .. And I had long golden locks right
down to my waist. In fact it wasn’t until I got my first haircut that
I had to wear a shirt..... And it wasn’t easy wearing hair like that
in our ncighborhood. We didn’t live on the other side of the tracks.
That neighborhood was so tough we lived in the middle of them . . ...
Pcople were so broke that if you paid your rent two weeks in a row,
the police wanted to know where you got the money from . . . .. And
then I went to kindergarten. I didn’t hate to go to kindergarten, but
of course I was different from the other five year olds. I was twelve
yearsold . . ... And then I went to high school, and if you don’t be-
lieve me I’ve got six truant oflicers to prove it .. . .. It was at that
time that my father told me not to go to burlesque shows because
I'd see something I shouldn’t see. So at the first chance I got I went
to one and I did see something I shouldn’t have seen my father
..... Yow’re probably wondering why my skin is so white. Well
that’s because I always used to shoot craps as a kid. 1 was the one
who did all the fading . . ... But outside of that we were all healthy
kids. In fact we had such violent appetites, after each meal mother
would have to count her children . . . .. Everybody was ambitious
at that time, but not me. The only thing I wanted to be when I grew
up was alive . . ... I never liked that high school I went o, It
wasn’t really the school I didn’t like-——it was the principal of the
thing . . ... But there were only two things wrong with my high
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school career. My teacher didn’t recognize ability, and I didn’t have
any to recognize . . . . . I failed everything but history I didn’t
take history . . . .. But 1 used to be the track star in that school ——-
I sold racing forms . . . .. While going there I kissed my first girl,
and did I get a bang out of it my bubble gum exploded . . . ..
And then I graduated in my cap and nightgown it was a night
school . .. .. And did we celebrate my graduation! Tather threw
a party in the backvard but mother didn’t like it one bit she was
the party . . . .. And T'll never forget those last words my father
said to me. “Rover,” he said-———he always wanted a dog instead
ofason..... “you’re going to go a long way.” And to make sure,
he nailed the door of the box-car shut ... ..

*x K X

INTRODUCTIONS

(These introductions will prove invaluable to you if you ever do any
M.C. work. Don’t neglect this lucrative field for there is a great
shortage of capable M.C.’s at the present time. By adding a few
comedy routines to your magic, you'll be playing places you never
could have played before.)

FOR A VIOLINIST — Here’s a man who needs no introduction
so I won’t give him any . .. .. His name is.................... and he’s really
one person who's up to his chin in music he’s a violinist . . . ..
So let’s bring him out with a big round of applause—

FOR A DANCER — Andnow we have....................... Believe it or not
lie’s the one who originated the rhumba. He got the inspiration for
it in the middle of a waltz when his suspenders broke . .. ..

FOR AN ACTOR — I'd like to present that great actor.....................
He’s so talented, his acting once made an audience cry for their
money back .. ... But speaking of acting, I'm a great actor myself.
I once played Shakespeare but he ran out of the money . .. ..
And so I give you, and you can have him,........__......... .

FOR A GUITARIST — Our next performer plays a guitar and believe
me folks, he’s one guy who has easy pickings . .... Presenting............

FOR A SINGER — And now I want to preseni a girl I've played with
many times or put it this way—here’s a girl I’ve appeared with
many times ... .. Her name’s ... ... and she’s going to
bring you a musical bouquet bouquets smell you know . . ... 1
know lots of singers who can’t read music but she’s the only one
I know who can’t read the lyries . . . .. She’s so dumb she uses a
double whenever she has a three syllable word to sing . . . .. But
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without further ado I give you ... ... of the Metropolitan
Insurance Company . . ... The only singer who ever got an answer
from Chloe . . ...

JFOR A MUSICIAN — Next we have a very famous composer—the
man who wrote Margic. (Wait for applause and then turn to the
wings.) By the way, she never did answer did she? ... .. I've always
been interested in music myself. In fact I would have been the
world’s greatest organist if my monkey hadin’t died . . . .. I re-
member how I used to sing high C now I just sing low C.....
But at least our next guest can carry a tune. The way it sounds
though, he ought to carry it out of here . . . .. So now I'd like to
present last month’s guest conductor on the Grand Central Rail-
road ceeeceececeeee v .

* kK

THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW BUSINESS

I began my eareer on a showboat called the U.S.S. Insomnia.

They called it that because it rolled and tossed so much . . . . . 1
was seasick the minute I got on board. Now I know what they mean
when they say, “Travel brings out all that is in one” . . ... In fact

my stomach’s still pretty squeamish. I was riding in the subway
the other day and when the conductor called “Canal Street” I got
sick all over again . .. .. But it was unusual working on a boat.
TFor a while I couldn’t tell the starboard from the port but then
I read the labels on the bottles . . . .. We had a fan dancer in our
show who danced in nothing but chicken feathers and you could sce
all the men in the audience watching her like a hawk . .. .. Fan
dancer—that’s a nudist with her own cooling system . . . .. She did
a dance that was the hottest thifig this side of the Pitisburgh blast
furnaces. Even the air-conditioning was smoking . . . . . I always
thought that there was more to her act than met the eye, but what

met the eye wasn’t bad eitlier . . .. . ‘We also had a bubble dancer but
she left when her career blew up in her face ... .. I was placed in
a bad spot in that show. I followed a monkey act and everytime I
came out, the audience thought it was an encore . . . .. But when
I started my routine the women were in stitches. I never could
understand why they preferred their knitting to me . . . .. When
I was through though, the whole audience stood up as one man and
cheered. Never heard one man make so much noise before . . . ..
I didn’t_exactly stop the show. __I_just_sort_of slowed it up . .. ..
My act was so bad even my foot went to sleep .. ... The critics didn’t
think much of the whole show. They knocked everything but the
chorus girls’ legs and nature got there first . . . . . I remember one
time we added ten people to our cast and in an instant we outnum-
bered our audiences. . ... But we used to keep those audiences happy.
We gave everybody a Schrafft chocolate box on the way in and if
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they laughed enough we gave them the chocolates on the way out
..... To help out I even sang in a small quartet there were
only twoof us..... We were always short a couple of quarts .. ...
But then, striving for greater things, I left the showboat and struck
out on my own, For weeks I slept in a pup tent but then the pup
said he wanted it back . .. .. I was so poor that if T got my suit
pressed and went to the movies in the same week, one of them had
to be done on the installment plan . . ... But then I got a job with
the Russian Ballet and did I get laughs——ballet laughs of course
..... I did an oriental act and all during the act I burned incense.
It was a punk act . . . .. I would have been a headliner too if
they would have turned the billboards upside down . . . .. But I was
popular in Russia. I was the only one who paid track odds . . . ..
Then I returned to the United States as a leading man in New York’s
largest theatre. I was an usher in the Radio City Music Hall . . . ..

But all this didn’t discourage me. I was born in the thcatre-——all
the hospilals were crowded.. . . .. So next-I-did a show in (local col-
Tege). I'thouglit—thicSindents might be starved for recreation but
then I found out the college was co-ed . . . .. I’'ll never forget that
first night. The curtain went up on the overture to Aida and came
right down again that night we were doing Carmen . . . .. And

did I have bad luck. The act before me was terrible and in a few

minutes the crowd starled to boo them off the stage. Then I came on
and for three minutes I was _doing_great, when what do you fhink

happened? Right in_the_middle_of my_toiitine they tlhiought about

how bad that other act was and started booing again . .. .. All the
other actors in that sliow wantéd to get'a star on their dressing room
door but not me. I was still trying to get a door . . . .. But nothing

will discourage me. The theatre’s my home. I couldn’t find an apart-
ment any place else . . . ..

* Kk %

THE HOUSING SHORTAGE
OR

TWO CHICKENS IN EVERY POT AND TWO FAMILIES
IN EVERY GARAGE

I went looking for a house the other day and found something
right away that pleased me. She said she was busy though so I kept
looking . . ... I went through one house that really had hot and
cold running water. You had to run next door for both .. ... And
the bathroom was really out of this world-——which made it a little
inconvenient . . ... The salesman said he wanted only $50,000 for
it, so I made a deposit. The next day though, when I went back, he
told me he raised the price to.$75,000. But he didn’t intimidate
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me. I just took back my $2.00 deposit and went home . . . . . 1
finally found a room at a hotel and the manager said he was giving
it to me at O.P.A. From where I stood that O.P.A. must have meant
“Over Priced Attic” . .. .. He said it overlooked a lake. It also
overlooked good beds, good food and running water . . . .. But they
did have several conveniences. All the rooms were air-conditioned.
Every half-hour a bell-boy came up and sprayed the room with an
empty flit gun . .. .. And they also had hot and cold water there.
Hot in the summertime and cold in the wintertime . . . .. They werc
truthful in their advertising though. They said they had running
water in every room and they were right. The roof leaked . . . ..
There was a sign over my bed saying: “Sleep here and the angels will
watch over you.” All I know is a couple of them bit me . . . .. It
was so cold in that room I woke up in the middle of the night and
heard my false teeth chattering on the bureau . . . .. And all night
long the plaster kept falling down. I hadn’t been so plastered since
the night I drank a bouquet of FFour Roses . . . .. But I finally stopped
complaining about the plaster falling down. There was none left
tofall..... ‘What a place! You pay ten dollars a day and then they
have the nerve to call you a guest of the hotel . . . .. Each morning
we’d have breakfast in the dining room. Some of the people wore
bandanas around their necks but most of them got up in time to
wash . . ... One morning they served spring chicken for breakfast.
It tasted pretty good too, but I didn’t enjoy it. My teeth kept getting
caught in the springs . . ... It was the only hotel that ever featured
a stomach-pump at every table . . . .. And was that place dead!
After six o’clock they used to stand the sidewalks up on end and usc
them for tombstones . . . .. One night I tried to liven things up by
giving an impersonation of George Raft. I was so good my case
comes up tomorrow .. ... The main trouble with the place was the
fishr didn’t bite but the mosquitoes did . . . .. I can’t understand it.
Some people fish. All I manage to do is drown worms . . . .. Well
I'm leaving today and moving into a boarding house. You know
what a boarding house is. That’s a place that gives you lousy quar-
ters for good dollars . . ...
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COMEDY RELIEF

(This is a little stunt designed for use in between acts or as a short
time-waster while scenery is being changed. Come out and an-
nounce, “We have quite a few celebrities here with us tonight and
I'm sure you'd like to meet some of them.” Then go into the fol-
lowing routine while pointing out people in your audience. Don’t
worry about the reaction of the person you’re pointing at, for it usu-
ally will be a passive one and the rest of the audience will get a
big kick out of this idea.)

Over in that corner we have Gonzales Greenberg, who’s come
all the way from Brazil to spend Pan-American Day with us. Pan-
American Day that’s when all the South American countries get
together and pan America . . . .. He’s a big coffee executive down
there started from the grounds up . . . .. Scated over there is
Lord Archibald Snitch. He’s the only person who doesn’t mind
people putting their noses into his business. He manufactures hand-
kerchiefs . . . .. He's just visiting here in America.  He says he
still has his seat in Parliament. It must be an awful strain on vour
suspenders, Lord Snilch . . . .. He’s eighty-nine and he’s never gone
out with a girl and lhie doesn’t smoke, drink or gamble. I'm still
trying to figure out why he wants to live solong . . . .. Up front there,
is Horace Snapgirdle. HM@M\ know _what that
s, That’s a _man_who_gets paid for doing what other men_get
slapped _for_... . . . His brother was the one who disproved that old
superstition that you get seven year’s bad luck when you break a
mirror. He broke one and he didn’t get seven year’s bad luck. He
was killed in an explosion the same day ... .. And that distinguished
looking gentleman over there is Oh, never mind folks. That’s
the janitor . . . .. You floor-flusher you . . . .. And last but not
least, we have over in that corner Murgatroyd Kilroy. He made
a fortune selling toupees to bald-headed cagles . . . . . Now he’s
working on a wonderful new invention that Iets people see through
a solid brick wall. He calls it a window . . . .. He’s so dumb he once
stayed up all night studying for a blood test . . . .. Well, that’s the
last of our celebrities so on with the show:
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CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR — AND ONCE
A YEAR’'S ENOUGH

I see that Christmas time is almost here again.  Christmas—
that’s the time when both trees and husbands get trimmed and lit

up ... . It’s the season when you hear the neighbors blasting the
radio all night long playing “Silent Night” ... .. 1t’s the time when

every girl wants her past forgotten and her present remembered.
..... I was going to give my girl a book last Christmas but then
I changed my mind. She already had a book . . . .. I didn’t know
what to get her so I went into a department store to look around.
When I was in the toy department [ squeezed one doll until it hollered
“Mama!” Then I squeezed another one and it screcamed “Floor-
walker!” .. ... 1 went up to one counter to get a present for my girl
and the salesgirl said, “Can I interest you in something in nylon
stockings?” 1 said, “Surc but let’s see about the present first.” ... ..
I knew 1 couldn’t give her cigarettes because she doesn’t smoke, So
I finally gave her flowers because I knew she———m— . .. .. She
gave mec a combination sport and smoking jacket for my present.
‘When I put it on it was a sport jacket but when she kissed me, it was
a smoking jacket..... But this year I'm going to give her something
every woman greatly wants me . . ... I hope she has another
Christmas party like last year. They had a game at that party called

“Christmas Tree”. Ewerxglﬁﬁslood in_the_corner_and_tried io H get

llt tup . Then we played another game called “Photography™.
You pt put out the lights and see what develops . . . .. Last year her

family had an electric Christmas. Her brother got an electric train,
her sister got an clectric iron, her mother got an electric washing
machine and her father got the clectric chair . . . .. What a guy he
was! Some people like to hang mistletoe at Christmas. All he ever
wanted to hang was his wife . . . .. Each Christmas he was always
in a quandary as to what to get her for a present. Then one year
he finally thought of something. The only trouble was he necded
a prescription to get it ... .. Well, I've taken care of all my Christ-
mas shopping. I even sent my father a check for $50. Now I'm
waiting for him to sign it and send it back . . . .. I don’t want much
for Christmas myseclf. Just a pair of stockings preferably well-
filled .. ... Well I have to be going now to hang up my socks in
front of the mantelpiece. 1 want to hang them up early this year
because the only thing I found in my socks last Christmas was
holes . . . ..
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HORSES DON’T BET ON PEOPLE

I met a fellow the other day who said he could make a fortune
playing the horses. In fact he showed me how on the back of one
of his unemployment checks . . . .. It’s a system for beating the
first four races cevery day. You don’t show up until the fifth . .. ..
Then he gave me a tip on a horse called Loud Z. After the race I
called him the same thing . .. .. It was a fourteen horse race and
he said there was only one other horse in it he was afraid of. Per-
sonally, I was afraid of the other thirteen . . . .. So I went out the
next day to (local race-track) to see the race, .............. —that’s the
annex i{o the Bank of Ameriea . . ... It’s a place where you pick
up a racing form and say, “Eeni—meeni—mini” until you haven’t
any moc . . ... And the betters out there are so eager to lose their
money that when they yell, “They’re off ” you don’t know whether
they mean the horses or themselves . . . .. The horse 1 played was
named Duz and T figured it was a good bet because Duz is supposed
to do everything. Well it did everything but win . .. .. The fellow
who gave me the tip said the horse would walk in. The only trouble
was, the other horses werc running . . . .. Scientists say horses can
sleep standing up. But why do they have to do it when I bet on them?
..... I think the only reason that horse ever came in was toeat . .. ..
But after a while racing gets under your skin which makes it
uncomfortable for all concerned . . . . . Just last night I dreamt I
slept with a horse. Of course it was a night-mare . . ... In fact I
knew a mother whose son couldn’t resist the horses. One day though
he suddenly disappeared and there was no trace of him anywhere,
But that didn’t discourage his mother. In fact, to this day she still
burns a light for him in the two-dollar window . . ., . . I playved
another horse once and that horse was so unpredictable I didn’t even
bet him on the nose. I put the money on the whole horse. He
might’ve come in sideways . . ... That horse was so stupid that
when they cried “They’re off!” he just turned and said, “You can’t
fool me—I know they’re not,” . . ... He was so swaybacked that
as he came into the stretch the jockey stumbled . . . .. But he ran
a steady race. Last all the way ... .. He was so slow he came in
six lengths behind the jockey . . . .. 1 hear every time he runs they
have to photograph the track to find him .. ... All my horses are
like that though. Some of them run so slow they have to pay the
jockeys time and a half for overtime . . . .. But an inside tip meant
a lot of money to me the other day. I got a tip my wife was at the
track and I arrived in time to stop her from making any bets . . . . .
Little by little 'm learning the sport though. Already I know enough
not to bet on steeplechase races. They’re not on the level . . . . . One
day I noticed a dizzy girl beside me making plenty of money on each
race. I asked her where she got her tips from and she answered,
“I just take the list of entries for the race, close my eyes and stick
a pin into the sheet. Wherever I stick the pin, I bet on that horse.
But I make most of my money on four-horse parlays.” “Oh!” I said,
“Do you use a pin to pick the four horses?” “No,” she answered,
“for parlays I use a fork.” .. ... I tried that pin system once but my
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aim was so bad I played Chesterfield cigarettes in three different
races..... As soon as I began sticking the pin into the entries though,
I met with success. In fact I did all right up to the third race when
1 jabbed the pin into the program too hard. Before 1 could do any-
thing though, the woman in front of me had won the race by five
lengths .. . .. And 1 only played her for show too ... .. But now
that (local race-track) is closed, I hear that the people who only
bet on sure things are betting on pedestrians crossing the street . .. ..
At least horse racing is a clean sport though. In fact I never left the
race-track yet without being cleaned . .. .. But there’s an old saying:
“You can beat a race, bul you can’t beat the races.” I just wish some-
one would tell me which race they mean . . ...

*x *x X
A SAP’S FABLES

You’re looking at the unluckiest man in the world. I’'m the
only onc who ever received a 4I° classification while sitting in a
landing barge attacking Iwo Jima . .. .. Was [ nervous! I smoked
so many Camels I got a hump on my back ... .. And then when I
got through that I was transferred to a mechanized division and
rode a jeep for 50,000 miles during the rest of the war. I was even
decorated for it. Got the Order Of The Purple Seat ... .. It was
while I was riding in that jeep that 1 got a telegram from my girl
at home. It read something like this: “Couldirt wail for you so
1ave married your father. Love, mother.” .. T was as discouir-
aged asa lien. You don’t think a hen is discouraged? How would
you like it if you could never find things where you laid them? . .. ..
At times I thought it would have been better if Plymouth Rock had
landed on the Pilgrims . .. .. And then on top of all that, T had to
cat that army food. I'm not saying it was bad but a buddy of mine
was swimming in the ocean when he suddenly was surrounded by
sharks. So to keep them away he threw his K-rations at them and
would you believe it those sharks threw them right back at him
..... That fellow was always a great kidder. He was the one who
made love to a girl in a jeep so now they have a bouncing baby boy
..... And I can still remember the recruiting officer telling me
how the uniform would get the girls. Every girl I said hello to looked
at me as if she had just stepped off Plymouth Rock and 1 had just
crawled out from underit .. ... I was turned down so oflen I felt
like a bed spread ... .. Oh, 'l have plenty to tell my children about
army life. I'll tell them to join the navy ... .. What a time I had
when I was discharged! The first thing I did was get drunk. I knew
I was drunk because when I walked through the park I saw three
men on a horse and the one in the middle was General Grant
..... I was so confused my mind went one way and my body the
other but we both wound up in the same place what a burlesque
show!..... The next thing I did was buy a suit and this is it, When
I got this suit it looked like a page from Esquire. Now the pants




44 PATTER PARADE

look like they’ve been condensed for Reader’s Digest . .. .. My tailor
said it would wear like iron. He’s right. 1 can’t even sit down in
them..... And then, as a civilian, the breaks began to come my way.
The government wanted {o make up for the way they treated me so
1 was offered the job of President of the United States. I refused it
though no chance for advancement . . . .. I wasn’t going to jump
at the first thing that came along you know ., ... I come from a very
famous family. My brother is so famous everybody takes off their
hat before him. He’s a barber . . . .. You should see the clip joint
he’s running . . . . . Everybody calls him the town cut-up . . ... He
shaved me once and when he finished I gave him a dollar tip. e

cut me four times and_then _put_picces of paper_over the culs, but

I gave liim a dollar anyway. 1 figure anylime a man can be a bavher,

a bulcher and a paper-hanger——all af tlie same tiine——he_descrves
a dollar tip_. . . . . [ have anoflier brother who runs a filling station.
He’s a dentist . . . . . Lives from hand to mouth . . , .. He’s sup-
posed to be a model dentist. The only trouble is he’s nol a working
model . . ... I went into his oftice once and he said he couldn’t sce
me. He said he had an appointment to fill ecighteen cavities———then
he picked up his golf-clubs and left . . . .. All T had was a pain in

one of my back teeth but I didn’t know which one it was.. [ knew
it wasn’t my wisdom tooth., That didn’t give me any trouble. Come
to think of it, it didn’t give me any wisdom cither . . . . . But 'm
glad I'm healthy otherwise. In fact I never paid a doctor bill in my
life. The only trouble is, he’s getting pretty sick of all those unpaid
bills . . . .. Well, you know that old saying: “Doctors must have
patients.” . . ... I had a third brother but he’s dead now. He was
a missionary who was eaten by cannibals. 1 guess you could say
he gave them their first taste of religion . . .. He once proposed to
a girl and said, “Refuse me and I shall die!” So she refused him
and forty-two years later he died . . . .. Well I have to be going now.
I'm as busy as two octopuses necking . . . . . I'm cleaning up a for-
fune in crooked dough. I'mm a pretzel manufacturer . . .. .

* X X

CARSTAIRS -+ CAR-STARES == CARFARES — CAR-CARES

I just bought a ’47 coupe the other day. With the sales tax
it comes to 47.50 . . . .. The salesman who sold it to me said it was
a pleasure car and was he right! It was a pleasure to get out of it
..... It was the first time I ever saw a car that was held together
by the paint job .. ... It has what’s called an indifferent horn
it just doesn’t give a toot . .. .. And every time I try using the crank,
the crank stands still and the car spins around . . . . . But I don’t
care. Two more payments on it and I can drive it in the daytime
..... But these new cars are really wonderful. They’re made so
human they actually blush when you strip the gears . . . .. My car
is. really air-conditioned now. It saw Betty Grable the other day
and blew its top . . . .. It has a liquid drive——there’s a drip at the
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wheel . .. .. I went driving with my girl yesterday but 1 didn’t get
as much milecage on my car as I usually do the wind wouldn’t
{ill the sail .. ... She said it was the first time she was ever in a
car that ran out of wind . .. .. Then I began lo teach her how to drive
the car. The only trouble was 1 forgot lo_sliow her how to_aim it
. Tlicway she drove thal car_yow’d_think she was_rehearsing

for an accident ... .. But she really tried_her best to learn, an

after a_while 1Ic road began to_turn when she did .. ... On the way
back I tried to make love (o her, but all she did was shake her head
for ten minutes in a row she had her nose caught in the wind-
shield wiper . . ... But I had a terrible accident yesterday., I was
driving down the street when my car got caught betwen two trolley-
cars. Do you know anybody who wants to buy a tall, thin Buick?

I saw a car a few days ago with just a back seat. 1 asked
the owner how he mianaged to drive il and he answered, “Don’{ be
silly!__Thave another car for driving.” .. ... It was a used car
you_should IavescenwhalZiCwas used for . .77 Bul T guess I'm
betler off than a friend of mine. He bought a car and was he swin-
dled by the salesman! The guy told him he could ride around for
years in it without any trouble and only a month later my friend got a

parking ticket . . ...

* ok Kk

MISCELLANEOUSA PATTER

At Thanksgiving time use the following: “I'm all set for this
Thanksgiving. I crossed a turkey with a centipede so everybody
could have a drumstick . . ... But if there is anybody who has no-
thing to be thankful for, it’s the turkey. He’s hit in the neck, loses
his head, they break his legs, knock the stuffing out of him, cut him
to the heart, and then pick on him for days.” ... ..

Occasionally the place you arc playing in is plugging one of
the National Something-or-other Weeks. You can then use the
following, after giving the original plug: “I always do my best to
support these special weeks. During National Apple Week I went
out and had an apple. During National Doughnut Week I went
out and had a doughnut. During National Baby Week 1 went
out and had a but that’s silly isn’t it?” .. ...

If an assistant from the audience comes up with a very wrinkled
suit, quip: “I don’t know where that suit hibernates during the
branding season, but it certainly looks as if it never saw a hot iron
..... That’s one suit that’d even take the Hart out of Schaffner and

”
.

If you’re late for your cue, apologize with: “I'm sorry I'm late
folks, but I came out here on a bus and was it slow! It stopped at
almost every telephone pole along the road. I guess that’s what
I get for riding on a Greyhound.” . . .., .
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If the place you’re performing in is particularly empty, say:
“Don’t worry about all_those_empty_fables (seats) folks. They're
rescrved

for New_Year’s Fve,” .. ...

If you haven’t had time to shave, rub your face and explain
it away with: “I guess next time I'll have to stand closer to the
razor.” .....

Occasionally a member of your audience will like a joke so
much he’ll begin to applaud. Look at him sternly and say: “You’ll
applaud_with the rest of the pcople or out you go. No individual
applauding in here.” .. ..

If a gag lays a bad egg comment: “We could wait for the laugh
but the theatre closes at midnight.” . . ... Or: “I don’t see how
all you people can sleep out there with the lights on.” .. . ..

Occasionally while working a strenuous routine your hair be-
comes disarranged. Push it back with the palm of your hand and
then look at your palm in amazement as you quip: “My God, I've
struck oil!” ... ..

Every magician makes a slip once in a while and if you're
playing for an audience that isn’t too reserved, the inevitable ues-
tions will be embarrassing. So, when someone asks you why you're
holding that gimmick in your hand, answer: “That’s a moot question
so I’ll give you a moot answer moot!” . .. .. It’s silly, but it
usually shuts them up and gets you over a bad spot.

‘Whenever you have two people on the stage and give one of
them a piece of apparatus to examine, he always continues to play
around with it even while you're talking or giving instructions to
the other spectator. When this happens, turn on him suddenly and
ask in a sharp tone, “What are you doing there?” They usually
will answer “Nothing!” if your tone of voice is right. If this hap-
pens, reply: “Well how will you know when you’re finished?” .. ...
It’s this apparently spontaneous answer that is always good for a
big laugh.

If you have a girl up from the audience to help you, ask her:
“Are you having dinner anvwhere tonight?” as she leaves the stage.
She usually will answer, “No” giving you a chance to reply, “Well
you’re going to be awfully hungry by tomorrow.” . . . .. I still haven’t
figured out what to say if she said “Yes” though. A litile on-stage
coaching will assure you of the right answer however.,
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Stooges walking across the stage during your act can reap a
lot of laughs. Have one come out in a Yogi costume and ask you,
“Would you like your palm read?” You answer in the affirmative
and he then takes a paint brush from behind his back and paints your
palm a glowing red. Be surc the stooge conceals the paint brush
until it’s time to use it. I recommend a small brush dipped in red
ink, for the latter is the easiest to get off. Don’t tell me it’s corny.
I know it. But I also know it brings down the house whenever it’s
used.

Have another stooge walk across the stage carrying a long plank.
‘When you ask him what it’s all aboul, he answers: “I’'m looking
for a room I’ve already got my board.” . .. ..

After a particularly zany stunt, crack: “In this racket you
have to be crazy or you’ll go nuts.” .. ...

Last but not least is the ever-present possibility of a trick going
wrong. If this should happen to you, get out of it with: “I haven’t
been so confused since I tried to {ind the men’s room at the Y. W.
C.A>.....

*x K Kk
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And so another book is ended,

All the gags are down and blended;
Some may think they’re pretty splendid,
Others may have been offended.

But I'm not one to judge this doubt,
The money’s all I care about;

A last word though, ’m not without,

Gentlemen! The patter’s petered out,
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