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TJItanlcd !

★ ★ ★

I use that word instead of the customary “INTRODUCTION” 

for it truly expresses in a nutshell all I would like to say to my 

readers. Thanks for your support in making my first patter book, 

the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PATTER, the largest selling patter book 

in  the history of magic and thanks also for the many hundreds of 

letters you’ve sent, encouraging me to write another one. Here is 

the answer lo your letters in the form  of a bigger, and I hope, better 

book of comedy material.

It was about a month ago that I got the itch to write, so I took 

out my scratch-pad and began PATTER PARADE. I abandoned 

work 011 a shortened history of Japan entitled “FROM PORT AR

THUR TO MACARTHUR”, and even shelved plans for one called 

“H O W  TO RAISE CHILDREN W ITHOUT AN ELEVATOR”. I was 

always a slow writer but that’s because most of my readers can’t 

read very fast. However, realizing the urgency of the situation I 

set to work with a vengeance, but in a short time I realized a type

writer was easier to use. In 110 time at all I was keeping four secre

taries busy--- one of them was taking dictation. The following

monologues, under the title of PATTER PARADE, were the result.

Of course you all know what a monologue is--- that’s a conversation

between a man and his wife.

I ’d like to throw in a few words of advice before the comedy 

material begins though. I ’ve done my best to give you the best 

routines I could put together, but you’ve got to do your part in put

ting them over. Personality w ill make a good joke a great joke and 

lack of it w ill k ill the effectiveness of any routine. When you per

form these monologues forget your inhibitions and act as if you 

were one of the world’s great comedians instead of an undertaker’s 

assistant. It doesn’t take much to get laughs from  these one-liners. 

All it requires is a bright delivery and a basic sense of timing. If 

you don’t know what this means watch any of the top-flight comed

ians work and it soon w ill be apparent.

Tell the one-liners in a cheerful manner and to guide you in your 

tim ing of the gags, watch carefully the dots and dashes interspersed
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throughout the material. A series of dots indicates a place where 

you should get a laugh, so pause at this point and let your audience 

laugh. Never kill a laugh by hurrying your material. Your audience 

paid to have that laugh so let them enjoy it. The series of dashes 

you will see. now and then indicates a pause, not for a laugh but to 

put over the gag by a proper delivery of it. This is known as the 

tim ing of a gag and w ill come naturally to you after a few public 

performances of this material.

I ’m  not trying to set any hard and fast rules. You’ll find that 

if your style is really good they w ill laugh in places other than those 

indicated in the book, as well as in the orthodox intervals. Don’t 

ignore the laugh because the book doesn’t indicate a pause. You’re 

being paid to entertain your audience and if you can make them 

laugh you’re certainly doing this. Besides, comedy is a funny busi

ness (no pun intended). You’ll find that once you break down the 

initial resistance of an audience, and get them in  a giggling frame 

of m ind, they’ll laugh at even the corniest material and w ill howl 

even if you just make faces at them. Above all, don’t give them too 

much of your stuff at one time. Be clever, be brief, be seated!

You w ill notice that I ’ve applied these routines directly to magic 

in  only one or two places. This is because the average magus prefers 

to use this material for straight M. C. work, thus adding versatility 

to his act. However, if you wish to embellish your magic w ith the 

gags it is a simple matter to add them to your act. Remember, the 

routines consist of almost 2 0 0 0  one-line gags arranged in story form . 

It requires no great effort, therefore, to transfer these individual 

gags to your magical patter, for they cover such a diverse range of 

subjects you can easily find several that w ill suit any type of trick 

you are doing.

This and the succeeding paragraph are relatively unimportant 

so if you’re in a hurry skip them. I  would like to say however, for 

the sake of the reviewers and critics reading this volume, that the m a

terial enclosed in the routines is not original. A small percentage of 

it did flow from  my fertile brain, but most of it was gleaned from  

the humor of a great variety of entertainers and writers. To the 

writer who accused me of plagiarism by innuendo I say this: W hen

you take material from  one writer it’s plagiarism--- when you take

it from  many writers, it ’s research.

There was also a little apprehension on the part of the fraternity 

of critics of the inclusion into my first book of blue or off-color patter. 

Certain of them m ight also take exception to some lines in this book
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but I can assure the reader that I have taken great pains to present 

only inoffensive material in my routines. I strongly doubt that 

there is one line in this book that couldn’t be used over the radio—  

one of the most severely censored mediums of entertainment known. 

W e’re living in a progressive age. Comedy that would have appeared 

risque forty years ago can be used by Sunday School teachers as 

illustrative anecdotes today. In turn, the material that some con

sider a little daring today will be quite commonplace ten years hence. 

I  believe I am being impartial in  this but I would always be glad 

to hear from  my readers if they are of a different m ind .'

In conclusion, I ’d like to thank Ted Trinkaus, Jr. for his line 

cover art work and the many other people who have aided me in the 

preparation of this book.

Well, I  see it ’s time to crawl back into my old joke-books and 

start the proceedings rolling. I hope you’ll like it but if you don’t, 

remember: My prose is bad, but it might be verse!

ROBERT ORBEN

The poor m an’s Bob Hope 

or

Man’s poor hope — Bob

★ ★ ★
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PATTER PARADE
by

ROBERT ORBEN
The State Library of Victoria 

“A LM A  CO^UI^NGfc-COLLECTION”

GILDING THE GUILLOTINE

(The liead-chopper is one of the most consistently popular tricks in
magic and so 1 feel that a great many readers can use this routine.
It is the only routine in  this hook that requires a stooge planted in
the audience.)

Magician— In this next trick I ’ll need the assistance of a gentleman 
from  the audience. Is there anyone out there who would 
like to aid me? (Your stooge planted in the audience, 
races down the aisle and up onto the stage, making a 
good deal of noise in  the process. You shake hands with 
him  and continue.) Thai’s very kind of you to come up 
here but tell me, why all the hurry to aid me?

Stooge— Aid you? I thought you said fade y o u ! ............. (Stooge
takes out a large roll of stage ;money and counts it briefly.)

M.— Well, now that you’re up here will you assist me in this next 
trick?

S .— W hy sure! I happen to be a great fan of yours. /EverytimeJ[ 
see one of your tricks-LuisLstaniLandjvvonder.

M.— How I do i t? _

S. — No — _why you do it 1 . . . .

M.— Well, just let me explain to you what’s going to happen in  
this next trick. This piece of apparatus standing beside me is 
a replica of an old Chinese guillotine ■— an instrument used 
to chop off the heads of certain erring ones. And for your 
pleasure I ’d like to demonstrate it tonight.

S. — That’s very nice of you but what do I do?

M.—  (Magician ignores this last remark.) First I ’m  going to take 
this liead of cabbage and place it in the opening where the 
human head should be. Then I’m  going to place both my hands
around the handle of the b lade--- count one, two, three and
plunge it downwards. (W ait for your audience to get a good 
look at the split cabbage before proceeding.) That concludes 
the first part of the demonstration and now for the second.

S. — Yes, but what do I do?

M.— Well, it’s not so much what you d o--- it’s what you have
done to y o u ........... (Pick up the two sides of the cabbage and
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hold them beside the stooge’s bead as if you were comparing 
their sizes.)

S. -—Oh no, not me. I m ight get excited and lose my h e a d ............

M.— Y es! ------■ Well, what are you afraid of ? Haven t you got
any guts?

S .— Yes, but I don’t want them spilled all over the f lo o r .............

M.— Haven’t you any sense of progress? Suppose Romeo had never 
married Juliet? Suppose Anthony had never married Cleopatra?

S .— They didn’t.

M.— Weil, they’re all dead, aren’t they? ..........

S .— But this is impossible!

M.— Suppose Fulton had said it was impossible?

S. — That’s simple. W e’d have no fish m arke t..........W ell---- maybe
you’re right. But you’re sure nothing will happen to me?

M.—  (Magician nods his head confidently and then motions stooge 
to place his head into the guillotine. After the magician snaps 
the locks shut he says:) Nothing_that a m iracle couldn’Lcurc.
............But first I want kTplace a sheet of newspaper on the
floor under your head. The management in the last theatre I
played said they couldn’t wash the bloodstains a w a y .............
(Use the newspaper with the phoney headline “LOCAL MAGI
CIAN BEHEADS ASSISTANT” or j  our personalized version of 
it. Be sure the audience is able to see it clearly before you 
place it on the lloor. You can also get another laugh by placing 
it down so that the stooge in the guillotine can see it. A little 
good acting here and all the way through w ill really mean a 
lot of laughs.)

S .— Listen, when you hired me all you said I ’d have to do was rest 
my head.

M.— Well, aren’t you?

S .— Yes, but pretty soon it’s going to be resting on the floor without
a body under i t .......... If you expect me to go through with this
you’ll have to give me more money.

M.— How much arc you getting now?

S. — Ten dollars a week.

M.— Well, I ’ll give you thirty dollars a month.

S .— (Stooge thinks a minute and then says:) O k ay .............. Just call
me Schizophrenia--- I ’ll be a split personality s o o n ...............

M.—  (Magician raises his right hand to bring down the blade.) Well. 
as the executioner said when he_|iulletLthe_switchT_!lThis!lLkill 

_you., r . . . . TTiut firslTTfiirn to-the orchestra leader and say:) 
W ould you m ind playing a little of “I A in’t Got No Body” ?
Well, we’d better get this over with chop-chop..........

S. — Please, no more cutting rem arks..........
M.—  (Now you begin working that standard gag of raising your arm  

to hit the blade handle and stopping at the last moment to say
something.) One--- tw o---- remember, I m aim  to please
......... (Raise your arms once again and as it’s coming down stop
and say:) Are you troubled with falling hairs?



P A T T E R P A R A 1) E 7

S. — Yes.

M.— Well after this, you’ll never be troubled by them a g a in ............

S. — N o ----I ’ll be troubled by falling he ad ..........

M.— Steady now!

S. — I ’m  not going any p lace ..........
M.— O ne--- tw o---- three! (Smash the blade down, pause a

split second and then quickly unlock the top part of the appara
tus, showing the stooge safe and sound. W ait for your applause 
here. Remember, primarily you’re doing magic so let your au
dience see and appreciate the effect.)

S .— Well, where’s the big money you promised me for doing this?

M.— Right here! (You guessed it! Take out one of those big bills 
and hand it to the stooge as he walks off.)

★ ★ ★

LOVE — THE W O R LD ’S GREATEST INDOOR SPORT

I was standing in a drug store when 1 first saw her. W hat a 
moment that was! I heard a buzzing in my ears, lights flashed,
bells sounded--- then someone shut off the pinball m ach in e ............
She was a suicide blonde--- dyed by her own h a n d ...........She came
right up to me alfd askFdTiie if Fw a ii I e d- k fp l a y around--- at the
time I didn’t know she was a g o lfe r .............So in an instant she
gave.me aJdss. W e ll, she didnjt exactly give it to me. r s orFof had
to squeeze it out of h e r ............ShcTwatTa co-ed at (local college)'.
YoiTknow what a co-ed is--- that’s a sweater with a high I. Q.............
She wore a sweater for three reasons. One, it kept her warm. The
other two were obvious .............She was a gi'rl_wlio_(]idiT’rhave  any
principleTTnit could slieT draw in te re s t!............ She was so popular
even her sweater got fan m a i l ........... W hen I met her she had just
baked herself in the sun for six hours so she could be the toast of the
toAvn..........Right then and there I asked her for some old-fashioned
loving.__So she introduced me to hFrii* rand mother . 7. . . She Had a
grandmother who was really crazy abour01d~Grand-dad...........She
was ninety years old and didn’t use glasses— she drank right out
of the b o tt le ...........But I really liked her granddaughter. I used to
call her Checkers because si le j m imed every tim e I made a~wvong
m o ve ......... I called at her house one day to take her out and did she
give me a scare! She said she was going to wear her low-cut gown
and show me a thing or tw o ........... It was sort of a baseball dress.
It had a diamond back, a grandstand view in front and showed a 
lot of fast curves.......... She also had on a perfume that was so ter
rific I  was positively smell-bound.......... So we got to the restaurant
and she said she wasn’t hungry. That may have been so, hut it was
the first time I ever saw sparks come from  a knife and f o r k ...........
She said she was on a diet--- she didn’t eat anything but fo o d ..........
W hile she was eating her soup she found a fly in  it. She called the 
waiter over and told h im  to remove the insect--- so he threw me
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down four flights of s ta irs ...........After the meal 1 proposed to her.
I told her if s 11 e <Ii(1 n ’t accept jn e j f d  run right oii[ and throw my
self in front of a. passing blonde . . . . . T  said I ’d go through miything
for her, so she let me go through my hank account f ir s t .......... Then
I began finding things out about her. She’d been married so many
times the wedding gown was her native costume..........She’d been on
more laps than a n a p k in ...........Then I discovered she was a veget
arian. She only went out with men who had plenty of cabbage.........
In other words she was a gold-digger. That’s a girl who can make
and break a man at the same t im e .......... Nevertheless, IJiivijedJlier
up for a scotch and so fa ......... But we wound up in the movies neck-
ing~aTrd~pcniing. It was only when the show was over though that I
found we weren’t sitting together..........Then I took her to a horror
show and she screamed twice--- once at the p ic tu re ............It was
then that she got sore because I borrowed too many magazines--- -
I took too many liberties........... It was her own fault though. She
said love was blind, so I was just trying to feel my way around.
..........There wras a girl w ith a one-word vocabulary---- “N O !” ..........
And to make it worse she returned, my .ring in_a box i na r k c d “ Glass.- 

. .Handle. W ith  Care’’ . . . . .  She also sent a letter with it saying we 
were tlirouglu When I read that letter it brought tears to my eyes 
---- it was written on onion s k in ......... But just yesterday I got a tele
gram saying she had been eaten by an African cannibal. Oh well, she 
always did look good in black . . . . .  But everybody says I ’m going.fQ 
get into trouble chasing women. I know better though. I t’s only 
affei~I~catcirone that the trouble beg ins ..........

★ ★ ★

HOSPITAL DAZE

You wouldn’t believe it but just one month ago I looked so bad
my life insurance agent took his calendar b a c k ...........I never could
understand how I got in such a terrible condition. I took medicine 
at Columbia for three years, at Harvard for four years, and at Johns
Hopkins for two years--- and after all that medicine I still felt lousy
............I still had a good appetite though. In fact there were only
tw’o things I couldn’t eat for breakfast--- dinner and supper...........
I was taking medicine regularly but the stuff wasn’t any good. When
you read it backwards it d idn’t spell a ny th ing ...........One day I felt
so bad I sent my wife out to get something for my liver--- and she
came back with a pound of o n io ns ............I decided then to go to
a doctor, and the one I went to really had some reputation. They
said when you’re at death’s door--- he’d pull you th rough .......... So
hejooked me_ over and the first thing he said w as jha t my ey_es_were 
weak., .That’s ridiculousL-Why on a clear day I can see mv glasses
...........I  know a fellow who really is nearsighted though. ' His eyes
are so weak lie has to count elephants in his s leep...........He finally
counted so many elephants that by the time he got to sleep it was
time to get up a g a in .......... B u i I think that doctor was a quack. a_nd
I ’ve got my reasons too. First he told me to take a physic and lhen
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lie told me lo stav in b e d .......... Docs that sound jrcasonable? . . . . .
Somebody-told me that lie trcaled“a patient for yellow jaundice 
twenty years before he found-out the fellow was a Jap . . . . .  He 
was more encouraging in my case. He said there was nothing wrong
with me that $500 couldn’t c u re ...........Then lie said I had a falling
stomach. I d idn’t believe him  until I tripped over it going out the
d o o r .......... The next day I registered at the hosp ita l.............W hat a
hospital that was! The guy next to me had a fever of 101 degrees
so they put him  in bed with a guy who had the c h il ls ...........Then a
gorgeous nurse came over to me, placed her hand over my forehead
and actually expected my temperature to go d o w n ........... But.after
a while I got.to^be suspicious_of everybody in jhat.hosp ita l. Eyery-
time I heard a knock 011 my door I ’d ask, “W ho goes there--- friend
or enema?” ......... They soon gave me my operation and I was forced
to take a local anesthetic. They couldn’t get the imported k in d ..........
W hen it was over I was so happy I left a tip 011 the operating table
.......... In 110 time at all I  was making remarkable progress. In fact
I  was gaining so fast I was almost catching the nurses...........I liked
the one called Appendix. They called.ber Appendix because a irthe
doctors wanted to take her o u t ............Well, I ’m  out now and I ’ve
got to adm it that doctor"knew what he was talking about. He told 
me he’d have me walking in a month and he was right. Ilis  b ill was
so high I had to sell my c a r ..........But I know a fellow who went to
a doctor and was told he had only six months to live. Then lie went 
to another doctor who told him  the same thing— that he had only six
months to live. So now he has a y e a r ...........And everybody says I
did a smart thing to o .........

★ ★ ★

HECKLER-STOPPERS

(To my m ind the silencing of hecklers is a necessary function of 
the entertainer and he must always be prepared w ith verbal bomb
shells to squash these amateur M. C.’s. Just throw a few of the 
following at anyone who is causing you trouble and the chances are 
you won’t be bothered for the rest of your act.)

The last time I  saw a head like that a jockey was bending over it.

There are only two reasons why some people don’t m ind their own
business. Either they haven’t any business or--- they haven’t
any mind.

Don’t start anything or I ’ll knock you conscious.

If anyone puts a price 011 your head--- take it.

He can’t match wits w ith me;--- 1 haven’t got any wits to match
h im  with.

I  hope all the teeth in your mouth fall out but one--- that should
stay in for a tooth-ache.
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It’s just lucky for you that I ’m  a scholar, a gentleman and a coward.

D idn’t I once sec your tongue hanging in a delicatessen?

How would you like to come out to my car and smell the exhaust 
pipe?

(Occasionally one of them gets the jum p on you by cracking a joke 
that your audience really laughs at. Squelch them by saying, “Good
for you. You made a joke. W hat are you trying to do--- top your
parents?”)

★ ★ ★

CRIME DOESN’T PAY —  BUT THE HOURS ARE GOOD

I heard an old friend of mine died the other day. Too bad! He
was a regular gyp off the old b lo c k ...........He was so crooked even
the wool lie pulled over your eyes was 50% c o tto n ............ In fact
he always used to count his money in front of a m irror because he
didn’t even trust h im se lf........... He was sent up the river so many
times they used to call him  Show boat............ lie ’s the forger who
worked on a check for six months only to have it come back marked
“Insutlicient Funds” ..........When they put him  on trial for it he said
he was just a poor fish--- so the judge sent him  up the river and
put him  in the c a n ..........But then his mother went to the judge and
cried, “Have mercy on my son!”--- so they let h im  go and sent her
up the r iv e r ...........He was versatile too. Once he was arrested for
picking his way through a crowd--- a pocket at a t im e ............He
once tried to pick my pocket but all he got was practice ...........You
sometimes hear about men who spend ten years finishing one novel 
but he had it all over them. He once spent ten years finishing just
one sentence.............That was the time thejr caught him  playing
“Onesie-Twosie” on the cash register where he worked. Onesie for
the boss and twosie for h im ...........When he got out he really got a
good job though. He worked only one day a year and that was on
Election Day. He was a taxidermist--- stuffed the ballot boxes . . . . .
But lie finally passed away during a poker game. Died of a rare
disease called Five A ces ...........Left a wife, three kids and six cops
without support..........
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I CLEAN UP IN  W A LL  STREET  

OR

THE L IFE  AND LOVES OF A STREET CLEANER

I don’t have to do this for a living. I ’m  really a W a ll Sheet
bear--- and that’s no b u l l ...........The only trouble is, last week my
stock went so low I had to read the ticker-tape in a decompression
cham ber.......... I was so upset I d idn’t know which broker to phone
first--- the stock or the p a w n ..........But I don’t have to worry about
money. Just yesterday I was otfered a job with the Eagle Laundry  
---- but who wants to wash eag les?............I ’ve got a lot of exper
ience too. I once had a job in a garter fac to ry ...........It was a snap
.......... B ut m y real ambition is to m arry a rich girl who’s too proud
to have her huMiand~work~...........Meanwhile-! ’Ve bought aiY interest
in something the salesman called a going concern. The only trouble
is--- it’s going in the wrong d irection ........... Our first product was
a new kind of lipstick with a glue base. One kiss and the man is really
stuck with h e r .......... Next we manufactured a hollow piece of soap
so that there wouldn’t be any useless little pieces left over after people
have washed with i t ........... Now I ’m working 011 an idea to sell ice
in the wintertime. There’s 110 competition th en ......... But my friends
always said I ’d be successful. Some of them said I m ight be President 
someday but I know better. Mrs. Truman would never marry me
...........My brother’s a successful pilot. He owned a plane that ilew
so fast you had to set the controls for landing before you pushed the
throttle to take-otf............ He wanted to take me lip one day but
I refused. I even get air-sick when I lick an air-mail s ta m p ...........
He said it was perfectly safe though. He said there were more 
accidents in bathtubs than there were in airplanes; so I haven’t been
in either since th e n ...........He finally did persuade me to go up and
when we were 10,000 feet high the motor stopped. I 11 an instant 
we began to fall towards the earth but the fall d idn’t hurl me a bit. 
It was the sudden stop at the end of it that sent me to the hospital
.......... My uncle had an accident once---- but1 he married h e r ...........
They say a bigamist is a m an w ith one wife too m any. W ell, he’s
got one w ife_foQ~lnany andJie ’s-iioLa.bigam ist...........She’s the only
woman I know of who says she has nothing to wear and_iTeedsIfour
closetfTlo keep it i n ..........She’s so ugly he takes her with him  every
place~hTTgoes.~~HtThas to. It’s better than kissing her goodbye..........
Twenty years ago he asked for her hand and she’s been giving it to
h im  ever s ince ........... B efore they got married lie used to hold her
hand and it was love. Now lie does the same thing buT lt’s self-de- 
fgnse . . . .  T ile always savs she has a m ou th lik e  a ro s e ^b iu F ^ it  
op_ened whenjshe—was-bc^jnZTmTOrJiasn’t closed sincc 7T . . .“But I 
haven’t seen h im  in quite some time now. HIT was given ten years 
for rocking his wife to sleep. You should have seen the size of that
r o c k ! ...........W hat a trial that was! Before he took the stand they
told him  anything he’d say would be held against h im--- so he said,
“Jane Russell” ........... Then they asked him  if he was guilty of the
crime. W hat a stupid question! He hadn’t heard the evidence yet
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..........But lie’ll enjoy doing nothing for ten years. It’ll be an exten
sion course in what lie’s been doing all his l i f e ........... He’s so lazy
lie used to run his car over a bump to knock the ashes off his cigar
........... He’s the only one I know of so lazy that he always throws
kisses.......... In fact he never did a day’s work in his life. He used
to he a night w atchm an ..........But lie’s really a great guv. I ’d share
anything I have .with him. If I had Jwo Buicks, I ’d give him one.
If I had two horses, I ’d giye“ liim  one. _ If J  had two blondes---~do
you think he’d like ;uiother_Buick?..........

★ ★ ★

W H EN  THERE’S A B ILL — W E ’RE AW AY

I just took my salary to the bank. I had to. It was too small
to go by itse lf.......... A ll I can say is my boss better give me a raise
soon. Three other companies are after me——-the light, water and 
'gas rcfimpanies. . . . . .  But I ’m  only kidding. T have a big salary.
Goes to live iimires—— my wife and four chorus girls"......... But what
do I care for money? W h y o n ly  yesterday I lit my cigarette with 
a twenty dollar bill. I wonder why my dentist keeps sending them
to m e ? ...........Some people have trouble meeting their hills but not
me--- I’ve got trouble dodging th e m ............They say money talks
but all it ever says to me is “Goodbye” .............I read in a book
that poverty is a blessing in disguise. W ell the disguise is perfect
............But I ’ve resolved to live within my means, even if I have
to borrow money to do i t ..........Before I ’d take charity I ’d b e g ...........
I ’m  not like some people who want to have their picture on a $10,000
bill. I ’m  content to have my hands on o n e .............But what’s a
rich man anyway? Nothing but a poor man with lots of m oney.........
Tm^ going to geLa_goQtl_fob-tliough. Something like a lien’s got.
ITcan lay down on the job all dav long anti slill~~get~results...........
It ’s not t h a p ’m  lazy. I love work--- work fascinates me. I can
sit around aTnl~waIcli it for hours . . . . .  But where does work get 
yem? You WOl’k-hkmET'dog'Tor eight hours a day so that you can
get to be boss and work like a dog for twelve hours a d a y ............
And then the income tax gets all your money anyw ay ...........I  don’t
know why they made St. Patrick’s Day come after March 15. They 
want you to wave the green after they take it away from you . . . . . 
They always say, “Pay your taxes with a smile”, but when I try they
insist on c a sh ............But I fixed them last year. W hen I finished
filling out my income tax report the government had to give me 
something--- six months in A lcatraz ...........

★ ★ ★
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THE MANLY ART OF SELF-DEFENSE

Did I see a nifty at the lights the other n ight!--- Too bad her
husband was with h e r .............Personally I never could see much
in fights though--- my opponent usually closed my e y es ..............
They used to call me Short Circuit, because I was always out like
a l ig h t ...........In fact I was so bad I couldn’t even go a round w ith
a carousel............But I never was carried out on a stretcher---- 1
had silver handles sewn on my shorts ..........It’s a rugged life though.
During training a fighter has to give up drinking, smoking and wo
men. For relaxation he breaks training . . . . .1  always used to get 
into condition by riding a horse. YoTfknow, you’d never think that
anything filled with hay could be so h a r d .......... I got on a gambling
horse once. I wanted to go one way and he wanted to go the other
--- so he tossed me for i t .......... But I was really in my stride then.
I won ten straight fights hv knockouts and then I decided I ’d have 
to take on better opponents. So for my next bout I fought a man
........... My manager said that I ’(l beat him  hands down. The only
trouble was, lie wouldn’t keep his hands d o w n ........... From the be
ginning of that tight he belted me all over the ring. But I could
take it--- 1 just didn’t know what to do with i t ..........He finally won
the fight by a decision though. I decided I had e no ug h ............I ’ve
still got square shoulders left from those fighting days. I got them
from  eating cereal--- 1 ate the boxes too . . . . .

★ ★ ★

MY GIRL — THE OBJECT OF MY CONFESSIONS

I ’m  really glad the football season is here again. Now a guy 
can walk around with a girl on one arm  and a blanket on the other
without getting suspicious looks from  the cops ..........But wintertime
presents its problems too. I hadn’t worn my long winter underwear 
for so long that when the cold weather came I put them 011 upside
down. This morning I had to open the flap to brush my tee th ..........
But I guess I ’m  running in bad luck. I gave m y girl ja_l'ancy^pair of 
garters last week and she gave them toJie r mother. Now I giiess
r i l~never see them a g a in ........... She’s one girl who eah speak n ine—
languages, but she can’t remember the word “no” in any of them
. . . . . She can’t add, but she certainly can d istract.............Her parents
call h e r E 11 core ~bcca 11 s (Tsh e wasn’t' oi'rthe prog ra m ............ I ’ve known
her for an awfully long time now! TtTfact, when we were small, we 
used to put our arms around each other and do our homework. 
But later things changed. W hen I  got older I stopped doing
the hom ew ork ........... She’s really grown up now. Everybody says
she dresses like a lady. I wouldn’t know--- 1 never saw her dress.
 But I can’t understand girls nowadays. It used to be an insult
to offer a girl a drink of liqudr. Now she just swallows the insult
 My girl is always so drunk they call her the tight s k ir t ............
I  call her Auto Radiator though. That’s because she’ll freeze up 011
you if  you don’t keep her filled w ith a lcoho l...........She always calls
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me Clock.because my hands go around her so fast it alarms h e r .........
She already knows I ’m  a comedian. Every time I go out with her
I  try to be fu n n y .......... I even gave her a diamond once, and.believe
mc_ thereIs_only_ one tiling 1 la rue r than a diamond ... that’s paying
for i t ..........But I ’m  beginning to suspect her. I saw her go into the
movies with my best friend yesterday. I would have followed them
■ but I already saw the picture . . . . .  I ’ve always wanted to hold
hands with her in the movies but I never could--- she goes on
Friday and I go 011 Saturday ...........They show the serials' 011 Satur
day ..........But I soon found out she has larceny 011 the brain. She’s
so two-faced I ’ve been beginning my letters to her with: “Dear sweet
heart and gentlemen of the jury” ..........And then she tried to poison
me. She fed me arsenic with vitamin B1 in it so that I ’d look good
for the fu ne ra l.......... I found out that there were many men in her
life. One of them was very rich and said he could lake her to the 
Stork, but I said I could do better than that. I could have the stork 
come to her house ..........I continually tried lo phone her but she al
ways hung up--- leaving me in the hands of the receiver.......... But
I ’ll never forget that last time I saw her. She had 011 a dress that
kept everybody warm blit herse!f........... She said it was something
she had just thrown on. From where I stood it looked as if she had
damned near m issed..........And then a very strange thing happened.
I  was standing outside her room when everything went black. She
must have hung something over the doorknob ............That’s when
I stopped going with her. I discovered she spent $5000 a year 0 11
dresses, so now JLni-i>oing wItrriTer~dressina k e r ............She’s really
coining up in the world though. I just heard that she’s rubbing
shoulders with the Astors and the Vanderbilts--- she must be
awfully itc h y .......... And she’s also going to marry a molorman---- -
well, more power to h e r ............

★ ★ ★

NO BOSS IS NO LOSS

I ’m  glad you like the show and I think the man who made it
possible, Mr...................... deserves a good round of applause. (W ait
until this dies down and then continue.) We just call him  Sourdough
--- that’s because he keeps his money in an old m ilk b o tt le ............
He’s really quite a guy though. Owns a newspaper--- then lie got
tired of carrying it and threw it aw ay ..........He’s so cheap he always
goes to the movies early to beat the prices. W hen he saw “The Man
W ho Came To Dinner” he hadn’t even finished breakfast y e t ...........
He drives his car around corners on two wheels just to save his tires 
. . . .  He’s the only guy I know of whose clothes have one-way pockets
.......... He once ran into a drug-store and bought up all the two-cent
stamps he could get because he heard they were going up to three 
cents . . . .  He’s so cheap he wouldn’t even spend Christmas . . . .  Last
Christmas he just gave me one handkerchief--- then he b le w ...........
And ug ly ! He’s the only person in the world who looks as bad as his 
passport photograph ..........His face has so many wrinkles, when he
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smiles lie looks like a Venetian b l in d ............He’s setting television
back ten years..........He’s so bald you need sunglasses to look at him
in a bright l ig h t ............But being bald isn’t so bad. Think of all
the time he saves not combing his hair . . . .  But then again, think
of all the more face he has to w ash .......... At least it’s a unique face.
I don’t know what there is about his left eye that makes his right
eye keep looking at i t ...........W hy  he’s so cross-eyed, when he cries
the tears run down his b a c k ............He’s one person I could never
see eye to eye w ith ...........He says lie’s around fifty.___ If that’s so, it
must be his second time arountlTT". . . When lie was young Billy 
wasn't even a kid 7 . . . .  He’s still got a lot of life in him  though. lie  
used to play the piano by ear, but now he's too old for that, so he
fiddles with his w hiskers........... I  even saw' h im  chasing girls down
gopher holes. W ell, it’s better than chasing gophers down gopher
ho le s ............He’s even taking lessons in deportment. Doing fine I
hear. In  another two weeks he’ll he deported .............. But he really
likes me. W hy just the other day he said he’d give me the shirt oil'
his back--- and I wras to have it back Friday— washed and ironed
...........Not to he outdone I told him  to treat my house as if it were
his own--- so he sold it this m o rn in g ...........He^s the kind of a.guy
who asks vou_xi_question, answers it for yo u . a 1 uL tlie 11 - says yo u ’ rc
wro n g ..............But he finally got married last week. He married an
ugly girl because he figured in thirty years she’d be as pretty as ever 
...........They say she married him for his money----- well, she’s cer
tainly going to earn i t ..........

★ ★ ★

COMEDY SONG TITLES

(Use these when introducing a vocalist or as a gag in your own act. 
Patter along these lines: “And now I ’ll sing that song written by
the Siamese twins, ‘My Spine Is Your Spine’ ............Or as one ape
sang to the other ape, ‘Gorilla My Dreams I Love You’ ” ............F it
your introduction to the song title you’re using and you’ll get a good 
laugh for your trouble.)

She W ouldn ’t Kiss Me In  The Canoe So I Paddled Her Back.
Get The Hammer Mother, There’s A Fly On Baby’s Head.
Stop The Presses! You’re Hurting My Wrist.
Let Me Off At The Next Stop Conductor, I Thought This Was A 

Luncliwagon.
Let’s W ash The W indows Mother, The Neighbors Are Straining 

Their Eyes.
I ’m  Dancing Tonight W ith  Tears In My Eyes ’Cause The Girl I11 My 

Arms Is A Boy.
I ’m  Looking For The Guy W ho Began The Beguine To See If He 

Can Stop It.
Romeo Gave Her A Love-Sick Look, But Her Father Thought It 

Was Something Juliet.
She Laughed W hen I Sat Down To Play— But How Was I To Knowr 
r She Was Ticklish ?
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TRAVEL BROADENS ONE

It’s really cold out where I ’m  living. In fact, the other day the
mercury fell so low it pinned a mouse to the f lo o r ............And the
ground was so cold the hens were laying eggs from  a standing pos
ition ......... So I decided to get out of (your town) fast. I went down
to the station and I was so anxious to get moving I climbed into the 
locomotive and began shoveling coal. I shoveled one ton; I shoveled
two tons; I shoveled three tons, and still the train didn’t move---
it was an electric eng ine ...........But soon we were moving, and the
first three hours of that trip were terrible. Then I started using my
own d ice ..........I also read that book about the orange who married
a banana and had a little peach--- you know, “Strange F ru it” ..........
It didn’t take us long to get to the sunny south, and when I stepped
from  that train I was walking on air--- the porter forgot to put the
steps d o w n ...........But I like the south and those southern accents.
W hy even the traflic signs down south read “No U-all turns allowed”
............ 'Flie first thing_I...did was_Iook up all the old landmarks-I

.knew---^but they were all m arried............Then I got myself a job
b 11t'FTlidn’t~keep i r  1 o n g. My boss said he wanted to see business
boom--- so I threw a bomb in his s to re ........... But I told him  off
when he fired me. “Remember,” I said, “every dog has his day--- -
and the ones with short tails have w’eak-ends.” ............Ile  gave me
a reference anyway. It went something like this: “He workedIher.fi 
one day, aird~wlieh he left we were satislied.” . . . . .  Then I got 

TTiysClf^rjolT as a baby carriage salesman, T m tl had to give that up
also. They sent me into virgin territo ry ............It was then that I
decided to fly out west. I think flying is wonderful. In fact I can’t 
understand why some people are afraid of it. I ’ve been flying ever 
since I was four years old and sat down on the safety pin in my diaper
............I ’m  proud to say I learned flying from no one but experts.
Maneuvers from Doolittle, landings from Lindbergh, and take-offs
from Gypsy Rose L e e ............In  fact I now have 300 hours in the
air which doesn’t compare of course with my father, who has twenty-
seven years in Sing S in g .........I  soon took off for the west though and
for two hours I was flying blind--- but then I managed to sober
up a l it t le ..........Af^one point I went over a m ountain and then_dove
down 30,000 feet w lnig~all~my~sins flasliecTbefore me. It was so
interesting-! went back up and dlvedHown eight m o re jim e s ...........
I finally got out west and was lriioTtlicre! IFwas S(Tliot the squirrels 
were sitting around with their fur coats unbuttoned . . , . ,. And it 
was so dry out there the trees were chasing the dogs . . . . But I
like the west. Out. .. therc-the-men-like. their liquor.Jiard and their
...women s o f t ..........They’re the ones who always die with their boots
on. T^uess they don’t want to stub their toes when they kick the
bucket........ I fitted right in  with them though. My ancestors thought
nothing of getting up at six in the morning and I ’m  Hie same way
I~7Ioi7t Tfiiiik mucir~oT~it cither ............ Rut I~lovc the good earth.
AirHay Jong 1 dig in it, plan in it, plant in it, and in the evening, T
fall fiat on my face in i t ......... I  got myself a job, and for two months
I did nothing but punch cows--- then someone taught me how to
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m ilk th e m ............ I t ’s a good thing too. The cows were beginning to
punch b a c k ............ I milked so many cows that I used to shake hands
one finger at a tiine^........... But it was one job I got plenty of pull
from  . . . .~.Tt"kept me busy too. I really had my hands full all
day lo n g ......... Soon though I wanted to get moving again, so before
I knew it I was in:

★ ★ ★

CALIFORNIA —  LAND OF SILKEN HONEYS

I knew it was California by the way it was raining cats and dogs.
In  fact, all the roads were fu ll of pood les............They say it never
rains in California. I  guess the sun just drips persp ira tion ............
A ll I know is the climate’s what brings people to California and
the weather’s what washes them a w a y ............ I  iinally stopped in
Hollywood. Hollywood —  that’s where people spend money they 
haven’t yet earned to b~iiy~ tliingsThey don't w ant-to impress"people 
they donT l ik eTT . . ."Everybody’s always~criticizing~the" wav the 
people in Hollywood drive hut they know what they’re doing. I t ’s
the pedestrian’s fault if they can’t figure it o u t ............ In fact, the
latest model cars out there have a big rubber stamp on the bumper—  
so that when you hit a pedestrian it stamps them “Killed In Calif
ornia” ...........Things aren’t as prosperous out there as they used to
be though. In  fact nowadays things are so tough even the yes-men
are saying “maybe” ............But I got myself a job right away. I
worked as a liandy-man for an actress; but I was tired in a week---
got a little too h a n d y .......... Then I worked as the “Human Cannon
ball” in  a circus. W hat a job! Imagine getting loaded two times
a day, seven days a w ee k !...........But it was then that I got my first
big break--- 1 missed the n e t .............After that I was appointed
judge in a beauty contest. I never did that sort of work before, so
I knew I ’d just have to feel my way a ro u nd .......... I really had to be
high-class for that job so I went right out and bought a suit of eve
ning clothes--- but the pajamas didn’t lit m e ...........I even changed
my name to Horn and Hardart so it would match the name on my
silverware........... I ’ll never forget the night the beauty contest was
held. I got into a cab and the driver looked at me suspiciously and 
said, “The fare’s two dollars.” “That’s all right,” I answered,'“I ’ve 
got three dollars in my pocket.” So he let me off three miles past
•where I was g o in g ..........But 1 finally got to the contest hall and sat
in the middle of a large thick rug while the contestants walked by. 
I always did like thick rugs though.' You can lay an egg and it dis
appears into the p lu s h ........... The first contestant was really some
thing. She didn’t look a day over thirty--- she looked several years
over i t .......... She was so fat she looked like number one on the Hip
Parade . . . . .  She was one girl who grew up--- and sideways too
............ She looked like she was poured into that bathing suit but
forgot to say “when” .......... In  other words she had a m illion dollar
figure but she’d let inflation set i n ........... The next girl looked like
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a rose--- Broadway R o se ........... She would have been six feel tall
if  they ever straightened out her le g s ...........One of the judges said
she had lips like cupid’s bow. From where I was sitting it looked
like the bow had slid down to her le g s ........... One girl looked just
like Lana Turner’s sister--- Stomach T u rne r ...........Her teeth were
so far apart, everytime she opened her mouth she looked like a
picket fe n ce ............ Somebody said she was the cream of society.
She looked more like the c a n ......... But I shouldn’t be so hard on her.
She was just recovering from a terrible accident. She was having
her face lifted and the derrick b ro k e ........... One girl at the contest
was the real Latin type. She had a Roman nose--- it roamed all
over her fa c e ........... She had such big feet that when she took off
her shoes and stockings she was half-naked.............And did that
girl have buck-teeth ! _Shc__was_the_only_.person who could eat_ an
a pp I c throng I Ta tennis racke t..............Of them all there was only one
contestant I did like. She represented New Jersey and really walked
with a Jersey Bounce......... Everytime she strolled past she reminded
me of chewing gum--- Wrigley all o v e r ............ She was wearing
a sarong. Sarong— that’s a gaily-colored potato sack for tomatoes
......... The material it was made from cost three dollars a yard. She
was wearing about four cents w o r th ............I ’m  still trying to find
out how so little could hide so m u c h ..........That sarong was so tight
it fitted her like a s un b u rn ............She really looked like a m illion
dollars and she had the money invested in Hie right places
She looked so good everylxKly'else in the hall looked good a lso ..........
She was really having a tough time of it though. She had entered 
herself in two different contests at the same time. One for the most 
beautiful back and the other for the most beautiful bust. She was
so excited she didn’t know which way to t u r n .......... She didn’t have
anything to worry about though. She was onojyalhing beauty-that 
was really worth wadiiig-for . . . . . But I always did go for bathing 
beauties. In fact, I wouldn’t m ind bathing one that wasn’t such a
beauty ........... So without hesitation I voted her the “Girl W ith  W hom
You Are Most Likely To Succeed” ............

★ *  ★

ALCOHOLICS UNLIM ITED

I just got a flash from Hollywood! It says they’re going to star
Bay Milland in the “Best Beers Of Our Lives” .......... There’s a lucky•
guy! He gets drunk and gets an Academy Award. I get drunk and
get a hangover............ But even he doesn’t compare to my_unclc
Theory. Everybody calls h i n TTh c o r y b e ca u s e he sefijgnTworks • • • •
He’s'liie only m an'I'knov^Of^lio’sTTeverhad a hangover------he’s
never stopped drinking long enough to have o n e ...........He liked his
bottle so much everybody referred to him  as the County C o rk ..........
But he liael an excuse for being drunk all the time--- he was study
ing for the b a r ...........Hc_was_in the army in the last war and was
permanently A. W . 0. L.--- After Women Or L iq u o r ............ One
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day they found him in the gutter, but it wasn’t what you think. He
was only trying to curb his th irs t...........He’s really a versatile guy
though. He once made quite a hit of money putting outboard motors
011 floating k idneys ........... Then he became a waiter---- you know,
one of those fellows who believe money grows 011 trays . . . . .  But 
lie’s in the hospital" now^ H e ’was "washing windows 011 the eighty- 
third floor of the Empire Stale Building and stepped hack to admire
his w o rk ..........But you shouldn’t blame h im  loo much for drinking.
The reason most people drink liquor is because they don’t know  
what else to do with i t ...........

★ ★ ★

STATE OF THE NATION

You can’t blame a person for being confused these days. Every
body’s saying Washington’s in a bad state. Up till now I always
thought it was in the District of C o lum b ia ..............This is the age in
which everybody’s trying to get back to normalcy. About the only
ones who haven’t succeeded are the insane asy lum s ........... It ’s also
the era of the clothing shortage. But a few people can remember 
when they still could get two pair of pants with a m an’s suit. And 
they were very practical too. The pants underneath never got dirty
..........But the shortage is really so bad a friend of mine just got out
of the army and the only way he could get a suit of clothes was to
jo in  the n a v y ........... I went in to get a suit a couple of weeks ago
but when I told the salesman what I wanted he just stood there in his
underwear and laughed .......... Then he tried to sell me one of those
new suits that feature a pair of gloves. They don’t have any pants
so you have to keep warm som eway..........Then I went to get a shirt
and the clerk sold me one he said would wear like iron. In fact he 
said it would just laugh at the laundry. W ell he was right. It came
back the other day with its sides s p l i t ............ And those laundries
give you plenty of trouble too. The army has already sent radar 
signals to the moon and got an answer in two seconds. I sent my 
shirts three months ago to the laundry only three blocks away and
they haven’t come back y e t ...........All; the veterans have gripes, too,
and w ith good reason. During the war the serviceman was told 
he’d get his business back. Well, some veterans got their jobs back
■ and some of them got the business........... I know one of them
who all during the war had officers checking his passes--- -
now in civilian life he has the girls doing i t ..........The veterans were
also greeted w ith a housing shortage when they came back. Some
body wrote a song, “There’s A Doctor Living In Your Town, There’s 
A Lawyer And An Indian Chief Too”. W ith  all that you couldn’t
expect to get a r o o m ............ The country’s so crowded they even
found a man named Shapiro sleeping in a Murphy bed . . . . .  At 
the zoo one day a baby kangaroo fell out of his mother’s pouch
and before he could get back, two families had moved i n .............
But the builders arc doing their best. They’re selling prefabricated
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houses that lake only three hours to put up. Of course every three 
hours you have to put them hack up a g a in ..........They also keep tell
ing you to wait patiently if you want a new phone. The only trouble 
is I want a phone while I ’m  still young enough to hear what comes
out of i t ............The unemployment situation is getting pretty bad
too. A newspaper carried a_headline reading “MAN WANTED" FOR
MUR1)ER_IN_CHICAG0”_ a nd je n  men applied for the j o b ............
But the egg business is the racket I want to get into. The way 
prices are now, the hen lays for the dealer and the dealer lays for
the p u b lic ........... Russia’s still the world’s bogey-man. I think the
real reason Russia’s doing so well in her negotiations is that it’s the
only country in the world not afraid of Com m unism ..........AjidJhose
foreign diplomats are still being-nuzzled bv American customs. This 

-is the only country where the men dress for-dinner_and-_the women
dp just the opposite...........They try to show everything but theTFage
. . . TTln fact the only things that arc long on the new spring dresses
are the shoulder straps..........One thing we have plenty of though is
shortages...........There’s even a parking space shortage. W hy just
yesterday I paid seventy-five cents to park my car so I wouldn’t be
lined two dollars while I ate a sandwich worth a d im e ............ for
which I paid twenty cents.......... And everybody’s got troubles. Tiie
states are freezing the rents and the landlords arc freezing the ten
ants .......... BuLone thing we can be thankful for— we’re living in a
streamlined world] Why they’re developing planes tlmt are so fast 
if y o u ^u F tw o ^M it^ iir fm e jiT N ^O ^ f li^ iL j 'o T i’d^"still have~hvo~ by  
the tmuTyou landed in San F rancisco . . . . .  And'" they’re"also doing 
awavnvitli'electric toasters] Nowadays you just put two pieces of 
bread between the covers of “Forever Amber” and they toast them
selves ............They’re even having newspapers printed 011 kleenex.
That’s for people w ith a nose for new s......... But a lot of people think
that someday the radio w ill take the place o f lh e  newspaper.__Iliads
silly! W ho ever heard of_swattingJlies__witlLa_radio?.......... But it’s
easyTfTsecT wliaf the radio shows of the future will be. Instead of 
entertainment, they’re going to broadcast nothing but the crinkling 
sound of studio audiences stuffing their pockets with ten dollar
b i l l s .............W ell I have to be leaving now. I ’m  going down td
(local radio station) to apply for tickets............

★ ★ ★
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SHE W AS A RADIO OPERATOR’S DAUGHTER  

W H O DIDN ’T HAVE THE REMOTEST CONTROL

Till glad that spring is here again.__ Spring— that’s the time of 
yearwhen ifyoung  man's fancy_"lightly turns to what a girl’s been 
thinking abo iitlfll' w in lc rT T .T . Fwas walking'down'the'street'^ yes
terday when I  saw a fellow about three feet tall following a very 
tall blonde. I stopped h im  and asked him  why he was following 
such a tall girl. He just looked up at me and said, “I had legs when
I started.” ..........He was so small he got himself a job as a condensed
m ilk m a n ........... He was going to jo in  the navy but he was so little
they would have had to issue h im  a split-pea ja c k e t ........... But I ’m
glad the season for romance is here. I ’ve never had any trouble
with women--- come Fo lliTnirofTt~rviriiever'had anv fun w ith them
either^ . . . .  But l ’inTTorworrying.'~ My face has so much good look's
it overlaps......... I ’m  just a man about town and a fool about women
............W hy, women light to throw money and jewels at my feet.
Tell me, what have my feet got that I haven’t g o t ? ........... Oil' hand
I know of a dozen girls who are tearing their hair out to go out w ith
me------------- but who wants to go out with bald-headed g ir ls ? ........ I ’m
not fickle though I ’ve been going with the same girl every Tuesday 
and T Iiu rsd ^n ig l 11 for seveii~years. I \vas"g*>ihgt(>mTrrry her, but 
i f l  (I i cl I wouldn’tHknow wl i a t~ to do eve iwJTuescla y an cl T111i r sd ay. 
night . . . .  . SIuTs a real modern girl and I ’m  not sunTTlike it. The 
oldTashioned girl would take two drinks and go out like a light, 
but the modern girl! She takes two drinks and out goes the light
 But she’s my type--- she’s a w o m a n ...........She’s a mechanic
in a candy factory--- tightens the nuts on peanut b r ittle ...........Makes
a sweet l iv in g ............She’s really a wonderful girl. I worship the
ground she crawled out o f .......... Last Christmas she gave me a shirt
that was four times too large for me. A size I 6 V2 . W hen I told her 
it was too big she said it would shrink when I washed it. I didn’t 
want to hurt her feelings but she didn’t know what she was talking 
about. I washed that shirt six times and the label still says lG 1̂
..........I  gave her nylon stockings for her present. Nylon stockings—
that’s things only women want to get their hands 011 when empty 

. . . 1 remember how every Sunday I used to go to her house and 
meet her parents. W hat a fam ily ! First I ’d make advances to the
daughter and then I ’d make advances to her fa th e r ........... He’s the
heavyweight champion of the w’orld--- the fat man in the circus
 He’s so fat that when he has his shoes shined he has to take the
bootblack’s word for i t ..........W hat a man though! He has fourteen
daughters--- and even for a vegetable man that’s a lot of tomatoes
...........I don’t know what he calls them all but I know the last one
he called “Quits” ............ He’s been married sixteen years and has
fourteen children. I guess the stork gave him  two years off for good
behav ior..........And my girl says he doesn’t get along very well with
his w i fe ! ............In  fact the only time they ever went out together
was when the gas stove exploded..........But I had a good time during
those visits. W e ’d sit in front of the radio and talk about the weather.
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W hether lo or whether not t o .............She’d look at m e and ask if I
filed m y nails. I’d say, “No, 1 just cut them off and throw them
aw ay.” ............ Then I’d point to the radio and ask if she could hear
police calls and slic’d say, “Yes, if the police call loud enough.” ...........
But don’t get the impression from  all this that I’m  not cultured. If 
there’s one thing I do appreciate it’s art. Especially that statue of 
Venus de Milo. Imagine a figure like that and 110 hands to defend
it w i t h ! ............ And I like going through the Museum of Art. They
have a lot of nice pictures there. The only trouble is they forgot 
to print the jokes under th e m ............I’m also a great lover of athlet
ics. Even m y doctor says I have athlete’s f o o t ..............I go in for
all sports though-------baseball, football, golf. Golf—jlia t’s a game
hi which a little white balLis_cliased_bv m en too o!d~to chase any- 
. thing e lseT ^ T T A H d  I’m getting pretty good at it t o o ............ Yester
day I~slioTlui eighty-four. Tom orrow  I’m going back and shoot
the second h o l e ................ F o r  relaxation I go to parties. I went lo a
party the other night and won the door prize. But what use do I
have for a d o o r ? .............. The women at the party were asked to bring
something the}7 had 110 use for-------some of them brought their hus
bands .............They didn’t have any entertainment so I perform ed a
couple of tricks-------but they let me stay a n y w a y .............. A fter the
party was over we all went out to attend a wedding and I got a black 
eye for kissing someone else’s bride after the ceremony. It would
have been all right only this was four years after the ce re m o n y ...........
There’s a husband I can’t understand. He hasn’t kissed his wife
in years and he gets sore when I d o .............He said I w as a  w orm ,
a low-down skunk, a louse and a liar-------But I resent that. P m jio t

.a liar . . . . .  rhad~llie laM~word w itlfliim  though-------1 apologized
........... Incidentally, she was the wife of the m an on the flying trapeze
who caught her in the a c t ........... All evening she thought I was a fire
m an from  the way I kept watching her h o s e ............But don’t get the
idea I’m the world’s worst wolf. Chase and Sanborn arc worse than 
I am -------they date every b a g ...........

★  ★  ★

VENTURING INTO VENTRILOQUISM 

OR

HE’S JUST A LITTLE W OODEN HEAD BUT I W OODEN  EAT

W ITHOUT HIM

This is dedicated to the guy who makes a living talking to him 
self— the ventriloquist. I give him all the credit in the world for. m as
tering a difficult feat and I’d also like to help him over a  rough spot 
he always encounters in his act. No m atter how good a vent m ay  
be, he cannot guard against occasional slips of the tongue, or should
I say slips of the voice? In other words, occasionally he will speak 
when the dum m y should be pattering and vice versa, and when this
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happens lie should he able to quip his way out of the em barrassing  
position. The following patter is perfect for just such an occasion:

If the ventriloquist makes the slip:

VEN T.— I’m  getting so bad I don’t know whether I’m com ing or  
going.

DUMMY— It really doesn’t m atter. You don’t look good either way.
V EN T.— I guess it’s m y new plates that are  causing m e this trouble. 

(Test front teeth with the fingers of your free hand.)

DUMMY— W ell I kept telling you the license bureau didn’ t sell the 
kind you needed.

If the dum m y makes the m istake:

DUMMY— I guess that’s what I get for studying m y script in the dark. 

V EN T.— W ell why in the world did you read your script in the dark?  

DUMMY— It’s restful on the eyes.

★  ★  ★

ORBEN ’S V EN T ROUTINE

D.— Hello there (your n am e), maybe you can help me. I’ve got a 
problem and I don’t know whether lo go lo a palm ist or a mind- 
reader for the answer.

V.— Go to a palmist-----------------------------------you’re sure you have a p a lm ..........But w hat’s
your problem ? Maybe I know the answer.

D.— I’m  trying to find w hat ten plus ten equals.

V.— W ell, surely you know the answer to that.

D.— If I did I wouldn’t ask you.

V.— W ell then, count all your lingers and toes and what have you got ? 

D.— Eighteen.

V.— Eighteen? H ow ’s that?

D.— Ten fingers and eight toes.

V.— You m ean to say you only had eight toes when you were born?

D.— Yes, I cam e from  a very poor fa m ily ...........W e had a tree outside
the house I was born in that was struck by lightning four times.

V.— I thought lightning never struck twice in the sam e place.

D.— Strong u n io n ........... I rem em ber those days well though. In fact
I’ll never forget the time father m ade m e go swimming in the 
lake.
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V.— W hat was wrong with that?

D.— Everybody else was ice-sk atin g ............ Did you know m y father
was the one who handled the Dreyfus case?

V.— The Albert Dreyfus case?

D.— No, the bus d rife rs ............W ell I have to be going now. I w ant
to see the little bouncing baby we’ve got at our house.

V.— Boy or girl?

D.— I don’t know-------it hasn’t stopped bouncing y e t .............

Y .— Tell me, what makes you so stupid?

D.— I don’t know, but whatever it is, it w o rk s ............

V.— W ell, what do you do for a living?

D.— Oh, I just breathe in and breathe o u t ............

V.— B ut what’s your occupation?

D.— I’m  in show business.

V.-— Did you ever appear in a play?

D.— No, but I had m y foot in a c a s t ............

V.— W ell, what do you do in show business?

D.— I used to be the “Petrified Man” in the circus. They charged  
a dollar for admission to see me.

V.— W asn ’t a dollar rather high?

D.— Yes, but it took a lot of money to keep me p etrified ............If you
think the dollar was high, you should’ve seen m e .............I used
to earn sixty dollars a week except when it rained.

V.— W hat did you get when it rained?

D.— W e t ! ............ But I didn’t always meet with success. Many’s the
time starvation was staring m e in the face.

V.— That must have been a terrible sight for both of y o u ............

D.— I rem em ber the day I was down to m y last penny. But with that 
penny I got a fortune!

V.— You got a fortune?

D.— Yes. It said I was trustworthy, honest and re lia b le ............. The
funny part of it was, I dropped in a s lu g ............ But success did
com e to me. The last nightclub I played I couldn’t get off the 
stage for two hours.

V.— W h y? No finish?

D.—Well, tell me bright boy, what do you do for a living?
Y .— I’m an interpreter. I speak five dead languages.
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U.— Now that's fine! I think you’d m ake a very sociable c o rp s e ...........

V.— W ell I can truthfully say I’ve never met a m ore perfect m oron.

D.— Oh com e now, none of us are p e r f e c t .............

V.— I’ll bet you don’t even know Poe’s “Raven”.

D.— Poe’s R aven? I didn’t even know he was m a d ............

V.—-I’ll give you another one. W h at caused the fall of R om e?

D.— Confidentially, it didn’t fall-------it was p u sh e d .............

Y .— You ought to know something about Am erican history. W h y did 
W ashington stand up in the boat while crossing the D elaw are?

2 D.— Because everytim e he sat down someone handed him an oar . . . .

o OV.-—Surely you m ust have learned about the time W ashington threw  
Tj 3  a dollar across a wide river? Do you know how he did that?

^  o  D-— It "  as a cinch. Money went further in those d a y s ............
o O
^  ^  V.— Do you know' why he did it?

2 5  D.— Sure------ to teach two Scotchm en how to s w i m ................
-"2 Cs
|-J D V.— W ell, as the dog said when he scratched his back, “T hat’s one on
3  z  m e.” ............
5  O
^  U  D.— Oh no! That joke shouldn’t even happen to a d o g ........... Haven’t

you any kindness? W eren ’t you ever in love?
^  sj  V.— As a m atter of fact I fell in a river once and that’s the sam e  

thing. You get soaked both w a y s ..............

D.— Oh, m other pull the covers up-------lie’s tossing them  off tonight
. . . .  W ell, if you’ve finished harvesting the co m  for the day 
I’ll be leaving. I’ve got a date with m y girl.

V.— A girl? W h o would go out with you?

D.— Oh, I’ve got m y attractions. W h y Hildegarde said she wanted  
to m arry  m e the other day.

V.— And why didn’t she?

D.— It wasn’t the other d a y ............

V.— W h y would she want to m arry  you in the first place?

D.— Maybe she wants a last n a m e ............

V.— Tell m e, when was the first time you m et the girl you’re going 
with now ?

D.— Last week. She was getting ready fo r the take-off and overshot 
the runw ay.

V.— At the airp ort?

D.— No, at the burlesque s h o w ............
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V.— How did your girl get a job in a burlesque show?

D.— Oh, she pulled a few s tr in g s ............You’d love the dimple in her
chin though. You’d love the dimple in her chin.

V.— W hy twice?
D.— D ouble-chin.............I’m going out now to take her for a ride in

m y car.

V.— In your car?  W here did you get a car in this car shortage?

D.— W hat shortage? Just look at this picture of a Buick. (Have 
dummy hold photograph up to your face) There are 500,000  
of them.

V.— 500,000 Buicks?

D.— No, 500,000 p ic tu re s ............

V.— W ell what kind of a car have you got?

D.— My car was turned out by Kaiser.
V.— K aiser-F razer ?

D.— No, Kaiser W ilh e lm ............I’m going to drive her up to Lookout
Mountain.

V.— W hy do they call it that?
D.— W ell, you drive around and around the mountain, going higher 

and higher, for fifteen miles and when you get to the top, you 
look at your girl and say, “L ook ou t!” ............

V.— That sounds like a dangerous trip.
D.— F o r  who?

V.— I mean you might have an accident with your car. Are you 
insured?

D.— Of course I’m insured. I get $1000 if I’m hurt in an elephant 
stam p ed e .............

V.— If you’re hurt by a car do you collect?

P .— Only if it’s driven by an e lep h an t.............W ell I can’t w ait any
longer. I’ll see you later.

V.— Before you leave don’t you think you ought to do something 
for your audience? How about singing a song?

P .— Do you feel up to it?  (Dum m y waits for vent to nod.) W ell, 
let’s go. (You can do the standard stunt of having tbe dummy 
sing while you drink a glass of water, or for a novelty and an 
added laugh you can sing while you let the dum m y drink the 
glass of water. A fter the song is over wind the routine up with  
the following:)

D.— W ith a voice like that I should go a long way-------but I guess
I’d still hear m y s e lf ............
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V.— How about giving me some credit? That song cam e straight 
from  m y heart.

D.—AVell, I didn’t think such noises could come from  a th r o a t ............

(This routine was designed for a complete vent act and so is rather 
long. It can be cut into two short routines by beginning the second 
one at the line that is in bold face type. It is so written that both 
halves would still be complete in themselves.

Magicians who don’t perform  ventriloquism can use this m aterial 
as a com edy dialogue between themselves and an assistant or even 
as a burlesqued vent act using a live person in place of a dum m y.)

★  ★  ★

MY SECOND IMPRESSION OF AN EVENING W IT H  A 
PUSH-BUTTON RADIO

Good evening ladies and gentlem en! This is station D-O -P-E  
broadcasting from  the m en’s room  of the Hotel M arietta in W indsor,
O n ta rio ........... I’or our first program  we bring you “Ju st Plain Bull” .
.............sponsored by D uB arry’s Dangerous Tem ptation. Don’t take
any substitutes. W hen you get into your drug-store insist 011 Du
B a rry ’s Dangerous Tem ptation. Just ask for D. I). T ..............And now
for the Classified Ad Column of the Air. W anted— w aiter at insane
asylum — for serving soup to n u t s ..............Position W anted— refined
girl looking fo r nightclub work. Has 110 bad habits-------willing to
l e a r n ..............Personal— if Jam es Blake, who twenty-two years ago
basely deserted his helpless, penniless wife and infant son Michael,
will return home-------Mike will take great pleasure in knocking hell
out of h i m ............ And rem em ber to use Scrapo Shaving Cream -------- -
Scrapo removes the chief difficulty of your shaving-------your face . . . .
No brush, no rub in, 110 lather------- just b lo o d ............Our m otto : W e
guarantee our product, not for a day, not for a m onth, not for a year
------- in fact we don’t guarantee it at a l l .............It’s the Advice to the
Lovelorn program , conducted by Betty W ont, who says: “M arry him
if lie’s rich— or tall— or handsome— or if he asks y o u ...........And girls,
rem em ber this. W hen a man has a hangover, he needs a  brom o.
W hen a w om an has a hangover, she needs a new b ra s s ie re ..............
So use Pike’s Peck Brassieres and rem em ber our m otto: 'United we
stand, divided we fall’ ” ..............And here’s Professor Fizz and his
Oodles of Questions p r o g r a m ...............Question— W h y does an old
m aid w ear cotton gloves? Answer— because she hasn’t any kids 
Of course you all know w hat an old maid is. T hat’s a girl who’s
been waiting for her ship to com e in so long, her pier co llap sed ...........
Question— W ho were the original ones to use the loose-leaf system ?
Answer— Adam and E v e ...............A listener from  Oola, L a. asks—
“W h at do naughty Egyptian girls becom e?” The answer— Mummies 
........... And now for the jackpot question you’ve been waiting for— -
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If seven clays make one week, liow many days make one s tro n g ? ..........
Now for the weather report from  Mexico City-------Chili today— Hot
ta m a lie ............ This was brought to you by courtesy of the Holstein
H aberdashery Store. Our undershirts and shorts are made entirely
from  milk-------that’s why we call them u d d erw ear.............Calling car
89— Calling car 89— W hy haven’t we been hearing from  you? W as
it anything we s a i d ? ............. Calling car 15— Calling car 15— Happy
birthday car 15, you are now 1 6 ........... Dear Mr. Agony: I can’t seem
to sleep at night no m atter how I try. W h at shall I do?-------Dear
Madame: Move over to the edge of the bed and you’ll drop off in
no t i m e ............. Dear Mr. Agony: My hair is coming out so fast I
don’t know what to do. W h at shall I get to keep it in?-------Dear Sir:
A paper b a g .......... Once again avc bring you the Poetry Hour, brought
to you by Grundy’s Gruesome Greeting Cards. The following selec
tions are included in our latest anthology “Spurts F ro m  A Leaky Pen”
.............Girls who eat a lot of sweets, will soon develop bigger seats.
.............E arly  to bed and early to rise and your head will never feel
twice its s iz e ............Roses are red, A'iolets are blue, Nellie’s are pink,
I knoAV, I saAv them on the l in e ...........W hen you brush your teeth, do
you foam  at the m o u th ? ............W hen somebody turns out the lights,
does everything go black on y o u ? .............. Then eat V ictor’s Virile
Vitamin Bars-------one bite of our vitamin bar will give you enough
quick energy to throw the rest of it away . . . . .  One satisfied user 
Avrites: “Two weeks ago m y Mrs. w as ailing. Thanks to your product 
I now have a 'n eAV wife”T .  . . . Rem em ber, you eat it bTToFtTTnill~TiR e r 
meals7~Weliell m ore that Avay . . . .  And now fo r the F airy  Tale Hour. 
Our story tonight is about the three girls avIio joined a nudist colony.
It’s called “The Three B ares” .............But first our sponsor Avants to
give you these Avords of advice: If your hand itches, you’re going
to get something. If your head itches, you’ve already got it . . . .  .

★ * ★

SH E W AS ONLY A TRAINMAN’S DAUGHTER— LOCO W ITH
NO MOTIVE

F o r  a number of Arears Ave Avere both deliriously happy-------but
then avc m et eacli-Other . . . . .  She Avas an odd-looking gifK" 15he~had
a buThearTand hips to m a tc h ............ I tried to use her in m y m agic
act but every time I put her in the doll house, the doll had to get
o u t ............ She Avas so fat it took me ten minutes to saAV h er in half
............. And then when I did finish saAving her in half she Avas still
tAvo of the fattest girls you’d ever want to s e e ............She Aveighed 250
pounds and she Avas m ine-------every acre of h e r ............. B ut I didn’t
care. 1 jusTworshipped the ground her father struck oil o n .............
W henever I looked at her, time stood still. In other words, she had
a face that Avould stop a c lo c k ............ But it Avas a face men go for.
“ Gopher-face Sally” they used to call h e r .............. the pride of the
Chicago sto ck y ard s............B ut I never Avas that cruel. I just used to
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call her “Melancholy B aby” because she had a head like a melon and
a face like a C o llie ..............H er ears were so long she had to stay
locked in her room  during the rabbit-hunting s e a s o n ............ And she
used to w ear such distinctive clothes! One dress she had really fit
her like a glove-------a catcher’s m i t t ............It was at the tender age of
iifteen though that she got her first beau. Then when she was six
teen her other leg b o w ed ............She was so unpopular, her appendix
was taken out m ore times than she w a s .............But at least I know
she’s not two-faced. If she was she wouldn’t be wearing the one
she’s got n o w .............. W hen I m et her she was working as a w restler
.............. but she comes from  a good fam ily---------half-Irish and half-
Nelson .............. But .she’s been asked J o  get^ m arried lots of times.
Mostly by her_father_and m o th e r ............I rem em ber she always wore
tight shoes because that was the only way she ever got to be squeezed
............ She bought a love-seat ten years ago and one half of it’s still
n e w ............ Tine lime she went berserk and entered a beauty contest.
It was a photo finish. The judges took one look at her photo and
that was the fin ish ............W hy when she gets ready fo r bed, the guy
a cross the street pulls down his .shade . . . . . B ut she was really crazy  
"aboufTnE Her eves always used to light up when she saw me. I
was the only one wlfo knew how to charge her b a tte rie s .............She
always used to tell me she could have m arried anyone she pleased.
The only trouble was she didn’t please an y b o d y ............ She said two
fam ous men were fighting to get her-------F ran k  Buck and Believe It
Or Not Ripley . . . . .  Sometimes she’d sit down and cry and ask me 
what was wrong with her. I tried to cheer her up. I told her she
had to be a wom an of the world-------this w o r ld .............. And to top
everything else, she was so dumb she was fired from  the live and ten
cent store. Couldn’t rem em ber the p r ic e s ............. But she knew all
the answers. The only trouble was, nobody ever took the trouble to
ask her the q u estion s...........On a sudden inspiration I decided to take
her out of the pits of despair and glamourize her. The first thing
I did was give her a perfum e to replace the one she was wearing--------
Three Days On A Troop T r a in .......... I was going to m ake her a blonde
but she was really too old lo bleach h er hair. Rem em ber, only the
young dye g o o d ............ Then, I had her face lifted—— but w hen'they
saw7 wliat_was_undcriiejtHi it, they dropped it again . . . . .  But she 
looked like such an old w om an that I seiiriVer bacl^io have her face  
lifted again. This time the treatm ent was a success! W hen I saw
her again she didn’t look like an old wom an anym ore-------she looked
like an old m a n .............B u t when I got through beautifying her she
looked like a regular glam our g h o u l .............I even put a red ribbon
in her hair to cover up the bald s p o t ............And then in no time she
had dozens of m en at her feet. Everytim e they looked up at her face
they were at her feet a g a in ...............She began to forget about m e and
was always down in the dumps. She was in love with the garbage-
m a n ............. He had that certain air about h i m ................ He w as the
one who found out she was just like paint. Once she’s stirred up
you can’t get her off your h a n d s ...............He soon le ffh e r  so she began
going around with an X -ray  specialist. I guess he was the only one
who saw anything in h e r ............... I rem em ber she once knitted a
sw eater and ran  out of yarn, so she finished it with sp a g h e tti.............
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She went out with it that night ami two meatballs followed her home
............I soon discovered that I was falling in love with my creation.
The next time I saw her I could resist no longer. I asked her to dance
and she was on m y feet in no t im e ............Then I leaned over to kiss
her and her lips clung tenaciously to mine. I told her to spit out
that chewing gum but she wouldn’t listen to m e ........... Then w e went
out and sat on the back porch and_watched.tlie.m oon come up over
h erfath erV lon g  w in teru n d en v ear.......... W e had great times together
a fter'th a t. She said she liked to ride with the wind blowing her 
h air back. W henever I rode with her it blew right back into the
rumble s e a t ............ And w hat fun I used to have burying her in the
sand at the beach. In fact I think I’ll be going down there again soon. 
It’s about time to dig her u p ............

★  ★  ★

OPENINGS

Ladies and gentlemen------ and members of. the_audience................
r.m_very happy to annouiice.tliaLiusfcbcforc-Lcamejpiit.oit-Uiis.stage, 
I signed-a two-year contract with Param ount., (W ait for applause.) 
m w  l ’m waiting for Param ount to sign . . . . . But I could have been
in “The Yearling”-------the only trouble was they didn’t ask m e ............
You’re probably wondering who I am  though. W ell I call myself
W aterm an. That’s not m y real nam e— it’s m y pen n a m e ............And
I’m going to do a few fents of prestidigitation fo r you------------------

I just cam e back from  a radio tour of the south-------1 played all
the com fort stations down t h e r e ...............I’m  really happy tonight
though. I just received a little bundle from  heaven. (W ait for ap
plause.) My la u n d ry ..............But now at this time I’d like to— —-
H m m m , I’d like to ! I have to-------It’s in m y c o n tr a c t ............ Anyway
I’m going to do a little m agic I think you’ll enjoy--------------

(A good gag opening can be yours by having the M.C. introduce 
your act in this m anner: “Tonight we have a very fam ous celebrity 
with us and I think with a little coaxing we can get him to com e  
out and say a few words. Ladies and gentlemen, I want you to meet 
the author of ‘The R azor’s Edge’.” Then you come on the stage with 
your face covered with band-aids.)

★  ★  ★
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CLOSINGS

(And after that last opening you’ll need one! At the end of your 
act just say, “W ell, I have to be going now,” and string on any of the 
one-liners that are printed below.)

I’m  working on a labor-saving device-------a rich old lady.

So as Juliet said when she met Rom eo in the balcony— “W hassa  
m atter? Couldn’t you get scats in the orch estra?”

I have to go home and get m y beauty rest. I’ve a date with a beauty  
and you know the rest.

I ’m  traveling to N orway to watch the fiords go by.

I ’m  supposed to m eet m y girl at seven o’clock on Eighth Street— or 
was it eight o’clock on Seventh Street? Oh well, so I’ll m eet her 
nine o’clock on Tenth Street.

I have to pay a w om an hush money-------she’s the nurse who keeps
the baby quiet.

My wife is giving a bride a shower-------and I’m bringing the soap.

So rem em ber— W ashington m ay -be the father of his country-------
but Coca-Cola is the pop.

★  ★  ★

C A FE ANKAKE

I always eat in a little restaurant down the street called the 
Cafe Ankake. They, feature^gravy down there to m atch any vest 
I like the place even though it isn’t so clean. In fact there hre so m any  
m ice in that place they run down the street to m eet the grocery wagon
........... One of them was in the Swiss cheese so long he didn’t squeak,
lie y o d e le d .............They have a cat to watch the mice but that’s all
it ever does------- watch the m i c e ............. TJie cat!s._ iuim ejs_licii l hir.
They, used, to.jus t.call it B en until it had kitte n s ........... I like the place
because it’s high class. T hat re sta u ra n fls  "so high class they even
have a midget to entertain the guests who are under the ta b le ............
They even air-conditioned the bar recently, but I don’t like it. I get
too tired chasing the head of m y beer a ro u n d ............ I went in there
the other day and it was so crow’ded I was putting the silverw are into
someone else’s p o c k e t ............. I finally asked the w aiter to bring me
three Zombies and a hot glass of milk. You see the doctor says I have
to be careful of m y h e a lth ............W hile I was waiting for the drinks
I looked over the “Specials” for the day. They advertised something 
called a Rainbow T rout Cocktail. One drink and you turn blue 
around the g i l l s ............... They also had a drink called a Carefree
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Cocktail. It made you see double anti feel single,...........Then I turned
the page and Began reading'the'm enu.'First on the list was a specialty
called Honeymoon Salad. Just lettuce a l o n e ................Next was a
September Morn Sandwich. Cold chicken without any dressing
..............They also had a Romance Sandwich. T hat’s two pieces of
bread so stuck 011 each other that nothing could come between them
.............Finally at the bottom of the menu they had a choice of two
dinners. One was for two dollars and the other was for five dollars. 
I asked the waiter what the difference was and he said the only 
difference between the two was with the five dollar dinner you got
p re s tig e ............. He was really some w aiter! Every  tim e I ordered
Oyster Stew he said I might find a pearl in it. I’m still trying to find
an oyster in i t .............So he brought me the stew and while eating
it a big piece of plaster fell into the middle of it. I guess they figured 
that as long as I was paying ceiling prices I was entitled to a piece
of the ce ilin g .............F o r  the main dish I had steak. They say the
chef at that place has been cooking for twenty years. I think it was
the steak I ate that he was c o o k in g .............I oncc ordered hot dogs
there and you should have seen them. The jackets on those hot dogs
wrere so old they had a belt in the b a c k ............. You know' what hot
dogs are. They’re hambu rgcrs with tights 011 . . . . .'A iul another 
tim cT'ordered rabbit slew: It'wasnH-exactly all rabbit stew. It was
fifty per cent rabbit and fifty per cent horsem eat--------one rabbit to one
horse . . . . .  I finished m y meal with a cup of coffee that tasted just 
like kerosene. I knew7 right away it w7as cotl'ee though. The tea tastes
like tu rp en tin e............. I had cream  with 111 y coffee and I asked the
waitress if the cream  was pure. She said it was as pure as the girl of
my dream s, so I drank the coffee b la c k ............. Rut the m anager of
that place is really progressive. He’s going to make the restaurant
sm aller so that the portions will look b ig g e r ................. I told him that
I had an idea that would double the am ount of beer he sold in a
week. All he’d have to do is give full g la sse s .............It would have
been a perfect meal except for the fact that when I left I got indiges
tion. It was m y own fault though. I should have know7n better 
than trying to fit a square meal into a round s to m a c h ............

★  ★  ★

LONG TERMS FROM L IT T L E  PH RA SES GROW

1 m et her in_a_rqYolyin»_door, and I’ve been_going around with
her ever s in ce ............... I call her Jackson because she looks~like a
stone walFTT. . . And shg_ca_lls me Pilgrim  because every timeJLwent-
out with her I made a little p ro g re ss ............I rem em ber how we used
to walk_down the street and all the boys would whistle at her. Half
the time I didn’t know whether I w7as out with a girl or a d o g ............
Ah, but I loved the ground her stockings dragged over . . . . .  She 
had a very unique figure If she hadn’t had housemaid’s knee her 
legs wouldn’t have had any shape at a l l ............Oh, it’s true. W e had
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our quarrels but we always decided to kiss and make up. She got 
the kiss and I got the make-up. (Sm ear mouth with handkerchief
as if wiping away l ip s t ic k .) .............. It was love at lirst sight so I
m arried her. Then 1 wished I had taken “a seconcTTook . . . .  ~ W it li-
but knowing itT liad lak en  m y first step towards divorce-------m arriage
.T . . . As we \\Til kedll<ywif Ihellisle~s h e hadf a bouquet ofToses^oITlie:r
arm  and I had F o u r Roses on m y b r e a th ............ And^did niy_father-
in-law give m e an awful fright asjvyejreachedJhe a 11 a r- - — -h i s"d a u g 11 -
t e r ............ It was a dollar and cents wedding. I didn’t have a dollar
and she didn’t have any s e n se ............L ater I found out I was tricked
into the m arriage. The gun was i I’ t’Toa d o d ................B ut after all,
m arriage is just like a card gam e. You start with a  pair; lie shows 
his heart and flashes a diamond; she shows a flush, and before you 
know fT they end up w ith a full house . . . . .  B u t love, is a beautiful 
thing. It’s a sham e we have to get m arried and spoil it . . Don’t
get m e w rong though. ITKclieve weddings arc a great idea. In fact
no m arried couple should~be without o n e .............Tlie^first thing we
did was go down to tficTbank and open a joint bank account. You all 
know w hat a joint bank account is. T hat’s something where a  hus
band puts the money in and the wife takes it o u t ..............Then we
started light housekeeping------- that’s just one canned thing after an
other .......... I was so enthusiastic I even washed the windows and very
cleverly even if I do say so myself. I washed the windows on the in
side so you could look out, but I left them dirty on the outside so no
one could look i n ............. I’m thinking of patenting the i d e a ................
Then she got an interior decorator who picked the furniture, the
rugs, the decorations, and she picked m y pocket to pay for i t .............
W e did have fun at times though. W e went to the beach once and 
she talked so m uch even her tongue w as sunburnt . .  . . . One of the 
things she said was, “Lips tlia rio u cin iq u o r will never touch m ine,” 
so I haven’t kissed her fo r eight y e a r s .......... A wife is really a w onder
ful tiling though. She’s a person who will stick with you through  
all tlie troubles vcMi woTTTdn t have been in~Tf yon hadn’t m arried  
lieFin  the first place . . . . .  I know before 1 got m arried Fsaid  I’d be
tlieT nasterln  m y house or know the reason why--------now I know the
reason w h y .............Before we were m arried I always used to catch
her in m y arm s-------now I catch her in m y p o c k e ts ..............W ell, I
always thought she was an angel then and I wasn’t fa r  from  wrorig. 
Shc’^ alw avs up lh lbeT hr and~hirrpin,q^abirut~sMiTethifig ",~TT. 7 1  know  
sbni(Tpeople say m arriage is a joke. T ry it sometime and seeTiow  
m any laughs yon get out of it . . . .  . Sci ent 1si s~ clanna m arried m an
IlvFs~longer than a singleTman.__ They’re wrong- —-i t  only seems
longer^. . . .  . B u t after a year of m arriage we were jusFlikc^lovc-
Biras-------always flying at each o th e r ............ And then the baby cam e
but I should have expected that. W hen we were first m arried I said 
we’d raise our children to be a drum m er, a pianist and a clarinetist,
but she said she believed in a large, string s e c tio n .............W ell in no
time at all I found that a baby who’s a healthy pink m ay also be a
loud y e lle r ........... W hen I first picked it up they told me to w atch_the
baby’s head, butjtjwasnTt In sJiead X h ad -to -w atch .............. I soon began
to keep~tlie“baby in a juke-box because it had an autom atic changer 
........... I also got the idea to feed the baby garlic so that we could find



34 P A T T E R  P A R A D E

him in the d a r k .......... My wife said il was a slinking idea though
But it was at this time that the worm  turned, and it was about lime
I did l o o .............One night she took m y clothes and threw them all
over the floor and what was worse yet-----=rw lis~in them .,.. . . .  I really
told'her-off^hlJu^riuHlTTbw whenever I speak m y wife jum ps--------
all over m e .......... But I beat her up this morning-------- 1 got up at seven
and she got up at e ig h t ............. So you can see that I run things in
m y h ouse-------the washing machine, the vacuum  cleaner, the
furnace ............

★  ★  ★

MAGICAL ONE-LINERS

I hear that F ran k  Sinatra wanted to be a m agician. The only trouble
was, the rabbit kept pulling him into the h a t .............. He’s really a
great singer though. I heard him sing “I W alk Alone” so convinc
ingly the other night-------you’d alm ost think lie could do i t ..............
But he’s getting muscles now7. He’s getting plenty of exercise lugging 
all that heavy money to the b a n k ............

I don’t have to do this. I have enough money to last me the rest 
of m y life-------providing I die to m o rro w ............
I ’ve had quite n few reqiiP-stK_nhnnt_lliis trick----but T’ni_going— to

_do it an y w ay ..........

I’d never let m y parents know I’m a m agician,__Ih ey^ tilL th in k J^ m
. a^ lop iliien tL -, . . .

At this tim e I’d like to announce that none of the tricks perform ed  
here tonight are accomplished by supernatural means. I •want to 
m ake sure you understand this because just the other night m y
father told m e not to believe in ghosts and he ought to know7------  
he’s been dead for ten years now7 ...........

I wasn’t always a magician. I used to be a fem ale im personator 
until a sailor chased me up a dead-end street one n ig h t ...........

I usually wrear a cape in this act but it was Superm an’s turn to 
use it to n ig h t............

Once upon a time there were two m agicians-------now' there are  lots
of th e m ............

★  ★  ★
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MY L IF E — OR— TH E MARCH OF SLIM E

My fam ily always thought I’d he rich and fam ous when I was
born. (Look at audience hopefully.) I ’m rich aren ’t I? -------W ell I’m
fam ous, aren ’t I?-------W ell I was born wasn’t I ? ............. Ah, to be a
baby ag ain ! To be able to sit on a w om an’s la]) without buying her
a mink c o a t .............They called me a m ystery baby because when I
was born m y father took one look at me and said, “W ho done i t? ”
.............I was born at hom e, but w'lien m y m other saw' me she went
to the h o sp ita l............. I can still rem em ber the time I learned how
to swim. I wras one of a set of twins and when we were born our 
father looked at ns and said, “L et’s drown the ugly one.” And that’s
liow I learned how to s w im ............ Bjiit twins aren’t such an a ccom -
plislnnent. I was just reading in the paper about a woInan.j,ylio_1jad
triplets' S H en cFsaysjtliat happens only once 111 200~,000_ tim es.__I’d
just like to" know how she found time to do her 'housewor k ..............
B ut w^ were siiclridenlical tvvins, w'hen he died they buried m e ...........
I have another brother, but lie’s in an insane asylum . He’s just
crazy about the p la c e .............I also have three sisters by m y m other
-------and three m others by m y f a th e r ............ My fath er”aiid Fwere^in
the lumber business during m y early years. He took m e into the
woodshed so often I knew it b a ck w a rd s ............. But hardships have
always plagued m y life. W h y at tlie age of two I was left an orphan
-------and a t the age of two wlmt would I'_do~with an orphaTi? ~ r .  .
They callecHne’Grab^bag in those days! W hCiranyone"picked me up
they got a s u rp rise ............ I used to cry so much they had to diaper
m e a t both e n d s .............But I was very precocious. W hen I walked
for the first time I didn’t take one step, I took twenty-three-------1
fell down the front stairs . . . .  And I had long golden locks right 
down to m y w'aist. In fact it wasn’t until I got m y first haircut that
I had to w ear a s h i r t ............And it wasn’t easy wearing hair like that
in our neighborhood. W e didn’t live 011 the other side of the tracks.
That neighborhood w'as so tough we lived in the middle of th e m ...........
People wrere so broke that if you paid your rent twTo W'eeks in a row',
the police wanted to know where you got the money f r o m ........... And
then I went to kindergarten. I didn’t hate to go to kindergarten, but 
of course I w'as different from  the other five year olds. I was twelve 
years o l d ............And then I went to high school, and if you don’t be
lieve me I’ve got six truant officers to prove i t .............It wras at that
time that m y father told me not to go to burlesque show's because 
I’d see something I shouldn’t see. So at the first chance I got I went
to one and I did see something I shouldn’t have seen-------my father
.............You’re probably wondering why m y skin is so white. W ell
that’s because I ahvays used to shoot craps as a kid. I. was the one
wrho did all the fa d in g ............But outside of that we were all healthy
kids. In fact we bad such violent appetites, after each m eal m other
w'ould have to count her ch ild re n ............. Everybody W'as ambitious
at that time, but not me. The only thing I wanted to be when I grew'
up was a l i v e .............. I never liked that high school I w ent to. It
wrasn’t really the school I didn’t like-------it was the principal of the
th in g ............. B u t there were only two things wrong w'itli m y high
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school career. My teacher didn’t recognize ability, and I didn’t have
any to re co g n iz e ..............I failed everything but history--------- 1 didn’t
talce h is to ry ....................... But I used to be the track star in that school---------
I sold racing f o r m s .............W hile going there 1 kissed m y first girl,
and did I get a bang out of it-------m y bubble gum exp lo d ed ..............
And then I graduated in my cap and nightgown------- it was a  night
s c h o o l ............. And did we celebrate my graduation! F ath er threw
a party in the backyard but m other didn’t like it one bit-------she was
the p a r t y ..................And I’ll never forget those last words m y father
said lo me. “Rover,” he said-------- lie always wanted a dog instead
of a s o n ............... “you’re going to go a long w ay.” And to make sure,
he nailed the door of the box-car s h u t ...........

★  ★  ★

INTRODUCTIONS

(These introductions will prove invaluable to you if you ever do any 
M.C. w'ork. Don’t neglect this lucrative field fo r there is a great 
shortage of capable M.C.’s at the present time. B y adding a few' 
comedy routines to your m agic, you’ll be playing places you never 
could have played before.)

FO R  A VIOLINIST —  Here’s a m an who needs 110 introduction--------
so I won’t give him a n y ............His name is.........................and he’s really'
one person who’s up to his chin in music-------lie’s a v io lin ist.............
So let’s bring him out with a big round of applause-----------

FO R A DANCER —  And now we have.....................  Believe it or not
lie’s the one who originated the rhum ba. He got the inspiration for  
it in the middle of a waltz when his suspenders b ro k e ...........

FO R  AN ACTOR —  I’d like to present that great acto r.............................
He’s so talented, his acting once made an audience cry -------for their
money b a c k ............But speaking of acting, I’m a great actor myself.
I once played Shakespeare-------but he ran out of the m o n e y ..............
And so I give you, and y'ou can have him ,......................................

FO R  A GUITARIST —  Our next perform er plays a guitar and believe 
m e folks, lie’s one guy who has easy p ick in gs.............Presenting..............

FO R  A SINGER —  And now I want to present a girl I’ve played with
m any times-------or put it this way'— here's a girl I ’ve appeared with
m any t im e s .............. Her nam e’s .................................  and she’s going to
bring you a musical bouquet-------bouquets smell you k n o w ............. I
know lots of singers wTho can’t read music but she’s the only one
I know who can’t read the l y r i c s ..............She’s so dumb she uses a
double whenever she has a three syllable word to s i n g ..............But
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without further ado I give you ................... . of the Metropolitan--------
Insurance C o m p an y ............ The only singer who ever got an answer
from  C h lo e ............

FO R  A MUSICIAN —  N ext we have a very fam ous com poser— the 
m an who w rote Margie. (W ait for applause and then turn to the
wings.) B y  the way, she never did answer did s h e ? ........... I’ve always
been interested in m usic myself. In fact I would have been the 
w orld’s greatest organist------- if m y monkey hadn’t d ie d ............. I re 
m em ber how I used to sing high C-------now I just sing low C .............
B ut at least our next guest can carry  a tune. The way it sounds
though, he ought to carry  it out of h e r e ..............So now I’d like to
present last m onth’s guest conductor on the Grand Central R ail
road .....................................

★  ★  ★

T H E R E ’S NO BUSIN ESS LIK E SHOW  BUSINESS

I began m y career on a showboat called the U.S.S. Insomnia.
They called it that because it rolled and tossed so m u c h .............. I
was seasick the m inute I got on board. Now I know what, they jnean  
when they say, “Travel brings out all that is in one” . . . . .  In fact 
m y stom ach’s still pretty squeamish. I was riding in the subway 
the other day and when the conductor called “Canal Street” I got
sick all over a g a i n .............. But it was unusual working on a boat.
F o r  a while I couldn’t tell the starboard from  the port but then
I read the labels on the b o ttle s ............. W e had a fan dancer in our
show who danced in nothing but chicken feathers and you could see
all the m en in the audience watching her like a h a w k ..............F an
dancer— that’s a nudist with her own cooling s y s te m .............Slie~tlid
a clalice tluiTTvas the hottest thing this side of H ie  Pittsburgh blast
furnaces. Even the air-conditioning was sm o k in g .............. I always
thought tliaL there was m ore to her act than m et the eye, but what 
m et the eve wasn!Lbailjjilher . . . . .  W e  also had a bubble dancer but
she left when her career blew up in her f a c e .............I was placed in
a bad spot in that show. I followed a monkey act and everytim e I
cam e out, the audience thought it was an e n c o r e ..............B ut when
I started m y routine the women were in stitches. I never could
understand wiiy they preferred their knitting to m e .............. W hen
I was through though, the whole audience stood up as one m an and
cheered. Never heard one m an m ake so m uch noise b e f o r e .............
I didn’t_cxacjly__stpp_ the show— Ljust_sort_ofLslqwed it u p ..............
My act w as so bad even m y foot went to s le e p ...........The critics didn’t
think m uch of the whole show. They knocked everything but the
chorus girls’ legs and nature got there f i r s t ................. I rem em ber one
time we added ten people to our cast and in an instant we outnum 
bered our au d ien ces.......... But we used to keep those audiences happy.
W e gave everybody a Schrafft chocolate box on the w ay in and if
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they laughed enough we gave them the chocolates on the way out
.............. To help out I even sang in a sm all quartet--------- there were
only two of u s ...........W e were always short a couple of q u a r ts ..............
But then, striving for greater things, I left the showboat and struck 
out on my own. F o r  weeks I slept in a pup tent but then the pup
said he wanted it b a c k .................I was so poor that if I got my suit
pressed and went to the movies in the same week, one of them had
to be done 011 the installment p la n ............ But' then I  got a job with
the Russian Ballet and did I get laughs-------ballet laughs of course
............ I did an oriental act and all during the act I burned incense.
It was a punk a c t ............. I would have been a headliner too--------- if
they would have turned the billboards upside d o w n ............ But I was
popular in Russia. I was the only one who paid track o d d s ..............
Then I returned to the United States as a leading m an in New Y ork ’s
largest theatre. I was an usher in the Radio City Music H a l l .............
But all this didn’t discourage me. I was born in the theatre------- all
the hospitals were crowded^........... SoMieXtTllid a show in (local col
lege). I"thought—tlie- ?;Indents might be starved fo r recreation but
then I found out the college was c o -e d ............. I’ll never forget that
first night. The curtain went up 011 the overture to Aida and cam e
right down again-------that night we were doing C a rm e n ..............And
did I have bad luck. The act before me was terrible and in a few  
minutes-the crowd started to boo them off the stage. Then I cam e on 
and for three mimites I was doing great, when what ~(lo” you tliink 
happened? Right in J h e  middle of my routine- they" thought about
liow bad that other act was and started booing a g a in .............All the
other actors in that sliow^wantecTto get a~star on their dressing room
door but not me. I was still trying to get a d o o r ............But nothing
will discourage me. The theatre’s m v home. I couldn’t find an apart
m ent any place e ls e ...........

★  ★  ★

TH E HOUSING SHORTAGE 

OR

TW O CHICKENS IN EV E R Y  POT AND TW O FAM ILIES  

IN E V E R Y  GARAGE

I went looking for a house the other day and found something 
right away that pleased me. She said she was busy though so I kept
lo o k in g ..............I went through one house that really had hot and
cold running water. You had to run next door fo r b o t h .............And
the bathroom  was really out of this world-------which made it a little
in con ven ien t...............The salesman said he wanted only $50,000 for
it, so I made a deposit. The next day though, when I went back, he 
told m e he raised the price to ,$75,000. But he didn’t intimidate
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me. I just took back m y $2.00  deposit and went h o m e ...............I
finally found a room  at a hotel and the m anager said lie was giving 
it to m e at O.P.A. F ro m  where I stood that O.P.A. m ust have m eant
“Over Priced A ttic” .............. He said it overlooked a lake. It also
overlooked good beds, good food and running w ater . . . . .  B ut they 
did have several conveniences. All the room s were air-conditioned. 
Every  half-hour a bell-boy cam e up and sprayed the room  with an
em pty flit g u n ............. And they also had hot and cold w ater there.
Hot in the sum m ertim e and cold in the w in tertim e ............They were
truthful in their advertising though. They said they had running
w ater in every room  and they were right. The roof le a k e d ..............
There was a sign over m y bed saying: “Sleep here and the angels will
w atch over you.” All I know is a couple of them bit m e ............. It
was so cold in that room  I woke up in the middle of the night and
heard m y false teeth chattering on the b u r e a u .............And all night
long the plaster kept falling down. I hadn’t been so plastered since
the night I drank a bouquet of F o u r R o s e s ...........But I finally stopped
complaining about the plaster falling down. There was none left
to f a l l ...........W liat a place! Ton pay ten dollars a day and then they
have the nerve to call you a guest of the hotel . . . . .  Each  m orning  
we’d have breakfast in the dining room . Some of the people wore 
bandanas around their necks but m ost of them got up in time to
w a s h .............One m orning they served spring chicken for breakfast.
It tasted pretty good too, but I didn’t enjoy it. My teeth kept getting
caught in the sp rin g s ............ It was the only hotel that ever featured
a stom ach-pum p at every t a b l e ...............And was that place dead!
A fter six o ’clock they used to stand the sidewalks up 011 end and use
them fo r to m b sto n es.............One night I tried to liven things up by
giving an im personation of George Raft. I was so good m y case
comes up to m o rro w ............The main trouble with the place was the
fish didn’t bite but the mosquitoes d i d ............. I can’t understand it.
Some people fish. All I m anage to do is drown w o r m s .............W ell
I’m leaving today and m oving into a boarding house. You know  
what a boarding house is. T hat’s a place that gives you lousy quar
ters fo r good d o lla rs ............
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COMEDY R E L IE F

(This is a little stunt designed for use in between acts or as a short 
tim e-waster while scenery is being changed. Come out and an
nounce, “W e have quite a few celebrities here with us tonight and  
I’m  sure you’d like to meet some of them .” Then go into the fol
lowing routine while pointing out people in your audience. Don’t 
w orry about the reaction of the person you’re pointing at, for it usu
ally will be a passive one and the rest of the audience will get a  
big kick out of this idea.)

Over in that corner we have Gonzales Greenberg, who’s come 
all the way from  Brazil to spend Pan-A m erican Day witli us. Pan-
Am erican Day-------that’s when all the South Am erican countries get
together and pan A m e ric a ............. He’s a big coffee executive down
there-------started from  the grounds u p .............. Seated over there is
Lord  Archibald Snitch. He’s the only person who doesn’t mind  
people putting their noses info his business. He m anufactures hand
kerchiefs ............He’s just visiting here in Am erica. lie  says lie
still has his seat in Parliam ent. It must be an awful strain on your
suspenders, Lord S n itc h ............ He’s eighty-nine and he’s never gone
out with a girl and lie doesn’t smoke, drink or gamble. I’m still
trying to figure out why he wants to live so lo n g ...........Up front there,
is H orace Snapgirdle. He’s a chiropractor. Yon know w hat that 
is. That’s a m an_3vho_gcts paid for doing w hat o ther men get 
slapped_for— . . . .  His brother was the one who disproved that old 
superstition that you get seven year’s bad luck when you break a 
m irror. He broke one and he didn’t get seven year’s bad luck. He
was killed in an explosion the sam e d a y ...........And that distinguished
looking gentleman over there is---------- Oh, never mind folks. T hat’s
the j a n i t o r ..............You floor-fluslier y o u ................. And last but not
least, we have over in that corner M urgatroyd Kilroy. He made
a fortune selling toupees to bald-headed e a g le s ................Now he’s
working 011 a wonderful new invention that lets people see through
a solid brick wall. He calls it a w in d ow ........... He’s so dumb he once
stayed up all night studying for a blood t e s t .............W ell, that’s the
last of our celebrities so on with the show:----------

★  ★  ★
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CHRISTMAS COMES BU T ONCE A YEA R  — AND ONCE 

A Y EA R ’S ENOUGH

I see lliat Christm as time is alm ost here again. Christm as—- 
that’s the time when both trees and husbands get trimmed and lit
u p .............It’s the season when you hear the neighbors blasting the
radio all night long playing “Silent Night” ............ It’s the time when
every girl wants her past forgotten and her present rem em bered.
............. I was going to give m y girl a book last Christm as but then
I changed m y mind. She already had a b o o k ............. I didn’t know
w hat to get her so I went into a departm ent store to look around. 
W hen I was in the toy~departnient I squeezed one dofluntil it hollered 
“M am a!” Then I squeezed another one and it scream ed “Flo o r
w alker]” ........... I went up to one counterTo getlT present Tor m y girl
and the salesgirl said, “Can I interest you in something in nylon
stockings?” I said, “Sure but let’s see about the present first.” ............
I knew I couldn’t give her cigarettes because she doesn’t smoke. So
I finally gave her flowers because I knew she....................................She
gave me a combination sport and smoking jacket for m y present. 
W hen I put it 011 it was a sport jacket but when she kissed me, it was
a smoking ja c k e t ...........But this year I’m going to give her something
every wom an greatly wants-------m e .............. I hope she has another
Christm as party like last year. They had a gam e a t that party called 
“Christinas Tree” . Everyone stood in the corner and tried to get~
lit TTp..............Then we played another gam e called “Photography”.
You put out the lights and see what d ev elo p s..................Last year her
fam ily had an electric Christmas. H er brother got an electric train, 
her sister got an electric iron, her m other got an electric washing
m achine and her father got the electric c h a i r .............W h at a guy he
w as! Some people like to hang m istletoe at Christmas. All he ever
wanted to hang was his w i f e .............Each  Christm as he was always
in a quandary as to what to get her for a present. Then one year 
he finally thought of something. The only trouble was he needed 
a prescription to get i t ............W ell, I’ve taken care of all m y Christ
m as shopping. I even sent m y father a check for $50. Now' I’m
waiting for him to sign it and send it b a c k ............I don’t want much
fo r Christm as myself. Ju st a pair of stockings-------preferably well-
fille d ................ W ell I have to be going now to hang up m y socks in
front of the mantelpiece. I want to hang them up early this year 
because the only thing I found in m y socks last Christm as was 
h o le s ............
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HORSES DON’T B E T  ON P E O P L E

I met a fellow the other clay who said he could m ake a fortune 
playing the horses. In fact he showed m e how 011 the back of one
of his unemployment c h e c k s ...............It’s a system for beating the
first four races every day. You don’t show up until the f i f th .............
Then he gave me a tip 011 a horse called Loud Z. A fter the race I
called him the same th in g ............. It was a fourteen horse race and
be said there was only one other horse in it he was afraid of. Per
sonally, I was afraid of the other th irte e n .............So I went out the
next day to (local race-track ) to see the race ..................... — that’s the
annex to the Bank of A m c r ic a ..............It’s a place where you pick
up a racing form  and say, “Eeni— meeni— mini” until you haven’t
any m o e .............And the betters out there are so eager to lose their
money that when they yell, “They’re ofT!” you don’t know whether
they mean the horses or th em selves............. The horse 1 played was
nam ed Duz and I figured it was a good bet because Duz is supposed
to do everything. W ell it did everything but w i n ............ The fellow
who gave me the tip said the horse would walk in. The only trouble
was, the other horses were ru n n in g .............Scientists say horses can
sleep standing up. Bui why do they have to d o  it when I bet on them ?
.......... I think the only reason that horse ever cam e in was to e a t .............
B u t after a while racing gets under your skin-------which makes it
uncom fortable for all co n ce rn e d .............. Just last night I dream t I
slept with a horse. Of course it was a n ig h t-m a re ..................In fact I
knew a m other whose son couldn’t resist the horses. One day though 
he suddenly disappeared and there was 110 trace of him anywhere. 
But that didn’t discourage his m other. I11 fact, to this day she still
burns a light fo r him-------in the two-dollar w in d o w ............. I played
another horse once and that horse was so unpredictable I didn’t even 
bet him on the nose. I put the money on the whole horse. He
m ight’ve come in sid e w a y s...............That horse was so stupid that
Avhen they cried “They’re off!” he just turned and said, “You can’t
fool me— I know they’re not.” ..............He was so swaybaclced that
as he cam e into the stretch the jockey stu m b led ............. B u t he ran
a steady race. Last all the w a y .............He was so slow lie cam e in
six lengths behind the jo c k e y .............I  hear every tim e he runs they
have to photograph the track to find him . . . . .  All m y horses are  
like that though. Some of them run so slow they have to pay the
jockeys time and a half for o v e rtim e ............ But ail inside tip m eant
a lot of money to me the other day. I got a tip m y wife was at the
track and I arrived in time to stop her from  making any b e t s ............
Little by little I’m learning the sport though. Already I know enough
not to bet on steeplechase races. They’re not on the le v e l ............One
day I noticed a dizzy girl beside me making plenty of money 011 each  
race. I asked her where she got her tips from  and she answered, 
“I just take the list of entries for the race, close m y eyes and stick 
a pin into the sheet. W herever I stick the pin, I bet on that horse. 
B u t I m ake m ost of m y money on four-horse parlays.” “O h!” I said, 
“Do you use a pin to pick the four horses?” “No,” she answered, 
“for parlays I use a fork.” ........... I tried that pin system once but m y
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aim  was so bad I played Chesterfield cigarettes in three different
r a c e s .......... As soon as I began sticking the pin into the entries though,
I met with success. In fact I did all right up to the third race when 
I jabbed the pin into the program  too hard. Before I could do any
thing though, the w om an in front of me hud won the race by live
le n g th s .............And I only played her for show t o o ...................But now
that (local race-track ) is closed, I hear that the people who only
bet on sure things are  betting on pedestrians crossing the s t r e e t ...........
At least horse racing is a clean sport though. In fact I never left the
race-track  yet without being c lean ed ........... But there’s an old saying:
“You can beat a race, but you can’t beat the races.” I just wish some
one would tell me which race they m e a n ...........

★ ★ ★

A SAP’S FA B L E S

You’re looking at the unluckiest m an in the world. I ’m the 
only one who ever received a IF classification while sitting in a
landing barge attacking Iwo J i m a ............ W as I nervous! I smoked
so m any Camels I got a hump on m y b a c k ............... And then when I
got through that I was transferred to a mechanized division and 
rode a jeep for 50,000 miles during the rest of the w ar. I was even
decorated fo r it. Got the Order Of The Purple S e a t ..............It was
while I w'as riding in that jeep that 1 got a telegram from  m y girl 
at home. It, read something like this: “Couldn’t w a iF lo r  you so
have m a rn etl yourTatHer! Love, m other.” .............I~was as~ILscour-
ag'ed~rrs~a~Hen. You donTTImdTa hen is discouraged? How would
you like it if you could never find things where you laid th e m ? ............
At times I thought it would have been better if Plym outh Rock had
landed on the P ilg r im s .............And then on top of all that, I had to
eat that arm y food. I ’m  not saying it was bad but a buddy of mine 
was swimming in the ocean wiien he suddenly was surrounded by 
sharks. So to keep them aw ay he threw  his K-rations at them and
w'ould you believe it------- those sharks threw them right back at him
............That fellow' was always a great kidder. He w’as the one wiio
m ade love to a girl in a jeep so now' they have a bouncing baby boy
...............And I can still rem em ber the recruiting officer telling m e
how the uniform  would get the girls. Every girl I said hello to looked 
at m e as if she had just stepped off Plym outh Rock and I had just
crawled out from  under i t .............I w'as turned down so often I felt
like a bed sp re a d ........... Oh, I’ll have plenty to tell m y children, about
arm y life. I ’ll tell them to join the n a v y .............W h at a time I had
when I was discharged! The first thing i did was get drunk. I knew' 
I was drunk because when I walked through the park I saw' three
men on a horse-------and the one in the middle was General Grant
.............I was so confused m y mind wrent one w'av and m y body the
other but we both wound up in the sam e place-------what a burlesque
show7! ...........The next thing I did was buy a suit and this is it. W hen
I got this suit it looked like a page from  Esquire. Now the pants
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look like they’ve been condensed for Reader's D ig e st............My tailor
said it would wear like iron. He’s right. I can’t even sit down in
th e m .......... And then, as a civilian, the breaks began to com e m y way.
The government wanted to make up for the way they treated m e so 
I was offered the job of President of the United States. I refused it
though-------110 chance for ad van cem en t............I wasn’t going to jump
at the first thing that came along von k n o w ...........I come from  a very
fam ous family. My brother is so fam ous everybody fakes off their
hat before him. He’s a b a r b e r .............You should see the clip joint
he’s ru n n in g ............ Everybody calls him the town c u t-u p ...............He
shaved me once and when he finished I gave him a dollar tip. He 
cut me'Toiir tim cs~aTuI~then jn iL p ieces of paper~over the cjits^but
flTave Inin a 3oIIarTinyway._ljigitrc_anytim c a m an eanj>c_aj>arl>cr,
a butcher and a paper-hanger-------all at tile same tiinel:I7 7 rhc_clcserv.es
a dollarjtip_^ . . .  I have anofherLrofher who runs a filling station. 
H e’s a d e n tis t............. Lives from  hand to 111011 1 1 1 ................ He’s sup
posed to be a model dentist. The only trouble is he’s not a working
m o d e l............ I went into his office once and he said he couldn’t see
me. He said lie had an appointment to fill eighteen cavities-------then
he picked up his golf-clubs and l e f t ............. All I had was a pain in
one of m y back teeth but I didn’t know which one it was. I knew  
it wasn’t m y wisdom tooth. That didn’t give me any trouble. Come
to think of it, it didn’t give me any wisdom e i th e r ..............But I’m
glad I’m healthy otherwise. In fact I never paid a doctor bill in m y  
life. The only trouble is, he’s getting pretty sick of all those unpaid
b i l ls .............. W ell, you know that old saying: “Doctors must have
patients.” .............I had a third brother but lie’s dead now. He was
a missionary who was eaten by cannibals. I guess you could say 
he gave them their first taste of religion . . . . He once proposed to
a girl and said, “Refuse me and I shall die!” So she refused him
and forty-tw o years later he d ie d ........... W ell I have to be going now.
I’m as busy as two octopuses n eck in g .............I’m cleaning up a for
tune in crooked dough. I’m a pretzel m anufacturer . . . . .

★  ★  ★

CARSTAIRS +  CAR-STARES =  CARFARES —  CAR-CARES

I just bought a ’47 coupe (lie other day. W itli the sales tax
it comes to 47.50 ............The salesman who sold it to me said it was
a pleasure car and was he right! It was a pleasure to get out of it
.............It was the first time I ever saw a car that was held together
by the paint j o b .............It has w hat’s called an indifferent horn---------
it just doesn’t give a to o t ...........And every time I try using the crank,
the crank stands still and the car spins a r o u n d ..............But I don’t
care. Two m ore payments on it and I can drive it in the daytime
............. But these new cars are really wonderful. They’re  made so
hum an they actually blush when you strip the g e a r s ............. My car
is really air-conditioned now. It saw Betty Grable the other day 
and blew its t o p ............ It has a liquid drive-------- there’s a drip at the
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w h e e l.............I went driving willi m y girl yesterday but I didn’t get
as much mileage on m y car as I usually do-------the wind wouldn’l
1111 the s a i l ............. She said it was the first time she was ever in a
car that ran out of w in d ...........Then I began to teach her how to drive
the car. The only trouble was ! forgoT T inrhow her how to aim  it 
. . rT T T ln r way she~drove tllat .car y»jild_thiiik^lie_was_xehearsing 
fo r an a c e i d e n t T . . . .  But she really tr ie d jie r  best to learn, and
after a wliile~lhe road b e g a n jo ju n o y lie n  she d id ............On the way
back I tried to m ake love to her, but all she dul was shake her head 
for ten m inutes in a row -------she had her nose caught in the wind
shield w ip e r ............. B u t I had a terrible accident yesterday. I was
driving down the street when m y car got caught betwen two trolley- 
cars. Do you know anybody who wants to buy a tall, thin Buiek?
............. I saw a ca r a few days ago w ith .just a back seat. I asked
the owner how he m anaged to drive it and he answered, “Doh’i be
sillyjZZOlfive another car- f  oFH r i v hi g . ’ ’ T . . .T i t  was a used car------ •
you should <ii»vp-.-soiTiTwliin~n~\vas~used for_. . V . But  T ”guess I’m  
better off than a friend of mine. He bought a car and was he swin
dled by the salesm an ! The guy told him he could ride around for 
years in it without any trouble and only a month later m y friend got a 
parking t ic k e t .............

★  ★  *

M ISCELLANEOUS P A T T ER

At Thanksgiving time use the following: “I’m  all set for this
Thanksgiving. I crossed a turkey with a centipede so everybody 
could have a d ru m stick .............But if there is anybody who has no
thing to be thankful for, it’s the turkey. He’s hit in the neck, loses 
his head, they break his legs, knock the stuffing out of him, cut him  
to the heart, and then pick on him for days.” ...........

Occasionally the place you are playing in is plugging one of 
the National Som ething-or-other W eeks. You can then use the 
following, after giving the original plug: “I always do m y best to
support these special weeks. During National Apple W eek I went
out and had an apple. --------During National Doughnut W eek I went
out and had a doughnut.-------During National Baby W eek I went
out and had a -------but that’s silly isn’t i t?” ..............

If an assistant from  the audience comes up with a very wrinkled 
suit, quip: “I don’t know where that suit hibernates during the
branding season, but it certainly looks as if it never saw a  hot iron
............That’s one suit tliat’d even take the H art out of Scliaffner and
M arx.” .............

If you’re late for your cue, apologize w ith: “I’m sorry I’m  late 
folks, but I cam e out here on a bus and was it slow! It stopped at 
almost every telephone pole along the road. I guess that’s what
I get fo r riding on a Greyhound.” .............
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If the place you’re perform ing in is particularly empty, say: 
“Don’t w orry about all those empty tables (seats) folks. They’re 
.res crve(l= = = f or_N ew_Yca r’s E v e ............

If you haven’t had time to shave, rub your face and explain 
it away w ith: “I guess next time I’ll have to stand closer to the
razor.” ...........

Occasionally a m em ber of your audience will like a joke so 
m uch he’ll begin to applaud. Look at him sternly and say: “You’ll 
applaud with the rest of the people or out you go. No individual 
applauding in here.” ............

If a gag lays a bad egg com m ent: “W e could wait fo r the laugh
but the theatre closes at midnight.” .............. Or: “I don’t see how
all you people can sleep out there with the lights on.” ...........

Occasionally while working a strenuous routine your hair be
comes disarranged. Push it back with the palm  of your hand and 
then look at your palm in am azem ent as you quip: “My God, I’ve
struck o il!” ............

E very magician makes a slip once in a while and if you’re 
playing for an audience that isn’t too reserved, the inevitable ques
tions will be em barrassing. So, when someone asks you why you’re 
holding that gim m ick in your hand, answ er: “T hat’s a m oot question
so I’ll give you a m oot answer-------m o o t!” .............. It’s silly, but it
usually shuts them up and gets you over a bad spot.

W henever you have two people on the stage and give one of 
them a piece of apparatus to examine, he always continues to play 
around with it even while you’re talking or giving instructions to 
the other spectator. W hen this happens, turn on him suddenly and 
ask in a sharp tone, “W h at are you doing there?” They usually 
will answer “N othing!” if your tone of voice is right. If this hap
pens, reply: “W ell how will you know when you’re finished?” ............
It’s this apparently spontaneous answer that is always good for a 
big laugh.

If you have a girl up from  the audience to help you, ask her: 
“Are you having dinner anywhere, tonight?” as she leaves the stage. 
She usually will answer, “No” giving you a chance to reply, “W ell
you’re going to be awfully hungry by tom orrow .” ........... I still haven’t
figured out what to say if she said “Yes” though. A little on-stage 
coaching will assure you of the right answer however.
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Stooges walking across the stage during your act can reap a 
Jot of laughs. Have one com e out in a Yogi costume and ask you, 
“W ould you like your palm  read ?” You answer in the affirmative 
and he then takes a paint brush from  behind his back and paints your 
palm  a glowing red. Be sure the stooge conceals the paint brush  
until it’s time to use it. I recom m end a  sm all brush dipped in red  
ink, for the latter is the easiest to get off. Don’t tell m e it’s corny.
I  know it. But I also know it brings down the house whenever it’s 
used.

Have another stooge walk across the stage carrying a long plank. 
W hen you ask him what it’s all about, he answ ers: “I’m looking
fo r a room — -— I’ve already got m y board.” .............

A fter a particularly zany stunt, crack : “In this racket you
have to be crazy or you’ll go nuts.” ...........

L ast but not least is the ever-present possibility of a trick going 
wrong. If this should happen to you, get out of it w’ith: “I haven’t 
been so confused since I tried to find the m en’s room  at the Y . W . 
C. A.” ............

★  ★  ★
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And so another book is ended,

All the gags are down and blended;

Some m ay think they’re pretty splendid, 

Others m ay have been offended.

B ut I’m not one to judge this doubt, 

The m oney’s all I care about;

A last word though, I’m  not without, 

Gentlemen! The patter’s petered out.
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