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In selecting these Secrets, I hove endeavoured
to interest the Fraternity at lorge. hether you are a
manipuleator, impromptu or gpectacular worker I trust you
will find herein gowe secret that will add to your
reputetion as & megiclan.

The secrets cre chosen from over 300 which I
classified when writing "The Whirlvwind of Vizardry" and
while many are wot complete tricks or effects in themselves
they are just what adds thot 1ittle extro touch of swmartness
te an wet, or tiat little effect to 11l up & break.

Unifor: with this monuwcript, I intend to
publisn several other booklets, viz:i~ "Conjuring for
Children', "Thimble Tricks", “Miscellane oug Manipulations®,
"Tyrotechrnics for Prestidigitators", Deop Dyed Deviltry"
(Spirit effects) "Ideus for Illumlonlﬂt"" and severcl
Sthers; perticulars of which vwiil be duly unnounced in the
"Maglce Vand" and “"The Sphinx".

Yours Iraternally,
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THAT BROKEN MATC
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In gerere!l efisot thls is the old Broken Match;
but with thio ddfference. You ask someone for a pocket
handrerchied whicn they place on the table. You also
borrew & mateh which ¢ rmerked and placed on the centre
of the handxerauiaf; the corners are now folded over in
tne cpproved manner. The hardkerchief is lifted and
geveral spectutors are allowed to feel the match through
the folds ol cawbrie. Sowmeone is then reguested to break
the match into several pleces. This done, handkerchief is
pleced on table once more, hands casually shown empty; the
folds unfolded and the tch is found completely restored.

The Sceret depends on a little pull which is

wotrn in the wright slesve , to the end of which is attached
a small cloth bag with o matek in it. A finger ring wvith
a spall sharp hook is also worr on second or third finger
vihile match ig being marked and placed in the handlerchief
you gtand with your haza° behird Jour back. At same time
get posscosion of the above described pull from the right
Sleeve and securg & corner of the 1ittlce cloth bag to the
sharp hool: on the finger-ring. The pull of the elast
will keep it in Place. When you 1ift the feclded handkerchief
containing the mateh from the Table you place it over the
rjsr+ hand, and ¢s you &gain 1ift the folded foulurd you

rasp the bag contuining the Duplicate match, which is
thd: detached from the hook. It is this match which the
spoectutors are ullowed to feel and break. In unfolding the
hendkerchief and nlacing on table therc is ample opportunity
to allcew the falke to return to the sleove

; and there is
necthing left to tell the tale.
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SELr IGNITING TOVE PAN.
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In working the old Dove Pan did you never fecl
stupid - after breaking the e€ggs etc. into the pan - to
deliberately set them on firc - would it not be much more
mysterious for the contents to "accidentelly" catch fire

as you are warming thcm over the candlc, becing morc
humorous to the audience too; and gives you an opportunity
for some good bye play before finally clashing on the 1id.

The e¢ffeet, like. so many other good cIf‘ots is
bcautlfully simple: and is our old fricnd the fire bowl
. in & new guise. Take your Dove pan and have a small cup
3" x L' soldered to it 4" from bottom - this cup is
perforated; cccompanying sketch should moke &ll clear.

To present, load this cup with a small piccc of
metal potessium. Your bottle contains a mixture of petrol
and water and is poured over the ingredients in the usual
way. See that none of this liquid comes into contact with
the potassium in the cup. Light your candle; hold pun
over flame to "cook" contents. Vhile pattering tilt pzn
so that liquid comes into contact with the potassium and
you will have a. lovely burst of flame; apparently a real
accident especially it you have "thrown" a "borrowed"
hondkerchief among the contents.' “*However, you ‘subdue’ thé
flames and all's well that ends well.
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: A Blue silk is shown with a yellow one ticd
- round it ag shown in Fig.  This is held in the left hand
and stroked with the rlght; when the silks zrc seen to heve
changecd plebu the blue being tied round the yellow.

. . This is mprply e variation of the well known
Goldlﬂ Colour change. The blue silk being a bag 1lined
with ycllow and has a blue silk tied (and sewn) round its
centre. Flbures should make all clear. Note the silks.

are dlagonal in shape and the double silk diamond shepe.
This takes up much less space fthan if they were all square:
use at least 18 inch silks as it is impossible to make this
effect with a smaller silk and look natural.
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SPLISTERS! =~ THE VANISHIUG BALL.
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Effect, A white ball ~ sey the lust of the 4 at fingertips -

ig pleoced in « sumnll oup shupoud reéoepticle uttuched to the wend,

a sheut of pupoer sbout 6 x 8 1is shown both sides. The wand

with the ball balanced in the smell cup is held in the left hand
as in Pig.l. The small sheet of paper is lowwrcd in front of the

ball, until the bottom cdge just hides the boll from view. Note

the hend holds tha puper by the top odge, «nd is obviously too
far awey from the ball to asgist in the vonish,

Now in this condition peaper spontaneously bursts into flaue and
the baell is gone. _

Explenution:~ The ball is & solid bvall with a cat-gut loop:

The wand is & hollow metal tube and ocup is attached to a piston
which c&n be raisced a natter of 4 ocr 5 inches when the piston

is raised. An ornamcntal snake 1s on wand ncar end, this is nade
to slide up znd dowa én inoh .or two, and attached t0 the piston
so that when the sneke is pushed up " the piston znd cup riscs; and
the body of sneke ncedless to say is held away from spectators:
the body of sneke covers the slot which piston slides in.

Figures should uake all clear.

This wand will bear casual exawination ag there is neither knoh
or slot to be¢ secn as is usual with piston wands:

Presentation. In whatoever way you have led up to this Vanish

you chenge ball for looped bell if not already using one: Balance
biall in smell cup on top of wand: show paper. Lower over ball,
1ift «gain to show ball still there; lower once more, and with
thuwb slowly push up sncke, which causges piston to r1°c carrying
upwards the cup and oboll, uct forefinger through loop of cat-gut
allowing the ball to swing behind the hand. Lower cup; Break
nceedle shaped Flash Tube in upper corner of flash paper. There

is o shect of flume and the ball is gone, while all are watching
the flowme; drop hand to side disposing of the ball in the Pockette.
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Thoge who do not feel inelincd tc hive the speciel wand
made; can get elmost the same effect by meens of en
crdinary wand with & little oup to fit cver the eénd; only

this mecans lowering
onc to get the loop

Use only th¢ ncedle
broken and there is
in contact with the
with a celluloid or

the pipor well over the bell to enczble
over forefinger, which is not so clean.

shaped flash tubes they are easily
little oxr no denger of the acid coming
fingers, By the way do not try this
ivorine vrell if it ceme in contact with

the flame it would certainly venish.

- S s . B S s e B S o W B G - . " —

7 oup /

e ASTON, - \
e '

LLSNAKE
F}a WASHE RS,
i

VJbJQED

s, _G:?'.v_-;:"\'; S‘:?:s@‘wi-,-_.-

At
SHDING SNAKE

BALL with CAT GUT LOOP.

GETTING LOOP ;;:;\\T

The FINGER

L T

—




THE VANISHING  CIGAREITE.
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Cigarette which the performer ic smoking is slowly
pushed into the closcd left hund, and after necessary by-
play the hand is opened; no trace of the cigarette is to
be found.

The secret lies in our old friend the thumb tip.
Also a tigarette composed of & hollow tube of paper with
a little shag in the end (this mey be made over a lead
pencil). Wear the thumb tip on the left hand thumb. Light
cigarette and take a puff or two. Show left hand slowly
close with back of hand towards spectators thumb inside
fist. Withdraw thurd leaving tip -~ which it is almost
ncedless to say should be . a metal one. Now take 1lit
cigarette from mouth and slowly push into left fist with
right hand forcefinger; sometimes pushing with the thumb
instead of the forefinger, and, ultimztely carry away the
thumb tip containing the crushed up cigarctte on the right
thumb:  ;:8lowly open the left hand showing the e¢igarette
to have gone. By this time you will have disposed of the
thumb tip.
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SITEK AND ROSE. VA
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This is a deiightful 1ittle sffect to be worked by
two pertrormers simultaneocusly. A rose dbush is seen on the
stage from which one c©r the performers plucke a full blown
red rose the other performer shows a2 red silk square. They
take up their positions and slowly waving their hands the
two articles change places. The pericrmer with Rose now has
in his hands the silk and the other pertformer - or lady
assistant, the rose.

The main secret is in the folding of a handkerchief
and rclling it into the form of a rose. The silk is taken
and folded correrwise as shown in Fig. until it is about 16"
long by Z inches hroad. This strip is now taken and wound
round and round itself until it resembles a rose; then it is
secured with a 1littie pin. ‘When neatly made it is undetectable
when placed among some other artificial flowers. It is held in
place by means of & tie clip on the stsin of the plant. The
performer "pliucks" this rose and under cover of a waving
motion withdraws the »in allowing the silk to expand.

Thez handkerchief to rose is accomplished by means
of a Hollow rcse. Procure & cloth millinery flower; take to
pieces and make up again with seccotine round a little tube
resembling the Torredc handkerchief Vanisher. See Fig.

S Thé methéd 6f Tolding the 8ilk to form the Rose was

shown me many years ago by Mr. H. of Glasgow; whom I have
previously mentioned in my writings.
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OER LU’TEX HaNDUTAOHIER CASKET.
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The Caslizetv measures ebout € ins. by 3 ins., circular in shape.
Top and bvottown there i3 a metal baad, and it is suspended.on a stand
by means of cLaing wharch are attached te a metal Vall ornament. In
the simplest form ol presentaticrn 2 handkerchiefs vanished visibly
appear in the casxet one aftcr the other.

As the asztute reacer will doubflzss have guessed the s ilks come
from the metal bazil waich is khellow and divided into 2 compartments
& handkerchiel is jucked into each compartment, und a thread
attached to the sorner of each:. threads pass down through holes in
bottom of casget thrcugh eyeiet in gtand azd off to the assistant:
or could be made se.l contained by having a weight releds-ed in the
hollow. stand, in thir method & pin released by performer allows
weight to fall bringing the silk or silk

5 from their place of
concealment. see Figs.

" CIGAKETTE TO0 PLOWEK.

Enter smoking cizarette ~ teke in kand;a slight wave of the
arm and the cigarette ecomes a [flower,

This effort is emfirely self-contained: The oigarette is a
metal tube, and conceals 2 Zeatiher Flower. The Feather Flowex
is attached to & sort «? plunger which fits fairly tightly into .
the Tube. See Fig. attascred to this plungeris a slendex
rod which progects from “5o0léd Tipped" end of 01garette on:
pushing this xod in with the “humt the flower is pushed out. The
flower may he placed in but=s sorhols, the cigarette being pushed
through the bduttonhole and corcealing behind the coat lapel.

ClgareH'e
Fo Flower:
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Hﬁviﬂ% produced your Rivbons ani Pleg withcut approachking
any part cf the psrson; Tables cr Chairg,several pigeons are
shaken “rom tha folis of tha Flag.

Fig. 1. Shows the ccontainer; thig is mada on the same prtaazpl@
as the old sweet producing rar, but of such » size as wiil held
three or four pigeons: The top part 4s ventilated with ~yelet
holes. There i8 also a ring at the bettom of the bag the use
of which will be explained,

Pig.?2. showe the prepared Tray: This hag a swivel bhock at the
front edge, to which is attached the tcep ring of vag. Vhen
the tray 1% held flat. the bag containing ?hﬁ rigecnes will
heng down perpendicularly from the front. rasp the end of
the bag and bring It up until it lies flat with the under
surface of the tray, This will bring the Ring at the Bottem
of the bag, to the catoh &t the hinder trige of trayv, to which
the lutter is fastened, This catch is actuated by a lever
attached to the hendle, so as to release the bag when desired,

on’ *3%‘%? sray i& fastened the male‘portien &f -e~glowe: i~
fastener, the other part being sewn to a smdll square §f°
leather Tastened to the centre of the flag. The flag 6h0uld
measure sbout 4 £4%, x 3ft. at least.

The lvab with the load fES b aned as described underneath is
brought on by assistant, the tray being carried cn edge -wise,
top Taciag sudience. Th@ load faomﬁg assistant's tody.

After displaying Flag, catch it by the centre (se@ing that the
clip is not covered bv the folds) and place it over the tray.
The assistent at the same moment brings the tray up to the
Horizontal position to allow the flag to be placed over it,
and relcases the bolt catch controlled from the handle. The
moves must be thoroughly rehearsed and well timed in order

not to expose the load, which now hangs perpendicular from
front edge of tray cono@alwé by the f@l&s of the flag.

The object of the glove fastener on trayis to prevent the
flag from accidentally falling and thus cxposing the load,



Sleeves now pulled well beck and zusic stopped, flag 1s very
dclibrately lifted from tray and with the load. The pigeons
arc rcleased in the same menncr as the confectionary in the
old effect.

The use of the Tray wey be done gway with and load obtained
from agsistant's back,or the bag may have two compeértments

onc of which contains ¢ small rubbit which is relcased on the
tray - which provides a legitimate use for the tray; and
before the spectators have recovercd from their suprise at the
appearance of bunny you have shaken from the flag a shower of
fluttering pigcons.
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CIGARETTE AWD MATCH. 11
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Effect - A cigarette thrown into the left hand changes
to & match; the missing cigarette being produced from
foot of trousers or elcewhere.

This neat little effect depends on the use of
the sleeve. Those who have any doubt about "sleeving"
an article; all I can say 1is see "JARROVWV" at close
quarters. He is an adept at making use of the sleeve.

Stand right side towards spectators, hold left
hand about level with waist, palm towards floor, then
throw the cigarette from the right hand into the left
hand, closing the left hand round it, with the thumb push
the cigarette out at top of fist a la method of the
rising cards: at same time finger-palming & match in
the right hand. Remove cigarette from top of left hand
and resume original position.

Once more throw the cigarette towards the left
hand, but this time let it go up the left sleeve, although
you close the left hand as if it -contained the cigarette.
Make one or two passes over the closed left hand; with the
right, dropplng the flnger palmed match into leit fist s
it passes OveY sdnme. “ Open 'left hand, shéw match in'place
of cigarette.

Strike match and while doing so allow left hand
to fall to side. Cigarette will fall into the hand from
sleeve. Raise foot and producc the cigarette from foot of
trcuser leg. Light and smoke as if nothing unusual had
taken place.

Show 1p 4 C gare Flres Line
o/’ F/e/gb o

ora/o/o/ng Mokeh into closmedl
/ ef/- Hond,



SIlul FROM CANTLE.

I think almost every conjurer at sore time or
other has produced a silk from the flame of a candie, via
the matchbox. Wouldn't it be nice to produce any colour
selected or several in succession.

To enable the performer to produce the above
effect, several handkerchiefs of different coiours are
rolled in the usual manner and have a 100p of gut or waxed
thread attached to thew. In this condition they ore placed
in a series of little black art wells on the tabie top.

Atter lighting candle, in the act of placing
matchbox on table in front of well containing selected
coloured silk, yow get your thumb through the loop;
bringing away the silk, which is ultimately produced
fror the fleme; in placing the materialized silk on the
table you may obtain a second one and so on, as long as
supply lasts.

Hands may be shown back and front if desired,
by means 0f the usual looped ball sleights, although 1
do not approve of this; it is not magic but manipulation.
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THE SKEDCH MATERIAIISER. 3
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3 sets of wooden needlework hoops are used, or if
expernse 1is no object 3 sets of tambourine rings. Fach set of
hoops has a sheet of white paper stretched across it cs in the
familiar Tambourine production. Now you may either hold the
rings in your left hand or suspend from & stand on toble,
steadying it with the left hand while you proceed to paint or
sketch the objects you intend to materialize, say a litile
statue of Father Xmas; cx & Cupid Doll; a bouquet of Flowers
and a Tumbler of Milk. First you sketch and colour doll, then
burst the poper with your right hand, producing from it the real
article. The next hoop is taken and drawing of flowers executed.
These are materialized in the same way. The third set of hoops
are row fixed in position, and a sketch of a Tumbler of Milk or -
something stronger - drawn, .and upon the right hand being thrust
through the paper, the glass of liquid is produced.

The explanation of above consists in the secret use
of three fokes; of the shape shown in accompanying drawing.
The second finger of left hand is slipped through the flesh
coloured ring and the fake with its load allowed to lie clong
the back of the hand. 1In this way the left hand either hold or
supports the hoop while sketch is being executed, it will be
seen that the mere bending inward of the fingers bringsthe load
exactly behind the circle of paper. The right hcnd has only to
burst paper; tcke the load from clips and produce.

In experimenting with above, I found it best to have
the loads with their fzkes in three separate pockets in the
left coat tail the openings o 1little below the top of the
profonde; the discarded fzkes being dropped into the profonde
itself. Of course other ‘places of concealment could be uscd
such as behind & chuir ste.

The glass containkng the liguid hos & glass disc on
top; in place of the usual rubber cover. This does cwoy with
the necessity of removing cover but requircs more carcful
‘handling and is not practicel for loading from the pocket;

‘but for general use I suggest glass 3/4 full of liquid {white
or wine coloured) with a disc permalently cemented to top;

the e¢ffect is the same cnd saves 2 lot of trouble - oand perhaps
mess. Of course, if desired, the usual rubber cover could be
used and rctained in. the hand, but I'm afraid moves would be
anything but clean. ‘ _ ‘ :
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FOUK ACES AND :==m!!!

B S ST WD W G T S G WD PO G @D o ot <Y M 50 OB TR P

- In this effect the four aces are taken from a
pack of playing cards; placed in ‘an envelope which is
sealed. The envelope is now deposited on a small stand
where everyone can see it.

Three ordinary school sletes are shown;cleaned
and marked by a voluntary assistant. The slates in this
condition are left in charge of the assistant while
performer explains what is 2bout to take place - merely
stating that the cards will leave the envelope and be
found between the previously examined slates.

A lighted candlie is now brought into contact
with the envelope -~ there is a flash; and in -place of
the four aces there is a grinning devil's head; The
assistant is requested to separate the slates; and upon
doing so the missing aces are found zdhering to one of
them accompanied with a message of good luck written in
chalk. -

’ The enveloge 1nto Whlch the four aces are:
placed is changed for one- contalnlng a devil's: hcad
(Dennison's cut-out for Hallowe'en). ' The envelope is
made of Black Flash Paper (you will find complete instruc-—
tions for the manufacture of this given under Flash Paper
Secrets - described 1atcr) I suggest making a dozen or
rore of these envelopes, and using the ordinary card
change; or the envelope may be switched if you do not
wish to make up so many.

The four duplicete aces - for of course there
ore duplicates -~ have been previously stuck to one of the
slates with a dab-of wax and sufficient space left to
allow of a short message being written. The necessary
moves to show slate unprepared are fully described in
"Jje rdlne Ellls' Secrcts" pages 16 - 21

The ordznary slate with flap may bc employed
instead, or the Stanley Collin's method may be used; but
for conv1n01ng presentation, I have never come acrmns
a method to equal::that of’ “the late Jardine Ellis. It will
certainly repay the performbr who takps the trouble ‘to
master the moves.



o

Thie combinution in oy opinion 1lifts the four
ace experiment from the rut of an ordinury card expcriment
and makes the spirit messagc mors aentertauining, while
the unoexpoeeted sppuarance of the head of Nephietopheles
Just glves the sudden surprise that is necded to rousc
the audience before the climax.

The head cut out should by soaked in ¢ solution
o2 Alum to prevent any chance of it catching fire when
the envelope is ignited.

A BUBBLE BLOWING SECRET

The following secret toughens the bubbles so
that they will stand much more hundling than the ordinary
Castile Soap solution.

Shave some laundry soap - & piece about an inch
square into & pint oi hot-water. ihen this is quite
dissolved add one dessertspoonful of Gum Arabic and stir
till melted, then one tesspoonful of Glycerine, and
lastly another pint of cold water. The cold water is
necessary because otherwise the bubbles would be inclined
to break, but very hot water must be used in the first
placeé to dissolve the soap. The glycerine makes the
bubbles more brilliant while the Gum Arabic gives them
elasticity.

Four Aces Awo,”

Sketch s/nmh’ 'y’f df

stond vsed. 3 Mg .
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In thie version of the wine and water, the effect
e e . : LT g Mo hdal e .
ig varied just at the point; where an eiement of surprise is
avpreciated. The usuai effect is Red Wine, Water, Red Vine,
Vaeter and 8o on. Cnly in the earlier exptanaflnno does one
Zird a variety of drinks poured frox the decanter. The
pffect of the prebent form is es fo dowe: ~ ‘

‘ Irom a plain glasv jug of watew (uhe mouth of which
nay be wiped) the performer pours in succession, Wine; Water;
Wine; Water; Green Chartreuse, Watexr. All are drinkadie with
the. exception of glass Wo. 5:the!drink for an JTrishmin: the
contents of the glasses are returned to the jug whereupon all
change to vwater as at. the sommencement.

"he preparet1on o‘ the Jug and glasoes is as
follows' ' :

JUg: l‘pint Water; 1o which is added as much
: : . 8mliclate of Svde as will cover 8 2/- piece,
AT ‘also . 10, to 15 d*ops of Liquor Potassee.
‘)”1 ch\g OILELBU L0 M L MG, 4 KL adh s b
- fGlase -No. l 2n drops of Tincture:of Iron (Steel Drops)

G lase No Empty

Glaes No 3 A few drop of Phenol—phathalczne dissolved
‘in alcahol

Gless No.4. Empty

Glass No. 5 2 Teaspoonfuls of a saturated solution of
Sulphate of Copper

Glass wo. 6 A teaspoonfnl of strong tartarlc acid
: crsclution. . . :

: ‘The above guantities may require ¢ be altered
slightly in -different districte; 4t will depeund on *he.
water bupply, as differeqt f'lter beds affeut the "
chemioals : : . o
oIf you should Pind the Waet nhange to watez in--
ollned to be slow use Oxallc Acla in pJace of the Tartarmc,m
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but remembor 4t is POISONOUS. I think if you have any doubt
wsbout the last changs, it is better to make a hadblt of using
the Oxalic Acid than ohango from one to the other. I do
not belisve in chenging from a drinkable solution to a
poisoncus one, in the same efract; sometimc you may forget
which ohemioal you ars umploying. with sorious results. But
why taste or drink tho lust glass at all; it is rot plcas;nt
at the best, und adds nothing to the effeot. .

The intrcduction of th: "drink for an Irishman®
gives scope - for som¢ new and humorous pttter but I will not
go into that hero uas this is a book of seorects.

| THE VERNON BANK NOTE TRICK.

- gun B G 1 G

A one pound Treasury note is borrowed torn into
a number of pieces and restored; not as the Orlgln01 note,
but as a strip of paper 15 1nches long by 1% inches; prlnted
on it is £1. £1. £1. £1. £1..£1. This is torn .into six
parts, and offered to the owner, performer appears surprised
at it being re jected; ! {good scope for patter here) remarking
that he is offering nim 6 to 1. However the lender does not
see it in this light, so performer has to get to work once
more burning the pieoes and showing his hands unmistakably
empty; from the ashes he produces the or1g1na1 note the
number of which is verified. e

0f ‘course the borrowed note is not torn but is
exchanged for a "home made one. - The method I suggest for
this is to havé a little rod with d .clip at the end. Note
is borrowed, number noted- and folded several times, then
fixed by the lender in “the small clip, performer statlng
that he does not handle it at all. This small rod and clip
has a duplloate clip with the imitation note in it. This
normolly lies in the palm of the hand, and after genuire
note is placed in the exposed clip the performer on way back
to platform, reverses the ends; bringing the genuine note
into the palm.of the hand. Imitation note is taken from-
clip, unfolded and number read out!!! (If'you-have a.
memory like mine omit this part of the effect). The note
is now torn into & number of pieces.

18
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The slip of paper with the £1 repeated several
times on it is concegled in a thumb tip worn on the left
hand. The torn pilecos are exchanged for the strip of
paper and in replacing tho thumb tip, on top of the torn
pieces insgeort the dhorrowed note. thus your hands only
contain the strip of paper. After sufficient by-play
with this paper you bum same aund under cover of rubbing
the ash¢s you extract the genuine note from the thumdb tip;
replacing the tip; open the note and have the number
checked.

The effect is Mr. Harry Vernon's, and arose
during a discussion on new effects at a meeting of the
S.C.A. The novel points appealed to me, so we set about
to work it out and the above is the resulit.

, In U.S.A. uee g5 note and strip marked %1 five
times.

- G T T W I S G D G S B SD W S S > o w—

[cafstEr]

STRIP of Fapar

“\&—-

é-,

Swwh /@JA TO EXCHANGE .

e A M R T S A T T T —-
|
: e
! i
¢ N
| e
EUAN |
ab. ]
- .; oo © o { "..“*m.“-&:‘_—-- Sy
. ) . ¢
FrLOSIVE FLASH PHECE Posibion o |
posikio:n sf /e Petlrf- Flash pew~d:r Cocted

circle,

FLASH PRPER SECRETS.



FLASH PAPEX  SECRETS.

T > L S W R G B VS T DR 1SS B AR D TS e P S

Why have comjurers heen COnt?Lt for so long to
uge the ordinaxry flash paper ag supplicd by the dealer?
Other articles used by weilders of the wand have been over-
hauled and improved time and again; but flash puper has deen
left sevoruly alone. _

I do not advocate the manufacturce of flash paper,
which at the hest is not a nice job, and & far more satis-
factory article can be bought ready made; dbut the "raw
neterial” may be improved in many ways. For ingtance who
has not wished &t some time or other for a plGCu_Of dark
flash paper, when covering writing on a sheet of peper as
in Noakes Spirit Mecscage Frame or to goucLal from vicw the
pips of a playing card. I have alrsady given an example of
the uses of dark flash puper on poges lr and 16 of this
booklet. =

- DARK FIASH PAPER.

To make Dark Flash Paper get a ‘arge photographic
developing dish and into this pour about 4 a pint of
Methylated Spirits in which has been disgolved & teaspoonful
of each of-the-- followinb'dyem.i “Aniline, Green and Methyl
Violet. ‘This gives a’much darker shaude of paper than if
black dye were used. Black (liigrosin) gives a grey shade of
paper.

Sheets of ordinery flash paper are soaked in
above preparation for about 10 minutes, tnen thoroughly
rinsed under the tap and allowed to dry.. . e s ~

The process in no wise affects the combustion of
the paper and although not actually black is quite opaque.

BRILLIANT FLASH PAPER.

This paper on being ignited vanishes with a dazzling
white flash. To meke, rinse some sheets of the flash paper
in a weak solution of guu, cnd dust with Magnesium Powder or
photographic flash powder. The letter with an aluminium base
is .praferable as it is a muoch finer powdzsr . When dry the
metallic coating is invisible. , :

Suppos1ng you intend to vanish a coin from the paper
(usual fold). Take your paper and with a brush =nd some thick
peste meke a circle on the paper corresponding in size with
the coin you intend to use. =~ The paste must be put on very
thinly. - Dust on the flush powder, shake off all loose
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powder, when dry. This circle is practically invisible when
paper is casually shown; but before you flash off paper, after
extracting the coin, you should hold the folded paper between
the fleme of a candle and the spectators. The coated part of
the paper will show as a dark c;rcle whlch is a perfeot
resemblunce to the coin. o o

: When the paper is flashed bff it burns with the
usual coloured flame, until it comes to the powder - then there
is a dazzllng flesh - apparently consuming the coin. 2

EXPLOSIVE FLASH PAPER.

Doubtless everyone is familiar with the "crack-shot
pictures" which when touched with a lighted cigarette a line
of fire runs across the picture and terminates with & bang; If
not Standard Flrework Co. Huddersfield can supply them in
packets : : a S - ’

To prepare this varlety of flash paper, take the
little pellets of fulminate taken from the back of the
pictures; (I do not propose to go into the manufacture of the
explosive here, as it is a dangerous mixture and not worth
while- trying. to make-it)... Secure. this little. pellet to the
plece oﬁxflashrpapem thh a~tou9h of gum i and all 1s ready

. Aa g Agaln we w1ll take for example the vanlsh of a coin.
Paper flashes off as usual; but when the flame comes to the
explosiveze, there is a'deoidedyreport which adds greatly to
the effect: Caps used for toy pistols are useless for the
above.

COLOURED FLASH PAPER.

: If you wish to colour flash paper yourself, procure
that- which has not an already coloured flame,  and sosk in a
solution of the following chemicals for the various colours.
Strength -of scolution should be about 1 teaspoonful of

powder to 1 gill of watel :r' “.“f, ‘ .

Red.,~f Soak A solublon of Nztvate of Strontlum

Green:- - M ..™ v Ghldrate of Barium.
Blue: aW;\;ffuﬂ .. .9 Witrate of Copper.

Yellow: " . ". . .. v -Oxalate of Soda."



THE MDCHANICAL DEVIL'S WHISEER.

(By bourtesy of th¢ Magic Wund)

The ¢ffecet of the "Devil's Whisper" is well known,
as is that of my improvement, which I sold as "Satzn's
Announiccment®.  To those who do not carc to handle the
xtrcmely sensitive chemicals used in the manufacturce of
the original article I offer this substitute; which, while
not giving the report cf the chemical compound; produces
a very mysterious flash at the finger tips; and has the
cdvantage of being perfectly sufe and harmless. Another
advantage is that it will not detcrioratc with exposure
to the sir.

The accompanying illustration shows the construc-
tior. of the appliance more clearly than words can describe
it.

It is the lighting portion token from a pocket
lightcr; made smaller and soldercd to a flesh coloured
fingcr ring at the angle shown in sketcthi. The feke is
slippcd over the second fingcer when it is required, and
the thumb being drawn wcrogs: the smell iwheel .cauges a
scrics of vivid sparks to appecr at the fingeér tips.
When sparks becomce weak a new flint may be easily
inserted.

It will be obvious that this fake will lend
itself to many uses.. Those who are interested in the
Genuine Devil's Whisper will find it explz2ined in minute
detail further on.

6—-'- Strew Pu
///" ? ‘L‘
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THE UEVIL'S VHISPER. o3
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Members c¢f the- ;raterniuy are doubtiess aware that
the above title applies to the explosion at the finger-tips;
which very effeciively takes the place of the revolver.

Mr. George Jommston first presented the formula to
the profession in Stanyons "Magic" for March 1907 under the
title of "A New Faust Flash".

In this form the chemicals are mixed on a small

square of flash paper an ordinary B.B. shot added; and the
whole screwed up; forming a throw-down Cracker of a very
"touchy" variety. Next we find it described in detail in
Stanyon's "Fire & Chemical Magic" (Third Series) as "The
Devil's Whisper" or Explosion at the finger tips. ‘While
Mr. Stanyon gives explicit directions for the handling of
the chemicals but leaves one with a quality of the loose
‘powder to handle, which in my opinion leads to carelessness.
At first only a small pinch is mixed and used as directed
‘and when #&s the performer gains confidence and mixes more,
then sooner or later there is bound to be an accident.
Alrea There have been some serious accidents with this
=ex;lovlve; one recorded in the "Magic World" wherein an
“apdteur 'Tosty u“TJAger, and” 6n1y’1ast*SP¢son “through the '
“®Sphinx” we hear of & perfofmcr in the United States losing
‘his hand. - uang other minor’accidents havc. taken. place. Tha
pity is that all thesc accidents could have been avoided if
reasonable carc had been exercised in the handliing of the
chemicsls. My advice is; in experlmentlnb or using chemicals,
especialliy cxplosives, be methodical and keep strictly to
the dirsctionz. Such a 31mple action ‘as placing a stopper in
the wroa& vottle may be attendcd w*th serious resuits; one
cannot e tco careful.

. However, I will get ahead with the explanation.
After exoeriuehtlnp with the compound for some time, I hit
upon & plan which made thne "whispers" tolerably safe. These
I gold as*"Setan’s Announcement®™! In this form the explosive
pellets could be handled or even carried in the pocket.
Houdini and Chris Van Bern were the only performers with
whom I sharsd the sscret, which later I explained in the
MMagic Cireuiar" and now for the first time T make the secret
‘really public propertj, but remember these are not childrens
'throw~aoan crackers, to be banged cff by every purchaser of

shllllng bock on maglc and even as I describe, the
wixture is far too dangerous to be played with.



The Chemicals are:-

Amorphus Phosphorus  (Red).
Chiorotc of FPotash {Pulverised).

Keep these well apaxt AT ATLL TIMBES; (T keep my supply in
separate botties at different ends of wy hamper) and on no
account uge the sume Lifter te measurs with., Io not be
tempted to mix moxe than I state. Kzep to the actual
directions and there is 1ittle ox nc danger. Scme readers
may think this is overdone, but remember in this case it is
too late to bc sorxy, so SAFEDY PIRST. Keep your face well
away while mixing: Get a couple of sheets of tissue paper;
fold them into & little pad about 4 inches square. Teke
another piece about 8 x 6 in. fold into a strip about 3in.
by +", swmouifing down any sharp corners. Get 2 strips of
cerd 3 in. by % in. as lifters. Write potash on one and
Phos. on the other, and on no account use them to 1lift a
chemical other than that marked on them. Next cut & sheet
of tissue paper into 1" squares. Now get a small lump of
coal and grind it to a coarse powder about 1/32 of an inch
in size. How comes thc mixing. 1ift as much Amor;Phos. as
would cover a 3d piece (oxr Dime) not heaped; and place on
pad. With the OTHER 1ifter teke the same quantity of potash
and place beside the phosphorus. Again take as much potash
as cover a 3d piece and place on pad; this gives you twice
as much potash as phosphorus:i-.With the paper mix the two
chemicals together until they combine’in a greyish powder,
using nc pressure; dut merely a smoothing movement moving -
the powders to and fro. Any pressure will explode the
mixture. Do not mix more than I state;, it will save no
time or labour, as the mixture will not keep for any length
of time.

Presuming you have correctly mixed the chemicals,
take your 1ittle saquares. of rpeper, place them in a row and
put a 1ittle ccal grit on each paper. Next place on each
paper on top of the coal grit as much of the mixture as would
equal in size the head of a match. USING THE PAPER LIFTER.
You will find the quantities given will make about two dozen
"whispers®". - Lilft the papers careiully and screw each one
into a little peliet, which in size will be less then a pea,
and trim off the ends of the paper; xgou will now be able to
handle these with reasonable cere, without them going off.

When I made these 2t first I added Stearine grated
to a fine powder &dding a pinch tc each pellet. The idea
being that the waxy substance would “set®™ the mixture and
prevent it rubbing and thus decreasing the liability to
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cxplode. The heat of the fingers in screwing up the pellets
being sufficient to bind all together. In practice, however,
I later found this could be dispensed with, sp have not
included it in the Formula.

Vhen you wish to use, take a "whisper" between the
thumb and second finger. Prucs firmly; then snap the
fingers with as much force as you can command. You may feel
a slight stinging sensation in the fingers, but not nearly
so bad cg in the old method with the loosc powder.

Readers who have been looking for a new and
wonderful seccret, may be disappointed, but let them try the
old nxethod with the loose explosive then revert to the
pellets, and they will find the advantage of the present
form, and, I think, will agree that the "Devil's Whispexr"
has at last really been made into a practical accessory,
that cun be uscd in any place, and at any time, without
danger.
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CABINET OF WONDERS.

A small wooden cabinet measuring about 12" x 1l2¢
x 20" is introduced 4nd placed on a sheet of glass which is
laid across the backs of two ohairs. The front of the
cavinet is closed by sliding curtains which meet at the
certre; while the buck 1s cloused by a blind which is pulled
down from the top and secured to the bottom. Top,ends and
bottom are of wood, thus when the front curtains are opened
and the rear blind raiged, it ig possible for all to see
right through the Cabinet., The cabinet being shown the
resr blind is pulled down. The froant ocurtain being left
open. All is now in readiness for the spirits to commence
their work.

The First Test consists of a bell and & tambourine
being placed in the Cabinet. TFront curtains closed bell
rings and tambouring plays.

Second Test. An examined whistle is placed in a
glass tumbler which is deposited in the cabincet, the
curtains being left open. Whistle blows.

Third Test. Several cards are seleocted from: the
pack, also 'a sheet of examined paper is placed in a framc.
A packet of Photographic post cards is given to one cf thce
spectuators to select one. Frare placcd in cabinet and in
front of it the glass contoining the cizrds. The selccted
cards risc one by one from the glassywhile an enlarged
reproduction of the seleccted photogroph appcers on the
paper in the frame. The entire marifestutions arc visible
to all; the curtains again being left open. :

Fourth Test. Cabinet shovn .empty. Rear curtain
or blind raised and lowcrcd z2gain, front curtcins closed.
When again opened the cabinct is filled with rcal flowers
and a pair of pigeons.

‘ The illustrations show in detuil the construction
of the cabinct. The arched top conceals the load of flowers,
some genuine, others of thc spring varisty,to incrcase the
display. The doves are also concealed in the same enclosure
which must be providcd with air holes. The base of top is
hinged to recar edge, cnd sccurcd with a cotch; which when
relecased 2llow it to fall down; covering the blind at the
back, and being psainted the scme colour is apparently still
the blind, the load being droppcd to the bottom of cubinct.
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Test No. 1 is accomplished by means of a thread
wnlch runs through the cabinet from side to side; and is
operated by an assistant stationed in the wings or behind
the screen.

The Bell and Tambourine are provided with small
hooks which the performer hooks over the thread. Thus at
the given signal, by assistant pulling the thread bell and
tambourine are caused to play.

Test No. 2. 1is our4oldvfriehd'thé_duplicate whistle
in the sleeve blown by vressure of the arm on a rubber bulb.

Test Ho. 3. is explained by. the use of the
mechanical pack so far as the rising cards are concerned
and Gamages "N}stogrdphs" account for the photograph slowly
developing in full view, in the frame. The reason for
working the rising cardo in conjunction with this effect is;
I have found Mystographs rather slow when worked alone, and
the rising of the cards from the pack occupy the attentlon
while the picture is appearing. _

Test No. 4. I have already explained. When put
over with good showmanship, this combinatior of effects is
very convincing. Of course other effects couid be added at
the discretion of the perforner.
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— WILL ALMA

M.ILM.C. (LONDON)







